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LETTER X. 

MRS. DARNFORD, TO MRS, STRICTLAND. 

T Have received your concluding pacquct, 
^ and will now fpcak to the contents. 

I am obliged for your own ftory^ and 
declare myfelf highly fatisficd with your 
conduft in trying fituations. In fome 
cafes it defcrvcs applaufc, and in others it 
clainns excufe. 

It feenis to me, that you never loved 
Mr. Scridland well enough to overlook 
his faults. I have knowri fome women in 

yoL. III. A your 
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your fituatton^ ^ar^ by a ftrong affedioii* 
hsvc borne all kinds of iU ufage^ and fiill 
Ibved their isufbaadsj ^nd others, that 
knew not when they were kindly created^ 
but were ungrateftaland unjuft to the beft 
and worthieft of men* I coafelsj yours did 
^ot go the Tight way to gain your affbC'- 
tions; and that there was great merit ib 
perforiping all your duties under thefe 
circumllances. That he loved and efteemed 
you, is clear from the lafl: iblemn aft of his 
life i and you have donejuftice to bis .me<- 
mory. His mH is, indeed, wh« you have 
called it, juft^ generous, and prudent^ You 
have only to obferve die duties arifing from 
your fituation, to make yourfelf, and tho& 
who depend on you, eafy and happy. 

I am deeply intereiUd in the memoirs 
of the Marney family^ I refpeft Mr. Bal- 
derfon extremely^ and Ithink he deferves 
the epithet which Homer gives to Ulyfles 
tf^^^ the much-enduring man/' Witk 

great 
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great fenObility, and wanii aficdions, he 
ishumble^ patient, and refigmcd to the wiU 
of I^cavtn. This is <true^ Chrifti^n fortii- 
iude^ and cannot fail of it's reward^ either 
here or hereafter. Heaven has raifed him 
up a friend^ to fupport and cherifli his old 
3ge» He is weaned from the worlds and 
Is daily preparing for a letter* 

I fincerely wifii the youth may defenre 
your patronages and proteftion : but^ te* 
member, the nrx>ft obliged perfoi^ are not 
always the moft grateful. I venture to 
give you this warning, that, in cafe you 
ihould be difappointed, you may not be 
furpri2ed. 

I honour your noble fpirit as it defert^es. 
You have laid in a dock of benevolent 
a£Uons, that will cheer your heart as long 
as you live; and may your life be pro* 
longed for the fake of many ! 

And, now, I muft reply to your laft pa* 
' ragraph* I am angry with it : it fuppofes 

A 2 me 



9 SCHOOL FOR WIDOWff. 

me unjuft and ungrateful. How ought I 
to rcfcnt it? If I were indeed fo, I Ibould 
not take muclr pains to anfwcrthc imputa- 
tion; but I will fhew my fenfe of it by 
a better way — by fulfilling all the duties 
that fuch generous fricndfhip enjoins, and 
which I have given you room to expeft. 
But I waited to fee whether you would wge 
it any farther. You do \irge ; you infift 
upon it ; and I am going to obey you. 

The lady, my friend and companion, 
will be happy -to receive you here j but it 
is neceffary that you fliould firft know who 
and what (he is. Her (lory is interefting; 
her trials have exceeded vours and mine: 



fhc has been comforted, and reftored to 
reafon, and even tranquillity, by kindnefs 
and tendernefs ; and Ihe is grateful, to cn- 
• thufiafm, to her friend and fcrvant^ 

Yoir may remember Mrs. Martin's 
making mention of ' a fea*faring genrie- 
man^ Captain Maurice by name, who firft' 

brou£.ht 
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brought a child to be under my care j and 
afterwards engaged me to take the care of 
bis l^dy^ who was.in a ^atc of. infanity* . . 

The fatigues of the fchool had hurt my 
health.- I "wanted air, and exci cife, dnd 
quiet, to reftorc me. - : 

I was not defirous' to undmake this 
diarge: I iK^iflicd to' knew more bf- the 
lady, and of the gentleman; firil; and 
whether there were any hopes of her reco- 
very. I a(ked many queftions j and Cap- 
tam M^^nce^ at UH:^ g^ve me a perfecft 
information of tlie particulars. 

Cap(ain Maurice was a (lout, thick- fct 
man, with a dark complexion, and thick 
black eye-brows. His looks, befpokc coti- 
rage and afiurance ; his manners were 
courteous, and even polite; he fpokc It^-' 
lian, aod that wa» the -tntroduffcioii to our 
aequ^iiiitancp* I, met him at Mr.Sor* 

Uhg:3; and his wife recQauxiended us. to 

each other* 

A 3 Upon 
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Upon farther acquaintance, I perceived 
a cloud of care and anxiety, that hung over 
his brow, which was afterwards fufficiently 
explained* 

I' Ihall make Captain Maurice tell hil 
own (lory ; and, as nearly as I can, tn hii 
own words« You arc to fuppofe him Tuch 
as t have defcribed, walking backward 
and forward all the time; fometim^ 

4 

turning towards me, and at others going 
from me—' 

" I have heard much df youj Madain ; 
and, fince I have fccn and conv^r^fed ♦^Jtfk 
you, I have f jund you to exceed all that 
1 was told. There is fo much gentlenefs 
and candour about you, that I could tell 
all my thoughts to you, fooner than to ahy 
body clfe. 

'M am a man of many faults, and am 
;iow doing penance for t hem-, but I am 
defirous to repair the mifchieft I have 
done, as far as lies in my power; 1 will 

convince 
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Cofty^nce you of tb-is^ by telling you all 
fiax rektes to tl^ k4y I have been fpeak<r 
tog of. 

** I wa$ bred a failor. under an uncle 
i9ho wat^ as bold a feann^aa ^s cv^ walked 
becween ftem and ftem. He wa$ in the 
merchants iervice; and went to Naple9 
§nd, to Mel^^ and wa^ in great credit 
wkb die Eoglrflb h^iefk^ at both places^ 
Aft^r tbc death of one of his patrons, he 

Ibruck out a newcourfi: pf life for himielf. 

* • 

He l^^d obfenrf4i tbat the It^tian^ were 

teey fond of Eogjliiib gpod»;; particularly 

*»*i«»arcw cabiMC^goods^ toys and tria^ 
i:ets of various kindf^ fti>^ <jMa«L -oi* «»<a. 

Buc^tste and inabogaiiy« Thofe made in 
Naples arc very rudi;, a»a oKk-f^lkUncd $ 

and it is but of late years that they hare 

difcovered the fuperiority of the goods of 

either countries* 

. ** My uncle bad am)ther nephew, e 

fifter's &)tk, who tnade two or three voyaget 

<• • . » . -'I 

A 4 with 
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with him^ he was of a more delicate makr^ 
and of a timorous difpofitiotn i was hi^ 
favourite, becaufe I feared nothing. • After 

our rcttrrn to' Errgland, he bound 'my 
coufin to a tajlor in London; ftymg, hd 
was juft good enough for that trade, and 
he wanted no nailk-fopsto go with him. 

^' I then enjoyed his favour, without s 
rival: end, when he died, he left my coufia 
five hundred pounds, to fet him up in his 
bufinefs; and to me he left his ihip, and 
the remainder of his fortune. 

*^ I puriucd the track he had marked 
out for me, and made fomc improvei»c»c«» 

•Uf*/Vf» hie pra<M*- ... 

** I was well known, and refpefted, bodx 
ft Naples ana Mellina* 1 liked the firft 

|>lace by far the bell, and' I fometiates Aaid 
feveral months there. I made acquaintance 
with many gentlemen there. I was often* 
Invited to dinner at the houfes of tbe^ prin- 
cipal meFchantsj and fome people of ^a^ 
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\hy did net difdain to notice me^ thougb 
they, jice moH: of them as proud as Luclftr,* 
and fome of them are as poor as Job«* 
They arc cruelly oppreffed with taxQSs. and 
1^ maxim is, to. kick and be kicked. The 
aobles infult the lower degrees of men^ 
they abufe, and fometimes kiiU their fer- 
?aots%. . 
^ i* I ufcd to brag of Engliib liberty an4 

property* The young men loved to fct m# 
on talking; and Ij fometimes, was more, 
talkative than wife. 

. '*i One young gentleman told me, I was 
not a Chriftian. I repeated out Form of 
Baptifni, to convince him that I Vas. The 
filly youth told his confeiTor all th^t pifled 
between us;. and thsit^the £ngli(h were not 
heretics, as he had been told. The con* 
f^or was in a. rage, and threatened pu* 
xiifiiment to the Engliihman whp dared to 
affirm tltat be was aoi an heretic^ ' 
' ^^ JLbad a fri((nd wbo rqxurted^thfs tomc^ 

He 



$4 MHdO^ FOR wroDwa^ 

He advifed me to be more prodent m fbw 
turcj and promiied to "Wttd oSt the danger 
for this titne. 

^^ Not long after^ the &m( cMapany tried 
to get me again upon the fame fubjefti bur 
I had mf .cue; I told them^ I wai only m 
poor feaman> and not a miffionaiy; that S 
wore my religion in my heart, and vooki 
not give offence to aof osber'si nor. would 
rrer again fpealc upon that fubjedu 

^ This beharioar of mine plfci^ moffi 
of the company^ and introduced ntt to the 
acquaintance of ar young gentfeman^ calledl 
Don Antonio dt Soranxo;* and frooi diak 
ttne he fought my friendibip^'^ 

Here Captain Maurice ^ghed dfcepfyi 
[ he feemed confufed^ and^r after; ibnoe be&^ 
tatbn^ he procccdbd— 

<^ This Don Antonio aiked me manf 
queftiona concermng England^ it's laws^ 
it's government^ it's liberty. Whcdier C^* 
cbolici were allowed coenjojpi the Uibtntf of 

their 
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thdf own manlier of worfl^ipt aod were Dpt 
periecuted^ njar moleftc^ ? ♦ 

** I told him, truly, that we yitrq of 4 
more liberal fptrit, and that ever; man 
night ferve God m bh own wayr thatou^ 
prc^rty was well fecured 5 and, if people 
paid all that waa. due by law, they could 
iK>t be injured by any one. I mefHiQned 
our trials by juries, and all the preeiouf 
rights and privileges we yet enjoys and 
^rew the comparifoo ip favour of my own 
jMumry* 

'^ Don Antonio defired me to meet him 

at a certain co&ce*houfe, and he would 
trufl: me with a fecret oi great confequence 
to him, and confult me upon a icheme be 
had focmed for htmfclf. He named tho 
time, and I was punftusd to his appoint? 
tnenti: whetv he told me his ftory^i a» 

i/^ Tow khow, that it is the cuftom of 
our country to gire «tt the eftate to cho 

eldeft 
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eldeft fon, and to condemn the younger 
to fome profcffion from the hour of their 
birth. ' Thus I was deftined to the chufch> 
without confulting my genius or inclina- 
tion. I have protefted again ft it repeat* 
edly, but I could hardly be heard. I had 
an uncle, who had fet an example of refiflr-J 
ancc to all the younger brothers of the 
family. . He dildained the pittance and the 
appointment, and went, in the train of an 
ambafiador, to Madrid. He travelled alt 
over Spain; then through France, over the 
Alps> and through Italy. Inflead of cotn- 
ing to Naples, be went to Venice. There 
he made acquaintance with fome youngs 
tnen in the mercantile line; he eng4gc^ inf 
^eir hpufe •, and from thence wrote t(^ 
his friends, :and afked for his portion^ to 
employ in bulincfs*. They execrated the 
meanuefs of bis fpirit, ia picfcrriagbuii* 
ijefs to the .church or the army ; however^ 
Hjvcy fent the mpnqr intended f^r his fecr 

Yice* 
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vice, and did not wifti to hear any more 
of him. 

*' After twenty years abfcnce, he re- 
twrned to Naples, rich, and a bachelor. 
Thtrfe circuinftances rendered him a wel- 
come gueft to my father: moreover, he 
declared an intention to leave his fortune 
into our family. 

" This good uncle took my partj and 
my father, not chufing to difoblige hrm, 
kept his views for me in fufpenfe, and left 
him free to give his advice Uj^on them. 

*' There was, in Naples, an old lady, 
whom he had loved in his youth. She 
*was then a widow, and in a declining ftate 
of health. He vifited her; and, had (he 
been in health, they would have been 
married; but (he declined it upon that 
account. She had a niece, whom fhe had 
brought' up from an infant, and adopted 
for her heir. My uncle propofed, that 
their fricndfhip might dcfcend to their 

h«trs^ 
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heirs, and that one of his nephews mfght 
marry her niece. My father fcizcd the 
occafion to marry his cideft fori : fo Don 
Girolamo was propofed to Donna Hortcn- 

« 

fia, the lady's aunt. She, like a true pa- 
rent, faid, if her niece liked him, (he Ihould 
make no objcffcion ; but it (hould depend 
upon Ifabella to accept or refufe him. 

" Things were in this fituation, when I 
vifited the ladies with my uncle. Don 
Girolamo had been there, and was permit- 
ted to vifit, as a candidate for the lady's 
favour. I liked Ifabella from the firft 
minute I faw her : I thought it hard that 
all the bleffings of love axid fortune ihould 
fall into the lap of the dder brother. 

^ We Italians underftand the language 
of love better than thofe of other countries. 
I loved Ifabella J my eyes told her fo, «nd 
fhe underftood them: hcr's did not dif- 
courage me to proceed. I refolvcd to try 
my fortune. If (he preferred my brother, 

I would 
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I would give over the purfuit for everi 
but^ if ihe gave me hopes of her prefe« 
xence^ I would perfevere^ and my brother 
ihould give place to mc: I would try to 
engage my unde on my fide, and I pro- 
mifed myfelf fticcefs. I vifited Ifabella 
almoft every day: I found opportunities 
of declaring my paflion. She declared, 
that (he would never marry while her aunt 
livedo and that (he would know the tern* 
per and diipofition of the man ihe nieant 
to make her hulband. She gave me no 
denial : (he permitted me to vifit her, as a 
candidate for her favour % but flie had not 
yet declared her choice. 

'* I W€t my brother there one day. He 
.thought there was a fecret inteilige^ice be- 
tween her and me : he was enflamed with 

rage and jealoufy^ he took a hafty leave, 
^d gave me looks of ang^r and defiance* 

*^ When I returned home, he had ac« 
^uaiQted my father and my uncle with his 

fufpicions; 
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iufpicions; and I was interrogated, as if I 
had been before a court of judicature* I 
confefled the trut^^; that 1 loved Ifabella, 
und fought to obtain her favour : that, if 
Ihe declared a preference for my brother, 
I would- dtfift immediatrlyi but, if (he 
made choice of me, he oi^ht to do the 
fanve. 

**'My uncle efpoiifed my caufc. He 
faid, it was a fair propofal ; that my 
brother*s elderfhip gave him advantages 
enough; and that I was free to purfue my 
fortune. 

" Don Girolama was fo enraged, that 
he could hardly fpeak for paffion. My 
father faid, that Girolamo was firft propbled 
to the lady, and I was invading his rights 
every way. 

* ** I faid, the lady was, by her aunt, left 
free to make her choice; that (he had not 
yet made known, whether cither of us was 
the man : I only waited for that; and I left 

It 
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it to her to decide my fate : I would fubmit 
to her decifion^ but not to any other i and 
fo faying, I left the room. After this, mjr 
uncle was defired to ufe his ipfluence with 
me, to give up my pretenfions. He ad« 
Yifed me to travel, as he had done in his 
youth s and promifed to give me a large 
fum of money, and farther expeftations at 
hts deceafe. I ftill referred to the lady. I 
wrote to her, and gave my uncle a copy 
of my letter. I have alio a copy about 
me 5 and I will read it to you. Seignior 
Inglcfe— 

^^ MADAME, 

** My brother has made a great difturb* 
ancc in my family. My father and uncle 
have efpoufed his caufe. I am urged, per- 
fuaded, and threatened, in order to induce 
me to give up my pretenfions to you. I 
ihould not dcfcrve your favour, if I could 
/lot refift fuch meafures. If you will fpeak 
the word, I will pcrfevcre till death. If 

YoL. III. B you 
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you forbid me to hope for the blefling, 
I will obey your commands. Muft I be 
fent to travel ? or muft I enter into holy 
orders ? or muft I die at your feet ?— 
Speak, and decide my fate I 

** Antonio di Soranzo." 

*' A few days afterwards^ I received the 
following billet — 

'* The fate of Don Antonio cannot yet 
be decided : it is for his fafety that * it 
Ihould remain in lufpenfe. He muft not 
vifit fo often at Donna Hortenfia's ; he 
muft not leave Naples for longer than a 
month ; he muft not Ihave his crown ^ he 
muft neither prefume nor defpair, but wait 
patiently an event that depends on the will 
of Heaven.*' 

'* This event is the death of Donna 
Hortenfia, which is expefted every day; 
and I prefume to hope, that then Ifabella 
will be mine. If fhe was now to declare 

in 
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in my favour, I fhould be cxpofcd to all the 
cffe£ts. of my brother's rcfcntmcnt: it h 
thus that I underftand the letter. I hav.e 
formed a defign^that, if Ihc agrees to, will 
put it out of the power of our enemies t0 
prevent or , interrupt our union. And, 
now. Seignior Inglefe, I fhall aflc your 
afliftancc. I*propofe, as foon as I can pre- 
vail on Ifabella to blefs me with her hand, 
to come on board your (hip, and take a 
voyage with you to England. Time wiJl 
abate the refentment of our friends. Per- 

ft 

haps they will invite us to return home. 
We fliall vifit your England, and perhaps 
France, and the Low Countries. We may 
fettle where we pleafe, and be happy in 
each other's company. You fhall be our 

friend and afliftant i and we will endeavour 

« 

to make amends for the trouble we give 
ypu. And now> Sir, may I depend upon 
you?" 

" I anfwcred, that he might," faid Cap- 

B 2 tain 
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tain Maurice; *^ and that I would wait 
the iflue of this affair, and be his faithful 
lervant. 

^* About a fortnight afterwards, I met 
Don Antonio again. 

, ; « All IS well,*' faid he ; '^ I am now 
upon firm ground. I no longer vifit at 
Donna Hortenlia's; but I fee Ifabella 
privately at a neighbour's, who is in treaty 
with her for the houfe ihe now lives in. 
He is our friend and confident, and will 
favour our cfcape^ when the time is ripe 
for it. IfabcUa has given me her promife, 
And will be mine. I wait her pleafure^ 
and am refigned to her difpofal. I have 
told my uncle, that I mean Ihortly to fet 
cut upon my trai^els. My father and bra* 
ther believe that I have given up my pre- 
tenfions to Ifabella. My uncle will ad- 
vance me a confiderable fum, whenever 
I call for it. All things arc prepared) 

and 
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and I now^ indeed^ wait on the will of 
Heaven." 

r 

^* I prepared for the reception of Don 
Antonio and Ifabella on board my ihip, 
and refolved to devote myfelf to their 
fcrvice. 

** I aiet Don Antonio every week j and 
we engaged in a friendihip that was to laft 
during our lives^ and feemed inviolable on 
both fides. 

" One night, I received a note, to this 
efFed— 



€€ 



Donna Hortenfia is dead ! As foon 
the laft duties are paid, Ifabella will be 
^ wine. She will go with me to any part, of 
the world that I fball chufe : my refolution 
holds for a voyage to England ; and I de« 
pend upon your honour and fidelity. 
► , : . . ♦ ** A» S ** 

• 4 1 

" After this, I faw Don Antonio fre- 

quently. He told me he was making 

* B 3 pre-* 
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preparatlorts for his departure j that he had 
' acquainted-his uncle with his refjlution to 
travel, and was to receive 4 fum of money 
from him within a fortnight -, that Ifabella 
was turning all her effefts into money, for 
this purpofe. She had fold her houfe to 
Pon Dorninieo di Roffi, her neighbour 
and friend, who was commiffioncd to.fcU 

her other cftatcs after her departure, and 
remit the money to England, fpr Qie was 

tefolved not to fettle in Naptes. 

^* I advifcd them to take only fuflicr^fi? 

money for prefent expences ; and to remit 
the reft through the hands of the Englifh 
Conful, to be paid to them in London. 

** All things being prepared, I received 
a fumraons from Don Antonio—?- 

» « 

^' Follow the bearer^ who will condu& 
you to your friend^ who waits for your 

prefence to witnefs his ha^pinefs. 

**A.S." 

« I Wtt 



SCHOOL FOR WIDOWS. ,2^ 

^^ I was concluded to the houfe of Doa 
Dominico di Roffi ; where Don Antonio 
welcomed me, and introduced me to Ifa* 
bella, and to the matter and miftrefs of the 
houfe. 

" A prieft came foon after, and the nup- 
tials were folemnized. Prefent, Don Do- 
minico, and his lady j their eldeft fon, and 
daughter j myfelf, and an old fervant of 
iDonna Hortenfia's, \yho dearly loved Ifa- 

bell a, and upon whom fhe had fettled a 
pcnfion for life, 

** After the ceremony, we had an ele- 
gant fuppcr, and fpcnt the evening verjr 
pleafantly. 

^^ Donna Ifabella informed us, that 
Ibe had feen Don Girolamo yefterday, far 
the lail time — that (he had told him dft»^ 
that (he never would be his, but (he had 
then forbid him to fee her any mo;c — that 
he left her in angeri but declared he would 
not give her up, and uttered menaces 
againtt the man ihe fhould favour — that 

64 ihe 
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flie was refolved to put ic out of his power 
to injure her or her hufband, and that in 

• * 

kindncfs to all the parties concerned — and 
flie was iK>w ready to follow Don Antonio 
to any part of the world. 

" I told her, I would do my bed to ac- 
commodate her on board my Ihip; and 
that (he might fend her baggage as foon as 
flie pleafed, and I would fee it fafely 
ilowed. Don Antonio faid, they fhould 
fend it on the morrow : that he and 
Ifabella' fliould be concealed at Don Do- 
minico's j and, in the evening, he fliould 
fee me on board the (hip. 

** Three days after, Don Antonio and his 
lady came on board ; and, on the fourth, 
we fet fail for England.'* 

Here Captain Maurice (lopped 5 faying 

# • 

— •*' I believe. Madam, I have tired you 

with my (lory, though this is only the 

beginning of it. I will proceed with it 

another time." 

^*No, 



k 
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« No, Sir/' faid I -, " /am not tired; 
but you may, with talking and walking. 
Sit down a while, and reft j and proceed at 

• . • # 

your own time/* 

" With your leave, that (hall be now 5 
for I wifh it was done : it caufes me many 
painful recollections. I am ufed to walk 
the deck of a (hip ; and I am more at my 
cafe than if I fat down. — 
t " Ddnr^a Ifal?ella, at tlje rpqueft of he^ 
hufband, put on boy's cloaths before (he 
entered the ihip. The failprs were. told 
they were brothers* and Ihe went by the 
name of Don GiuHo. 

** We had a briflc gale* or two, but a 
good and quick paffage upon the whole. , 

** We landed at Bri(|ol, and my bijfin€& 
detained me there foirre weeks. My paf- 
iengers were impatient to fee the capital, of 
which they had heard. fo much. I km our 
baggage round by a fmall^r fliip; and 

ordered the aiafter to fend it alhore at 

< ii 

B 5 Gravefcnd, 
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Grtvcfend, to the hoiife of ah acquakltafice 
oftmnc there 

'^ As foon as I had finifiied n^ bufin^^ 
I attended them to London^ by kud^ in 
the ftage-eoBcb* They yffire aMaieed at 
the accommod^ions upon the road ; and 
£lid^ England waSf indeed^ a fine countiy 
to travel in, but very expenfive. 

" I carried them to South Laniibeth, 
where I ufed to lodge, and which was 
cheaper than London to live in* From 
thence I ufed to take a boat to Faults 
Wharf; and I fiiewed them, by degrees^ 
the extent of the great. city, which afforded 
many fubjeds of furprize and admiration* 

^ Don Antonio and his lady ob&rved^ 
that the people they met were always in a 
hurry; very different from what they were 
ufed to fee in Naples— which was natural 
for them to take notice off for the Italians 
walk in a very flow and ftately manner,^ 
and as if they were telling their fteps^ 

*M fhcwed 
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. ^'' Ilhewed thiem jcvciy thicg .wiuttfaqr ci 
notice in London anid. the cnvinops^. Thcf 
Krene pleai^d iwith the country- ^oqt^ 
which' looked like a fine garden^ hjghljr 
cukiviitcd $ teit^ they.bothiaidyth€y>Sio%ii<$ 
mX like to live in London* 

; '^ I had myfbip laid up$ andftfoliredttt 
devote this year to the : company ^of 'rbf 
fHend$> and to the enjoynoent of off^ eai<» ia 
my native Goun(ry« i m .. . 

. It was the beginning of Juhe> the ^taftni 
fine, the days long: I propofcd to my 
friends to make an excurfion into 'the^ 
country J to which they agreed r ' ' * 

^^ We went on a" tour through Eflex,' 
Suffolk, and Norfolk. They found ETng- 
land greatly fuperior to the dcfcriptions 
they had heard of it. I told thcfh, they 
muft: exped to fee it in a different ffate'ini' 
Ae wintei't and prepjtrc to chcciuhtcr the 
inclcmcnci^ of it. 

B6 *Mh 
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•* In our journey, we ftopped in a 
pleaiant village, and laid by in the h^at of 
the day. After dfnner, the landlord laid 
Dpon the table a printed catalogue of a 
iaie in the village. It confifted of an eftate^ 
with a good houfe upon it i and the conve«* 
nirncics were fpecified. Secondly, a fiutn; 
with a houfe, and it's appurtenances. 
Thirdly^ all die houfliold goods and fur^ 
jiiture, farming ftock, and implements of 
liilft>andry» belonging to the manlion- 
hxfuk.: Fourthly, the goods and (bock of 
thfifarm, 

^^ We enquired of the landlord, how far 
off w^rc the premifes ? He told us, they 
were only a fhorc mile from the flreet, as 
l^e called itt 

*^ We faid, we fliould like to fee them i 
4^ he offered to accompany us thither. 

<' Pon Antonio and Ifabeila went in the. 
ppft^chaifet I walked with the l^dlord| 

and met them at the maafion^houie* 

«^ We 
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*« Wc t^cre toW, that thcfe (Jftdtes had 
belonged to a gentleman of a ti^peA^Bld 
family, wHofe anceftors had refidcd there, 
and were a bleflitig to the vBlage; Thi' 
kft hefr left the country, and went ^ to 
London to ice the world. HebothfiMt^ 
and felt it to hh cofr: he entered into'ldl 
the pleafures and diflipations of it $ and/ in 
a few years, run through his fortune; He 
was obliged to furrender all his efie£ti irnxV 
the hands of his creditors; and they had 
commiflioned their agents to fell them im* 
toiediately. 

*' My Italian friends were ftiocked at 
thefe circumftanccs. 

* ♦* I faid, 1 was forry to tell them, 
that fuch things were become very com* 

r 

mon in England. ^' Then," faid Don 
Antonio, '* your virtues and rtianners are 
on the dedihe.** 

^^ I could not deny it s but I wiflied 
him to think the beft of us# 
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•* We vent over the houfe. They liked 
k extremely. 

'' I Ihould : like/' faid Don Anionio, 

^^ tst> jump into fuch an houfej, ready fur^ 

aifhedi and with every convenience about 

Hie. What fays my Ifabella ?" 

::", I/' feid (he, « ihould think it ^ 

j^radifc/'.. ^ 

/ ^ If ypu are in e^roiefl:/' faid I, " thi^ 
ipay eafily be done. We may attend th^ 
i^le ; and it is probable that it may be foH 

cheap.*' 
" I aflced the landlord, if there were 

many.biddcrtexpeaed? Hejanfwcred, no> 

that it was expeded to be fold very cheap., 

^' Don Antonio deiired that I would 

ftand forward as the buyer, and give a fair 

price for it. . > 

" From the manfion-houfe, \ye went to 

the farm, which was anqther mile*. I 

talked with the farmer, concerning the 

rent, and the value of the land; and> 

. ' . having 
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h^yit^S gamed the ligbfl I. wanted^ ve te^ 
turned to the inn» 

. '* We tiiked, this tti9ttef owct* Don 
Antonio thought the land aboup the mati^ 
^n-boufc would he^fi^cien^ fqr biqi^ and 
that he fhould nptdcfire to buy thefam|r . 

'^ Then/' faid I, " I will buy that fof 
myfclf/' 

♦^ Do fp>'* faid If^bclla, ^' Ton ihall 
marry^ and give mc a. good neighboui; 
thcfc/' 

^' I fliook my head^ and faid^ that was 
liot in my power. 

•^ Why n9t ?" faid (he, 

^^ Betaufe the woman I Should have 
married is dead.*^ 

^^ But> there are others Hving» that mayf 
be as good, and make you as happy/* 

" Perhaps fo, my dear lady j . but I may. 
not be worthy of them.*' 

** We muft leave this event to time,"^ faid 
Don Antonio i ^^ for Don Franciico will 

not 
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not chufe IfabelU /or his coDfeflbfj * I 
perceive/* 

•• I cumed the futgcft to that of our in* 
tended purchafes. 

•• Don Antonio faid — *' A thought ftrikes 
mfc-— Suppofing my monies in England 
ikould not be fuiSkient to anfwer the puf- 
chafe I meditate ?'* 

** What then ?'* fard I. « Have yoit 
not a friend who witl be proud to fup- 
ply you?" 

^ He grafped my hand : faidj I was in* 
deed a friend ^ fuch an one^ that he Ihould 
be unable to do any thing without me» 
Ifabella joined in the • acknowledgment ;. 
and, I believe, there were not, at that mo- 
ment, thret pcrfons in the world that had 
a more entire friendfhtp and confidence m 
each other. . Oh, happy days, that ne^er 
fliall return ! — Days of mifery only remain 
former 

Here 
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Here Captain Maurice groaned^ and 
was filcnt fome nninutcs. 

I defired him to take breath a while, I 
offered him fome rcfrelhmcnt. He drank 
a glafs of wine, fat down, crofled his arms, 
and looked overwhelmed with melan- 
choly thoughts. Ac lengthy he refumed 
his ftory— 

** We attended the (ale. I bought both 
the eftates ; which was all of the firft day't 

t)ufineis. 

*' I offered the agents to purchafe all 
the dock and furniture of both houfes to* 
gether. They faid, notice had been pub* 
lidy given, and the fale was expeded. I 
then faid--*^' Suppofe you put all of tlicqt 
into two great lots 5 one for the manfion* 
houfe, the other for the farm ; and let any. 
one that pleafes bid ^gainft me/' After 
fome difcufTion, this was agreed to. . . 

'* The aufkiopeer made a general valua- 

tidn I 
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tion ', and I bought them the following 
day. There was only one bidder againft 
me. But then the lots were put up at the 
full value : they were certainly worth niorc 
to us than to any other perfons, 

" I told Antonio, that I would put him 
into poiTcflion of his purcbafe, and then go 
with the agents to London, and pay the 
firft part of the money, |ind give fccurity 
for the remainder. He faid, he would 
confent, upon condition that I ihould flay 
no longer than was necefiary: *'. for we 
fliall do nothing! nor enjoy any thing, till 
you return/^ 

'^ As foon as the biifinefs was finiflied'^ 
we left the inn, and took pofleflion of the 
ffianfion-houfe. 

^* It was pleafantly fi«uated, near a na>- 

vigable river ; and there was a creek that 

came up within a quarter of a mile of the 

houfe. • There was a boat there, and every 

\ tionvenience for fi&ing and for pleafure^ 

ia 
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in a hut that was built hard by for that 
purpofe. 

" Don Antonio and Ifabella were over- 
joyed to find themfelves in a houfc of their 
own. We entertained the agents of the 

creditors, gave them a dinner, and then 

J' 

difmifled them to our quarters at the inn, 
** We were njcxt to engage fervants for 

the family. The dairy-^naid was lately 

.1 . • 

married to a young, fturdy hufbandman. I 

advifed my friends to engage them both, 

for we found them in the houfe. I defired 

the farmer's wife to fend us a neat girl, to 

wait upon the lady of the manfion. I had 

> 

a handy boy, who ufed to wait upon 
Ifabella on board fhip : fhe called him 
her page ; ind I pfomifcd that Ihe fhoutd 
have him, as ibon as I could fetch him 
from Lambeth, where I left him. I took 
a farnrier's boy^ to run on errands, and vfrait 
at table, for the prefent moment. Thus 
having formed a kind df hoofbold, I 

fettled 
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fettled them in three days time ; and they 
began to find themielves at home. 

" I then took kave of my friends, and 
went to the inn, to the agents s and^ 
the next morning, let out with them for 
London* 

^' Don Antonio bad given me an order 
vpon his banker^ to receive all the monies 
in his hands, I oiade the firfl: payment 
for him and myfelf, and gave fecurity for 
the remainder. 

** I fold my monies out of the public 
funds, and put every thing in train for 
concluding our purchafes. I difcharged 
our lodgings at Lambeth, paid oflT the 
fervants, and the dues of all kinds. It 
was above a month before I was free to re* 
turn to D-— » 

^^ I received a pacquet of letters from 
Italy for Don Antonio ^ and a remittance 
from Don Dominico di Roffi> which en- 

» 

abled 
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ftblcd mc to finifh the purchafes ; aiid I 
fettled all ttiefe affairs before I left London. 

<^ I likewife paid a vific to a dear little 
infant at Aurfe at StockwelL This child is 
now under your care. Madam ; and I am 
happy that (he is fo well placed^ for all her 
^Ugadons are mine/* 

** Pray, Sir, allow me to aik, whether 
ihe is not oearly related to you V* 

** Slie is. Madam ; I have chofen you 
for my confefTor^ and will not now ihrink 

back. 

*' Her mother*s name was Charlotte 

Brady. I dearly lov^d her, and wi0ied to 
marry her; but my uncle would never 
have confented to it. He was an old 
bachelor; and an enemy to marriage, par- 
ticularly in foldiers and failors: he faid^ 
they ought not to think of it> till they 
were wholly retired from their profeflion. 
I was dependent upon my uncle, and had 
^nly my wages as mate of his fhip, and 

■ 

was 
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Mras unable to fupport a family • but I was 
uf)dcr a folemn promife to marry her, as 
loon as my uncle Ihoiild die. 

^^ Our amour had the ufoal conle- 
quences. She found herfelf with child> 
aod prefled mie to marry her; which I 
could not comply ^ith, for the reafbns 1 
have given: but I made vows of fidelity, 
and left the greateft part of my property 
.in her hands. - 

** I went my voyage. At my return, I 
found her with my infant at her breaft, and 
in a deep decline. • 

" Our meeting was very tender. I 
blamed her' nftothtr' for fufFering her to 

nurfe the child^ in her weak fkaation. I 
fcnt for an eminent phyfician. He ordered 
the child to be taken from her; and that 
flie (hould go into the country for the air, 
and drink cow's milk diluted, which he 
judged to be better than aflcs milk. 

** I carried her to Enfield, and took 

lodgings 
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lodgings there. We put the child to 
nurfcj to a hearty, ftrong woman s and 
Charlotte faw it every day. 

•* I offered to marry her then, but (he 
declined it, frona generous motives. She 
faid, if it had been oJSered in time, to make 
her child legitimate, (he would not have 
refufed itj but, as that time was paft, (he 
would wait till it was quite convenient 
to me. 

•' Her mother was a trade(man*s widov^^, 
a modcft, humble woman. She had three 
more children, and a fcanty fortune to 
maintain them. 

** F-put out her eldeft fon to a brazier, 
and the (ccond to the fea. There was 
another daughter, who adifted her mother 
in nurfing and attending on my Charlotte. 

'* I ftaid with them at Enfield feveral 
weeks, and till my uncle wrote to me to 
come to him at jSravefend, and prepare 
for another voyage. 

« I then 
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^' I then offered to put off* the vojrage» 
and to ftay with Charlotte till (he fhould 
be perfcftly recovered j but (he oppo&d it. 
She faid^ I had more expences coming 
upon me, for herfclf and the child, and I 
ought not to lofc the means of increafing 
my property. Befide that, my ftaying at 
home might offend my uncle, and injure 
my intereft. 

" I took a melancholy farewel of my 
dear girl, with a foreboding heart that I 
Ihould never fee her alive again. I left 
all the money I had with her; charging her 
to take care of her health, as the beft proof 
Ihc could give of her regard for me, 

*' I went with my uncle, as ufual, to 
Naples, and to Medina. * I was abfent 
feven months ; and, at my return, found 
my Charlotte in the cold grave. 

'* I was deeply affe£ted, though not fur- 
prized. Her mother and I comforted each 

other. 
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HJiec. I put a ftone over lier grave^ and 
filed inany ticars Qpon k. 

** A young carpenter courted the other 
daughter/ They marriedi and rcmorcd to 
Stockwell : the tnother, and the young 
child, went with theni. I paid them well^ 
&rihtr boal-d; and flie continued with 
them till I thought it was time to tak$ 
fome care of her education,- when I took 
her away from them, to place her with you. 

** And, now. Madam, I muft beg you 
to judge me favourably in this affair ; for 
I could not have aded otherwife than 
I did." 

*' I have no right to fit in judgment 
upon your conduct. Sir : 1 leave it to your 
own confcience to decide upon it. But 
now, I think, it will be right to take 
Ibme feipite. You muft be fatigued ; and 
we will poftpone the remainder to an- 
other day/* 

Vo^. III. C « I will 
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•* I witidci io, Madam.^tyowdcfiia: t 
will take my leave ofyoo for this eveffirtg;?* 

So faying, he boWrcd, and departed. 
■ And here I will givtr my fritind a refpite 
^(b for thfe pi«fent $ Itait I will fooitfeiboae: 
Ac pen, ahd tte =ftorf . 

Adieu ! and love me, afc * fliatt- CBSn 
^w ^flr to defiffye it. 

Frances Darmfoxd. 



i^fcVTBH 
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MM. DARNFORD, TO MRSl STKICTLAND.' 

I Will- now proceed with' Captain Maa- 

He came agaitt* two dkys- afterwards,- at* 
ete hour when l difintflcd my fchooU A^ 
fydn as^ the forms were fet by, he renewed 
his walk, and his (lory. 

*^ Y-ou caflDoc cofiteive, Madlun, the joy 
with whidi I was received at^ mv return to- 
D ■ ■, Don Antonio flew into my arms, 
and faeid me in his for fbme minutes. He 
called me his firiend^ his brother, and the 
blefling of his life. He made Ifabella em* 
brace me, and flie wed ^ very mark of un- 
feigned aifedion. 

** I told hitirall that I had done for his 
fervice, and gave him the pacquet from 
D« Dgminico di Rofii, 

C 2 *'It 
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** It contained letters from himfelf to 
Don Antonio, and froni his lady to Ifa- 
bella. And alfo one from Don Antonio's 
uncle, in reply to one he left to be fent to 
him after he was gone; excufing his elope- 
ment with Ifabella^ by deliring him tofup* 
pofe himfelf in his fituation, ancf then afk« 
ii^, wiiether he could refufe the bleflings 
of love and fortune, to gratify an elder 
brother, who neither loved nor cared for 
him? 

, ** The uncle, in his reply, confe0ed that, 
in his heart, he exculed him; .but that be 
dared not avow it to his father or brother. 
That Don Girolamo was like a madman for 
many days : and, though his rage had fub- 
lidcfd, his refentment remained. And that 
be was of opinion, that it would not be fafe 
for him to return to Naples. . 

•' Don Antonio faid, he had no fuch 
intention ; and that he was as happy here 
as be could be in any part t)f the worM. 

"There 
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'* There is only one thing wanting to make 
my happinefs pcrfcft." 

** I aflced what that was, and whether I 
could not procure it for him? He faid^ 
it was a prieft of his own religion to vifit 
him, and to perform the duties of the Ro- 
mifh Church for them. 

^^ This I undertook to do in a fhort 
time. 

*' I went to the family of a Catholic ba- 
ronety and obtained that his chaplain fliould 
attend them at the great feftivals^ and fome 
of the holidays of the year. This compleated 
their wifhes, and there never was a happier 
family. It was a delightful autumn. I 
carried Don Antonio with me a ihooting. 
Sometimes we went a fifliing in the boat. 

" One very fine day, we perfuaded Ifa- 
bella to go with ts. The wind was high, 
and we had fome difficulty in landing. 
Ifabella fell into the water. I jumped in 
after her^ and brought hergfafely to land. 

C 3 She 



She wa3 a good deal frigbteped^ and terf 
. wet, but not otherwife hurt. 

^^ I kfc the boy to bring ^e boat aibore; 
and Don Antonio and I gave our iwbofe 
attention to Ifabella. We carried her home 
between u$. She got dry clothes and liiient 
and met u$ at dinner* 

** She then paid her acknondedgDoeqts tt> 
me; but faid^ Ihe would have nothing CO 

do with water-parties from this time for* 
ward. 

'' It Teemed as if every circumfUnce that 
occurred ferved to endear us to each other, 
and to cement our mutual friendfliip. 

'^ I took poflelficMi of my farm. I planned 
an addition to the houfej a new lower 
room, and a chamber over.it. Ifitbella de?- 
fjred I would .make it iarge enough to re- 
ceive a wife; and Antonio added his ur- 
gency, that I ihould give them> one day, it 
neighbour. " 

" 0oa 



^ Don Anfioiuo was ftibj^A to tbe cbolk 
conftitutionaUy • I went ta a fea^rc tcram, 
at about twelve miks diftaoGe^ in tfaei>aat^ 
and tooi^ with.ine only the.boy I fa^^^e me0- 
.tioiie4* . . . -i 

** J w€»t to a falc jrt the Cuftpm-boufif , 
} purchafed a titb of Hollands geneva, u 
k>t of brandy^ and fonie other artitles. I 
{ftiomidltheffiiin^be.hpfttx and c^rru:^ them 
iifely hPHf^ft At -liny Fptnw, Uqa Antonip' 
^fvas.iU with th$; qholicr J tol^him ][ b^ 
;l>rp|ight acyrje &r iu an^ that^a^ the wea- 
ther grew cpW> he wnaft take lome of it 
-ii^equcfttly^ to fo«tify hijn ^gaiaft , the. ap- 
proach of wiwec* 

** In^iied it^iihb^aiiigwjitpr^wdp^ 
.ft^a^rgWi^d gk^r in it* He took \ty an4 
fcttnd felkf |tfeiScqtly» 

" He faid, that I forclaw all his wantt, 
and knew how to provide flgainft tiicm. I 
bade hin> keep this liquor alvfays in tl^ 
his^vfts ajHl npt fev to u^ it freely* 

C 4 « As 
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'* As winter came on, my friends retreated 
from room to room ; and, at laft, fettled in 
the keeping parlour, which was a very warm 
and comfortable room: and ladvifed Ifii- 
bella to have a conftant fire in her bed- 
chamber* With all thcfc precautions, 
they found the winter Icfs fevere than thd^ 
expeded. 

^' I talked with the hind^ and found hiia 
able to conduft the farming budncfs. His 
wife performed the dairy work, and had a 
pcafant girl under her. The houlhold was 
now eftablilhed, and regularly conduced. 

^* During the winter feafon, I taught my 
friends to underftand the Englifh languagej 
and I read and converfed with them. 

*' In this happy fociety, the winter wore 
away imperceptibly : I never knew itfo 
ihort. 

<* We welcomed the approach of Sprii^., 
I fought for the earlieft flowers^ to grace 
the fair Ifabella's bofom ; the fnow-drop, 

the 
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^ yiEjlow crocus, and the purple, inter- 
mixed with lauruftinus. I woi^ agark^nd^. 
and placed it upon her head. AntQniof 
was not difpleafed at my gallantrjr^ but 
complimented xnj tafte. 

. " I told them, I .muft fhortljr take a?: 
journey to London, and to Briftol ; and de^ 
fired them to think of what I could dp for 

their fcrvice. They feemed loth to part 
with me, and bade me^haften my retfurn. ^ "^ 

•^ I was abfent- betwech two and three 
months, on buRnefs* bf various kinds. I' 
brought down wij:b me a mifteNbUiWer,!* 
who undertook my {x-opofed'alcerattdns idt 
my farm-houfe. It was an aukward, 1r-^* 

* ' - » 

i. 

regular building, that looked %etf enbugh 
in front, having tworooms and-a paflfagey.' 

but, behind, it was quite in' and out, ancF 

* » • • • • . 

cfne quarter vacant ) fo that it made a kind 
of triangle. My builder pf opofecJ ' to fill ' 
tip riVis quarter, and make it a 'fqu£trc' 
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bouie^ and to cany the offices down to one 
64c, into thtpa^, ... 

" I was to have one very good padout> 
aod a fiore^room ; and, above, .a veiy good 
bed-chamber and dreffing«room, ynith a 
ifeparatt ftzir^^k. The roof nvas to be 
railed) and iw» good garrea in frontj 
two, not fo good, for the ufe of the fermen 

^* The lea& expir^ at Michaelmas. 
Several teQants offered, and propofed vo* 
* lUJitarUy to raife the rent. i. j^t k to a re- 
ijponfible inani for ^ne faun^rfBd pound$ 
t ye«rj vrhich was ten pounds advanced 
frntj and tsj^fidkioned for my own referved 
Iipifftn7cn(« 

^* I ha4 cvoy place put into thorofugh 
repair, and made a good road ffoni the 
manfion-bouie. 

<^ My friends complained, that this un- 
dertakii^ engro0ed my time and attention^ 
and that rfiey had lefs of my company. I 
obfcrved, that Dmna Ifabella was increa&d 
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in iiz€ ;' and congratulated bcr hufband od 
the profped of aahcir, who/fbould be ait 

«' He received my eompUrrtem coldly; 
tod turned the convcrfation. i thought hi 
feemed to think rt tt)o great a Mberty : I 

coidd not whtrffik accour^t fcxr his be^ 

baviour» ' . • » 

*^ I thought I faw> at times, a caft of 
ciarc upon his browj but he was gc^cr^Uy 
as open as ever. IfabeUa was unwell, and 
often retired to her apartment, *^ 

^ " One day^ he fpoke upon the fubje£t 
hipcifclf. H? wished Ifebella had fome 
female friend, to advifc her in thp choice of 
a nurfe, and a midwife • I faid, heihould 
confult the doftor in the next town i and 
he ^wojuld^xeCQOMwnd a nurfe, anid provide • 
all .oth?r conyeB icaqie« . 

4^ ^^ He de^redjirac to cxplaia my meaiw 

|pg« I rOOuU h^ly make ium underftand^ 

C 6 ' or 
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or believe, that men attended our ladies In 
the office of accoucheur. - 

^' He rated againft the iffiproprkty and 
indecency of this cuftom: faid, that the 
Italian ladies would never permit fucl| 
things ', and that his Ifabella ffaould n^er 
fubmit to them. I told htmt that I was 
not. able to decide upon the fubjefl: : *^ but, 
let it be good or evil^ it is unjuft that your 
refentment fliould fall upon me^ who only 
anfwcred your qucftions.*' 

" He fcemcd to recollcft himfelf, and 
apologized for his warmth 5 but I thought 
iiis behaviour capricious and abfurd. 

" The wife of the hind lay in in the 
houfe. She was attended by an old wo- 
man, the midwife of the parilh. 

" Don Antonio took occafion to re^ 
mark upon the fubjcft, and to tax me with 
falQiood. He alkcd the hind, whether 
men cvei* attended in fuch cafes ? The 
man 5ainrwercd, that the gentry ^ways be* 
"" fpoke 
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ipoke thcdodor ;* and .only ppor men^liko 
hitnfelfj employed the old woraaju s .,^ 
" Thift noftde him more; eafy. ^He: odv 
dcred the, woman tpi attend Ifajbeli^n 40^ to 
give her advice. 9nd afitftance; \ and iSM 
confiitDed the truth of my reponv < ' ' i 
: ^ He &dmed uheafy and unfatisfied lit 
his mind 4 and faid, that it was a kind of 
facrilege for any man to approach IfabellA 
in her prefent fituasion. He did not like 
that I fhould fee or comrerfe with hen He 
faid^ it wa$ owing to his care and anxiety 
about her ^ and always feemed .confcious, 
that his behaviour ftood in need of an 
apology* 

** Upon this occafion, it came into my 
mind, that the dearei^ ^nd moft intimate 
friends might fee too much of each pther^ 
and that it would be prucJeat in me to* 
&ek another home ^ that I Vfould go an 
eK£tirfion> . and come over now and then^ 

till rni houfe was fimilfcd i that I would' 
' rcfidc 
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fcfifk ' there Kxnc niootos is the xummcr^ 
and go to London^ or to Biiftcd^ ia die 

'* 1 took lesre of Antonio^ who (md,he 
Wtf bcry^to lofe flay oMBpM^; but litt 
looks fasi iemediuig . yety diObfatt. J 
luid (iuie nothing to forfeit Jw nguxl ^ 
and I knew not wbethrr Lwas tnpte angrf^ 
tr gnev<^d> at his hehaviour* . 
: ^ i de&rcd him Ao addfltfs faia letters ta 
be left U £he poft-hottfe.at N-^^^^ ; .ahd» if 
be btd occifioo for my fcrvicos^ he. nnjgha 
Comihaod my return at a ihort notice* 

'^ .He embraced me^ and defire4 me to 
excuie any thing that I thoitght mAf$ ia 
l)is tffloper^ pr cond^ , ^wing nue^ that 
bis aficiftioa for me was as ftroog as ever*. 

'* I wiQied I bad notio foon given credit 
to profcflioos and fair apjtcaraaqe^ I re- 
pented that I had pyrchafed the farm, 9nd 
laid out more upon it^ and thus ixed my 

rpf^ijcf M^r the jnai^SoA^ 

" I went 



** I went a tour tthrough CancAridgf* 

back again J through Nocdighamftmi 
IJnoakiihii>e;andKaff<llk* hOgmldimn 
bfian k9pp&f ^ipuled ^ kot I bud . a Xhpm in 

awn comforts^ 

^ ^^Whca I etunt to .N-t^^rr) rl :&Mad t«r« 
}eciiers from Dota Antonio. 1 o the firll 'he 
dcqimntcd mr^ that his dear ifs^lla had 
brought him a fon^ and ckinaiided m^ 
GOfigratttlationi* Ic the IkamA^ be wifted 
for my return; and to oonfult me on the 
fubjed of his farm, as he thought his ma« 
nager put him to coo mudi acpen^. 

" There was alfo a letter from my archi* 
teft, who wiihed me to fee the ftate of my 
houfe^ and to give -orders for the* fitting it 
up on the infide. I refolved to go thuhei5 
direftly. ' 

*' I wrote to my correfpondcnt in Loni- 
don to fend me down goods to furnifli my^ 

apartment. 



apartment, neat> and plauij and, fitting for sl 
farm-houfe. I determined to go into it as 
fooa as it (hoold be &u(hcdi and^ in (tie 
mean tiaie» I fhoold find emfdoymentin it» 

^» I returned to D j and went &^ 

reftly to the manfion-hoofe. My heart did 
not beat with joy, as it ufed to do, when I 
approached it: but t determined to fee how 
the land lay; and^ if I (£d not like my 
reception, to. take up my lodging at the 
ifin in the village. 

** Don Antonio received me as a wel- 
come gueft. I thanked him for his letters^, 
and congratulated him on the birth of his 
fon. He feemed more at cafe within him- 
ielf, and more free in his behaviour to me. 
liabella brought her child to fhew me: her 
behaviour was free and kmdr Antonio V 

* ♦ 

irycs were fipccd^ on her^and tncj he never 
' withdrew them a moment; his counte- 
oance varied often> yet he. fiaeoned to con* 
ceal ibc emotions of k^ mind. ; I faid ta. 

: . :.. I myfclf— 
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myfttf-^** Is not this man jealous?. IP fb^ 
it actounts at once for his late conduft. i 
know myfelf innocent' of having girth* 
caufe for it: but that is hot fuffitient to 
fatisfy a mind tinged with this fatal paflioni 
I will obferve him carefuUv^ and cOme to 
an explanation with him/' 

'5 He behaved in a kind and friendljr 

inanner for ieveral days, and in that time 
he confulted me concerning the manage- 
ment of his farm. 

*^ I told him, that his fervant wasrightf 
that he ought to be generous tp his farm', 
and that it would repay him feven-fold— 
That^ as he kept a head man and a boy in 
the houfe, that was fufficient; and it was 
better to hire men occafionally^ than to in* 
creafe the number of fervants to be con- 
ftantly maintained. 

*' He was convinced by my arguments^ 
and thanked me for my counfeU 

« I advifcd 



^ liadsrifbd Urn to iMfcei aoq|uai»twcir 
'wich Ibim of the Dogbboionfig 'gniti7> 
AttC he drctineid k* 

^ He complatned ^of laflltude and snK 
tquietude; and fsud^ 'be never e^xperienceft 
'&Ch feelings in Itaty. t toklliiln, k wa» 
Owing to want of ^ciety, and twant of em^ 

^J^hyfWH^ t TecQinniei!fcd«4 <he ftqc^ of 
<|gric«lti»rcji fayir^:^ the gr^t^ft pbiiolQF- 
f hers had (bov^ it worthy of th^ir attwf* 
tion. I got books of ttua kiad i^f hiff^ 
9nd he promifed to perufe them^ I ^vifed 
him to make an excurfion wicb me; but be 
excufed hioifelf, fayiog> he could not leave 
Ifabella alone. I faid» flie would be cxor 
ployed in her nuriery duties and employe 
ments* 

** And who is to be her protcftpr im 
my abfcncc ?*• 

•* She will not want any, for ifee wIB 
not be ia danger of any kind>" 

*.* I win 
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^* I wUl not^sh<ft 10 thaC' S^id hfi: " I 
-win mOt kaifc her/' 

*« As you plcafc. Sir: but I caqnot COIJ- 
cjeiyc v^hat you .are afraid .of.'* 

*^ .Within a week, his cojantenanoc .was 
^alter^d again, and fcemed full of anxiety 
and fufpicion. When he was.in fyll confi* 
dence with n>ei he ufed to call me. Dm 
JFrancifcOi or, Mio caro ^mt(o! when in this 
way, it was Capitano Maurici-, and this, hj 
degrees, became the general appellation. 

^* One evening, as we were fitting after 
fupper, and Ifabella was prefent, he alked 
4ne, whether I nei^er intended to go to fta 
Jgain ? 

'^ I paufed fome time before I anfwered; 
and then faid — ^* I do not know; but I 
know for whofe fake I have ftaid at home.'* 

^* He looked earneftly at me, as if ex<» 
pelting a farther mfwer. 

" I then faid-— *'J thwigh?* Sir, that you 
had occafioo for tiny %V)CQ$j gi^ thiat I 

was 
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was obliging you by giving you my com- 
panyj at lta(t, you gave me rcafon to be- 
lieve fo," 

*' He coloured, hefitatcd, and was (6 
confbfed, that he could not fpeak plainly. 

At laft, he faid he was very much obliged 
to n;e, but he (hould be fbrry that I fhould 
lofc the great advantages J made by my 
voyages to Naples and Medina^ on his 

account* 

•^ I anfwered-— " You have made Naples 
too warm a country for me • But I Iboukl 
be ^lad to know what yeu drive at; and 
I beg you would explain your meaning 
farther." - 

^' He faid, he had no meaning but what 
was for my advantage. 

^' You, then, prefer my advantage to 
your own fatisfadtion, at this time ?" 

** Yes, Seignior Capitanoj I would not 
that you fliould lofc your time.'* 

" How 
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*^ How comes 4t that you did not. think 
fo a year ago?'* 

** SeignioFj I thought— I believed— I 
wiflied that you would not leave us, 
iintil— till— till— '• 

** Till you had no farther need of me. 
You, then, preferred your pleafure to my 
advantage ?" 

** I fmiled indignantly, and he feemed 
to (hrink into nothing. He took fliame 
to himfelfj and was lilent. 

^^ Ifabella looked at us both. She faid— 
«♦ Don Antonio! — ^Don Francifco!— what 
is die matter ? I fear you do not uoderiland 

facb other." 

^' I am afraid I underftand too much. 
I leave you, Don Antonio! I wi(h you a 
good night]** 

** So faying, I took niy hat, and went. 

out of the room, as if I was going up to 

bed. 1 bowed to IfabeUa as I retired. As 

libon as I had walked a cum io th^ 

garden. 
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gird(Sf), t tt&>lPtt t6 gb 46iteet}f ^ the 
inn« I did fo. I fpcnt a veiy R^ttoft^aind' 
iihetff oighi;. I w^ ifiibf^loceho^to a*£t 

in this dilkgireable (Ituation^ whether to 
reconcile mjrfelf to Don Antonio, or to. 
break with him for ever. I felt, by turns^ 
refentmcttt, piiy, and forgivenefs. I pi- 
tied his jealoufy, I refented his ingrati- 
nidcj and I def^ifed his meannefs. 

*' Thus I fpeht the night and the day' 

at the inn. In tfie evening, I received the 
following note from Ifabdla — 

^ Doif Aktonid is very nmeh con-- 
cerned at what palled between- him and^ 
Don Franeiibo laft night : the thoughts of 
it deprived him of reft. A41 this day hc^ 
has been very ill with the cholie, an<i» 
gn9ws worie every hour; . 

•• Forgive, and forget, the irrfrrnii ties of 

ai 'friend, and hailen to our affiftance. Hi 

* 

to 



t^ hty ^kA Qkir. ottlf iiitmlr iU w( are 

m 

^^ r dbubtcd wKether to olSey thris" {bm- 
in6ns; but frfendfhijp got the better of my 
reicntmcnt, and I rcfolved t6 tiy Him dflCF 
more^ and tiiat for thchU' time. 

** I went to the manfion-Koufc'; IfabelTa^ 
was told T was come. She came dbwtt' 

** You sire very kind/' Ihc faid: ^ I 
thought you would not defert us; I war 
furc you would come. Let us go up 
ftairs^ for he wifhes and longs to feC 
you.** 

" I followed her into Antonio's cham- 
ber: he was rolfitig^boiift upon thte bed, in 
ajg;Ony. 

^* EfeKAed up tAshe^y^nd fsmme^ 
He heM'OOt )iis4iafid/ diui bid Im face in 
tHe pillow^ aff^if afiiamisd CO feeiwe; hack 

Uihud^ ztiA te gfiffcd «imelb«iigly^ 

i« I faid:^' 
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« I faid-T** Let u& make liaftcj . and 
get the medicine ready. I a(ked for the 
materials : the fervant brought them} . and 
I gave him a firong dofe of geneva aad 
boiling water^ with ginger grated into it. 

■ • • 

He Teemed to Ihake with cold. I fufpetSted 
that it was fomething of the gout in his 
ftomach^ as I had done before; and I had 
a^^Jlvifed him to drink more wine, for that 
it was neceflary in a country fo much 
colder .than his own'.^ but he Teemed to 
grudge the expence, and I found him 
afraid of that in every thing, I was obliged 

. to give him a fecond dofe, and a third. 

*• • • « * » 

At length it gave way, and the pain ajp.ated 
by degrees. .... 

'^ I advifed him to get fome repofe, and 

offered to leave him, but he begged me. 

• * 

to ftay: fo I threw rny^c^lf into ar great 
chair; and we both took z comfortable 
ikep, to our ^ reat refrelhmcnt. 

^! Ifabella lef<i t})e rpomj and I'lJaiiciecJ^ 

- . . • he 
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he did not like ro leave us together. Whfii 
once a fufpicion is gone forth, every^ 
trifling circunnftance feeois to add ftrength 
to it. 

*^ I defired Ifabclla to order fomc mut- 
ton-broth to be made, and that Antonio 
fhould cat nothing clfe. When he awoke, 
I enquired after his complaint; and he was 
quite eafy, I then took leave of him, in 
order to return to the inn. Both he and 
Ifabclla preffed me to ftay.; but I faid— 
** When you are well enough, we mufl: 
have a ferious converfation : there are fomc 
points to be fettled between us, before I 
can again lodge under your roof. God 
blcfe you — and farewell" 

" The next morning, I fent to know 
how Don Antonio did. The anfwcr was, 
that he was much better, and defired to 
fee me. 

^* I went' to the houfe, and into his 
apartment. As foon as we were alone. 

Vol. III. D I weac 
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I went to the bottom df the fubjc^ and 
ikfircd hicB to give me i^e rcaibnsof the 
alteratbn in hls< bebaviow towards »ei 
He was, at firft, Ihy and refcrvcdi bnit I 
jnfiiled on a full explanation. 

*^ He confeflSsd, that he had felt miich 
inquietude; but could not well explain 
the reafons of it. When I was abfent, he 
rcflcded upon my merit, and the fervices 
I bad done him; and then he loved me 
as well, or better than ever: but, when 
I was prefent, his inquietude returned, 
and he was almoft ready to wifli mt 
away again, though he condemned him^ 
[ fdf for it. 

" I defired him to tell me, if any jaut 
of my conduft had given caufe for this in- 
quietude ; if I had given him any offence ? 
I begged him to be very explicit, for it 
would oblige me very much; and, perhaps, 
it would lay the foundation of a right un- 
derftanding hereafter. 

Again 



€€ 
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^ *^ lAgain he fliufiied and hcficaced. 

^ Spcatouti Sir," faid I : *• cither fpeak 
llfat a Tmn> cr give me manly iatiifa£bion.-* 

•* He turned pale ; and, in a ftrange 
manner, half willing, and half afraid, he 
told me, that his fervants paid me rAorc re- 
ipe6t than they did him, and looked up to 
me for orders and directions ; and — and— 
and — he thought I meant to live here, and 
ht their matter. 

" I felt anger and contempt rife in 
my heart ; but the latter kept under the 
former. 

*' How could you think fo, when you 
fee me making an apartment for myfelf in 
my farm-houfe, and that I am preparing to 
refide in it as foon as it is habitable ? — But 
go on. Sir : tell me all the reft." 

" He faid, fome part of his inquietude 
was on account of Ifabella. When I was 
abfent, (he was always fpeaking in my 

D 2 praife ; 
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praife ; that I was fo clever, that I knew 
every thing that was to be done by land^ 
as well as Tea ^ and that I had refourcea 
for every thing — that (he once faid, (he 
believed, if Don Francifco were caft aihore, 
naked, in a ftrange country, he could make 
his fortune there, by being ufcful to every 
body that fell in his way — that he feared 
(he might, in time, love me better than 
himfelf — that he fometimes made the com- 
parifon againft himfelf, finding me fo 
nuich more ufcful in fociety; and that he 
wilhedhe had made himfelf capable of do- 
ing many things I did j only that, in his 
country, fuch things were thought un- 
worthy of a gentleman: but, though he 
valued me for knowing fo many things, 
he did not like that his wife, or depend- 
ants, Ihould love or rcfpeft me more than 
himfelf. 

*' Here he paufed, and looked afhamed, 

and yet glad it was over. 

« Is 
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'' Is this all that you can fay or think 
upon this fubjcd ?" 

^^ It is all," faid be ; ** and you have 
obliged mc to fay all that I think, or feel.'* 

** Well, Sir, I perceive it has been fuC» 
ficiently painful to you ^ and yet I am 

glad that you have been &> explicit with 
me. And now. Sir, hear me in turn, and 
hear me patiently. It is necefiary to probe 
A wound before it can be healed ; and to 
know your complaint, is a flep towards the 
cure. It depends upon you only, Don 
Antonio, to heal your wound, and to cure 
your diftemper. It is called jealoufy : that 
is it*s right name 5 and a worfe, or more 
painful one, is hardly to be found.. It 
makes you unjuft to me, and unhappy ifi 
yourfelf. I call Heaven to witnefs, that I 
have never injured you, in thought, word, 
or deed ; fo may I profper in all my 
ui>dertakings ! Thus far with regard to 
myfclf.— But you have alfo injured your 

D 3 wife. 
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wife, who dcfervcs your entire lore and 
confidence. You owe her your repentance, 
and reparation alfo. You are guilty of 
cruelty and injuftice. But what fhall I fay 
of your fufpicions of others, becaufc they 
pay me the relpeft they owe me, even 
upon your account ? They are mean and 
fordid, unbecoming a gentleman, unbe- 
coming a man. I am afliamed of them 
for you. They have kflened you in mf 
cfteem i they have driven me from you : 
for, after what yoa have confelSed, I can no 
longer take up my refidence in your houie. 
In the next place, Don Antonio, I muft in- 
form you, that my fortune is fufficient to 
live comfortably upon, without going to 

fea, unlefs I chufe to do fb; and that it 
belongs to me only to decide that point. 1 
mention this circumftance, to convince you 
that 1 never meant to faften myfelf upon 
you, nor to live at your expcnce. My 

« 

fpirlt is too high for that fituation 5 but, 

while 
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'While I was of fervice to. you, I thought | 
earned my board with you ; and that is aU 
I ever received from you. I never afked, 
nor received, any payment for your paffagc 
and accommodations during your voyagp 
to England. You profeffed younfelf my 
friend J you folicitcd my. company in the 
Itrongefi; manner; you faid^ you could do 
nothing without me. Deceived by your 
profeflionS) I thought we had eftablifiied 
the moft fincere and difintereftcd friend- 
fhip, which nothing could break or 
diHurb. Such a friendlhip is it's own de« 
fert and rccompencc. I would have di- 
vided my laft (hilling with you. Nothing 
but your own mean and injurious fufpiciojjis 
could have broken ours : and they will 
poifon your happinefs, whether I am with 
you or nox j for they will create objefts of 
doubt and diftruft,. and mix with every 
thing you do, or think. If I fought re- 
venge upon you, I could not have a 

D 4 greater 
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gmtcr one : but I advife you> as the laft 
proof of my regard for you, to drive this 
itv'il fpirit from your boibm, while you are 
fuffb-ing from the pains and troubles it has 
caufed you. Now is your only time ; for, 
tobe always fluftuating between right and 
-wrong, is a miferable ftate. Confult your 
prieft upon this fubjeft: it is a fcrious 
• matter. You have been ingenuous in your 
confeiTion to me. I thank you^ and for- 
give you for this reafon. May God be 
youi" proteflor ! May you be happy and 
fortunate ! — Farewel I" 

" While I was fpcaking, Don Antonio*s 
countenance varied continually. Refent- 
ment, (hame, and grief, were predominant- 
^n their turns. At the conclufion, the laft 
had the afcendancy. When I was going to 
leave him, he held me in his arms — he 

■ *■ 

wept — he held my cloaths. At laft, he fell 
on bis knees, and embraced mine : he im- 

* 

plored 
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plored my forgivenef» in the moft hmfnble 
manner. 

" I am never pleafed with improper hu- 
miliation. I never knew a perfon capable 
of an abje£b fubmifCon, that was not as 
ready to offend again. A mind that is 
confcioiis of it's own integrity^ fcorns to fay 
more than it means to perform. 

"I felt pity for Don Antonio, but it 
was mingled with contempt. I vaifed him 
from his knees, and begged him to be 
compoied. I told him> I would try the 
ftrength of his refolutions. in my own way j. 
,and, when I was convinced that his mind 
was cured of it's unjuft fulpicions, I would 
be to him all that I had ever been. In- 
the mean time, I muft leave hirn to his^ 
own confiderations. 

** We were called down to dinner. Ifa- 
l)ella met us with a fmile. She took my 
hand,^ and that of Antonio, and joined 

them together. She faid— -'^ May God 

•.. 

D 5 confirm 
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cbnfimi the union !" Antonio's eyes wcit 
full of tears. 1 bowed in lilence 5 * and we 
fit down to dinner. 

" After the fervant was retired, Ifabell^ 
acknowledged my kindnefs in coming to 
Antonio*s relief. She faid, whenever he 
was uneafy in his mind, thefe attacks of the 
cholic came upon him : but, (he hoped, all 
things were now fet right between us ; and 
that (he fhould never forget what fee owed 
to my fricndfliip. 

** Don Antonio faid but litde. He 
Cghcd often, and fcemcd full of vexation 
and care. 

«' When the evening came on, I took 
my leave. They both prcffed me to ftay 5 
but I had taken my refolution, and adhered 
to it. 

" I told them, I was going to London ; 
and aflccd, if I could do them any feryice 
there ? Antonio wilhcd me to enquire, if 
there were any letters for him from Italy. 

I pro- 
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•I promifed to do fo, and was goiag away i 
but he ftopped me— 

«^ Do not be in fo nwch bafte lo |eav^ 

vs« Let nie a& you a queftion-'' ; 

** Do fo, and I will anfwer it/* 
, ^^Svppo0ng we ihould wifli to make a 

» 

viiit to Italy, when the dear child is old 
enough to bear the voyage; would you 
not carry us thither in your (hip ?" 

*' It is not in my power, if it was pay in- 
clination. I have ibid my fbip; and^ if 
ever I go to fea again, it will be in a 
different way." 

'• That is unlucky!" 

*' Thus far I can ferve you : I can en- 
quire for a (hip that is going to Ibme port 
in Italy, and get you a paffage in it, if you 

* 

defire it." 

" I thank you, Sir : but where (hall I 

dircfl to you in your abfence ?" / 

" At Garraway*s CofFec-houfe, Cornhlil^ 
If you (hould chufe to fell your eftatc here, 

D 6 I drrc 
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I daifc iky, it wiU Jbe eafjr to find a cuflDmer^ 
It was bought very cheap; and, pothsq^ 
nsMf be fold to advantage/^ 

^* I have no thoughts of that, at prcfcnti 
but I will cofifider of k.** 

•' Again I took my leave 5 and it was 
with difficulty I got away. 

" I was very unealy in my mind. 'I 
was difappointed in that frrendfhip which 
I had relied upon as the chief comfort of 
my life. I was unfettled, and undeter- 
mined with rcfpeft to my future relidcncci 
and could only reiblve oa fpending the 
winter in London. 

" My new tenant took poflcffion of thc^ 
farm at Michaelmfas. It was now the latter 
end of O£kober» The goods I had o^ 
dcred were arrived, and my new rooms 
were getting into a ftate to receive them..' 
I had plcafcd myfclf with the tlioughts of 
the employment I (hould have in getting , 

my 



mf houTe in order hj Chriftnia^, when I 
iatended to mhabit it. My fchemes wem 
all overfet. I put the g^^ods into the^romm 
UApackedy locked tjbe doors of my new 
apartment) and gave &e keys to the 
&rmer. I fent ,for all my baggage fmm 
the manfion-houfe^ packed up my a{^«*e^ 
and fet off to N-— -, and from thence' 
to London* 

*' I found a letter for Don Antonio at 

« 

the nfual place. I cnclofed it in a cover^ 
and fent it to him direftly* 
\ " At a coffce-houfe that I freqatcnted, I 
met with many feafaring people, A gentle^ 

, man was going to Antwerp, hearing that 

the Emperor was endeavouring to revive 
the trade of that port, formerly fo famous. 

' He invited me to go with him, and I ac- 

cepted his offer. 

** We (ailed (bon after, with a fair wind, 
aad had s good voyage* The captain, 

who 
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who wan likewiie the chitf owner, fbud 
ibme time at Antwerp 3 but I vifited all 
the principal towns in Bmbant. From 
thence I went through Flanders, ami at 
lad came down to Oftend. I laid plafis, 
in my own mind, for eftaUifhing a trade 
hereafier. Finding a fliip ready to iail 
far Harwich, I returned home in it, 
having been abfent between *four and five 
months* 

« 

■ 

"I foufld, at the coffcc-houfe I fre- 
quentedj three letters from Don Antonio, 

'* The firft contained an acknowledg- 
ment of the receipt of his letter from Italy. 
It brought an account of the marriage of 
Don Girolamo, his eldelt brother ; and 
that his refentment againfl: him was as 
ftrong as ever-^that his uncle was now of 

- » • * 

the party againfl him, and had promifed to 

make Girolamo his heir — that there was, 

therefore, no encouragement for him to 

return to Naples again. 

« The 
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^< The fecond gave an -account of the 
ficknefs and death of his foft— that Ifabctla 
was incoiifolable for his lofs >, and he was 
obliged to ftifie his own grief; and to be 
her comforter. 

" The third was an enumeration of 
the wants of the family, and a com- 
miffion to fend them (lores of all kinds. 
He was furprized* that he had not heard 
from me, but fuppofed I was abfent, and 
hoped to hear from me ss foon as I was 
returned. 

*' Now, this commiflion I wifhed td 
decline; for he had honoured me in the 
fame way whenever I went to London, 
but never once offered to repay me the 
money I had laid out for him ; and I be* 
gan to wilh to withdraw from all con* 
neftk>n with him. 

'^ I anfwered his three letters in one, as 

briefly as pofiible* I condoled with him 

on 
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on the death, of his ibn> and wiihed t^e 
\q& .might be repaired. I adviied him 

to fend for his family ftores to N ^ 

vehich was but little more than ten miles^ 
rather than from London, which was an 
hundred^ as the beft oeconomy. I wilhed 

him and Ifabella he^th and happinefs^ and 
{6 concluded. 

** My farmer lent me a letter alio. He 
wifhed me to come to D He had 

Ibme farther improvements to propofe to 
mes and he would have my apartment 
aired and got ready upon my firft notice. 

** I fcnt word, that I would be with him 
on the twentieth of May ; and I was exad 
to my time*'*^ 

Here Captain Maurice ftopped to take 
breath i and I dcHred him to poftpone the 
remainder of his ftory till another day. 

* He faid,v he would do fo 5 for, he be- 

lieyed> I was tired^ as well as himfelf ; 

■• . • 

and 
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ami what followed woisld be very pain^ 
fol for him to relate: but he was re- 
foived to make a full confeffion of a9 
hts fins, relying upon my honour and fe- 
crefy, and hoping I would accept it as a 
pledge of his iincere penitence, and his 
rcfolution to make every atonement in his 
power. 

And, now, my dear friend, I will con- 
clude this letter. Make it known to your 
children, that the friend of their mother is 
theirs alfo j that Ihe longs to embrace 
them, and to tell them fo. 

Donna Ifabella di Soranzo falutes you. 
She promifes you her friendlhip. She in- 
vites you to vifit her, as foon as yoa arc 
fully informed of her paft fufferings, and 
her prefent fituation. She will foon lay 
claim to your tendered pity and afiedion"- 
ate regards. 

My adopted children prefent their re- 
fpedful compliments to Mrs. StridUand, 

and 
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and her youog people* They hf>pc to bt^ 
in due tinre^ their friends^ playfellows^ and 
humble fervants. I atn 

Yours truly and affedtion aitely, 

Francss Darnfoho* 



LETTER 
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LETTER XII. 

MRS* DARNFORDj TO MRS, STRICTLAND. 

TT TUMAN Nature is undefineable. 
•*• ^ Man vainly drives to invcftigate it. 
Some believe it naturally prone to evil: 
others^ that it is equally fuiceptible of 
good and bad impreifions ; and this is the 
tnoft reconetkable to reafon^ and to expe- 
rience. Man is born liable to fin^ but ndt 
incapable of virtue : yet he muft be conti« 
Dually on his guard againft the dangers 
that furround him; or preient pleafure^ or 
prefent paflions, will weigh down the hope 
of future recompencc. Even men of good 
principles, and moral conduct, are liable 
to fall, by inicniible fteps> into crimes 
that, at Br&y they lb udder at. 

I fell into thefe refledions while I was 
imparing to continue the hiftory of Cap- 
tain 
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tain Maurice for your perufal: a ixian oT 
^ mixed charadber^ fuch as compofe the 
bulk of mankind; for very few arc abfb- 
Jutely good, or atrocioufly wicked. 

Captain Maurice, at his next vifit, con- 
tinued his ftory as follows— 

'' I came to my farm on the twentieth 
of May, as I had pronnifed. I brought 
with me fome books on the improvements^ 
in agriculture, which I recommended to 
my tenant's perufal. I talked with him 
upon his propofed alterations, and we were 
mutually fatisfied with each other. 

•' The day after my arrival, I fent a 
meflage of enquiry after the health of An- 
tonio and Ifabella. They fent an anfwer, 
defiring to fee me as foon as poffible. 

" In the evening, John Roberts, whom 
I bad placed with them, came with a fe- 
cond meflage, defiring my company to 
dioMr oo dbe mormw. After he had de* 

livercd 
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KvcTcd his meflage, he deiired mc to hear 
what he had farther to fay, on his own 
account. 

'^ He told me, that Don Antonio was 
a very odd-tempered man->-that he was 
pleafed and difpleafed without any reafon— - 
that he had long been tired of living with 
him^ and that he had given him warning, 
fix weelcs ago, to leave him at the month's 
end; but his mailer either could not, or 
would not, underftand him, nor would He 
let him go — that, hearing I was expeded, 

he ftaid till I Ihould come to D , 

hoping that I Ihould make his mafter hear 
reafon, and that they ihould part upon 
good terms. 

** I promifed to fettle matters with his 
mailer. He aiked me, whether I intended 
to go to fea again? If I did, he hoped 
I would take him with me. I faid, it was 
uncertain; but, if I did not myfelf,! would 
recommend him to another ihip-^mafter. 

He 
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He was full of complaims of hi» maAor^* 
jealous and fufpicious temper ; but I cHft 
him (hort, and ienc him home. 
. ^ The next day, I went to ditm^ at the 
manfion-houfe. Don Aatoaio received mc 
with formal civilicy, but noc with the 
warmth of frtendihip. Ifabella was more 
frank and open in her bchario^u-^ She 
was full of grief for die lo(s of her ion, and 
told me erery circumftance of his ficknefs 
and death, 

^^ I faid all that I could think of, by 
way of confolation, both to her and her 
hufband* 

•* After dinner, we convcrfed on various 
fubjeds, I took occafion to mention 
John's complaints; particularly that, after 
having given him the ufual warning, he 
refufed to let him go. I (aid, perhaps he 
was not fully informed of our laws and 
cuftoms: that fervants here were as free 
as their mafiers^ and, in caie- of diflike on 

either 
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either fidc> they were equally free to fepa« 

XdSic, either giving the other the ufual 

ivarning, or a month's wages. He was 

angry. He faid, the lower fort of people 

had too -much liberty in England; it only 

made them faucy and ungovernable. I 

would not enter into the fubjeft with himt 

I only told him> fuch were our laws and 

cuftomsj and they muft be complied with. 

*' ^He fuppofed, I would take him again 

into my fervicc. I faid, th^ was uncertain; 

and, after he had fairly left him, it was of 

no confequence to whom he fhould offer 

himfelf. He feemed difpleafed with rtic, 

te well as with John. I turned the iubje£b« 

* ** I&bdla told me fhe had received feveral 

civil mcffages from the re&or's wife, oa 

«ccountof the chtid'sficknefs and death. I 

wiihed ihe had encouraged her acquaint* 

ance; and (he might, then, have acquired 

a neighbour, and^ perhaps, afriend. 

^^ Antonio faid, he could not bear tht 

idea 
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idea of a married prieft. I anfwered^ tkat 
married prieftt were much lefs dangerous^ 
among men's wives and daughters, than 
fuch as took a vow of chaftity, which they 
never wilhcd nor intended to keep. 

** He was offended; but feemed to 
check himfelf, as if afraid of affronting 
me. Again I changed the fubjeft; but wc 
coitild not agree In opinion on hardly any 
point: and I no longer paid attention to his 
humours, as formerly, but fpokewith an 
honeft and manly freedom j yet not rudely, 
nor merely to gratify my own temper. 

^' I invited Antonio and Ifabellato dine 
with me, in my new apartment, and wifhed 
them to name a day. Antonio feemed to 
demur, and doubt whether to accept my 
invitation. I fmiled^ and, I fear, it was 
rather contemptuoufly : for I faid— *' As 
I know your engagements and occupations 
arc very numerous, 1 leave you to confider 
and refolve upon this imjportant fubjeft.'* 

I turned 
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I turned to IfabcUa, and faid — "When 
Don Antonio has dctcrmiqed qn the day^ 
be (6 good to let me know as ibon as 
poffible, that I may get fomething for ypu 

to eat." She anfwered, that (he hoped I 
would not take too much trouble upon 
myfelf on that account. 

*' Antonio looked fuUen and referved* 
I afked him to lend me the boat, and. I 
would endeavour to get fome fifh for him. 
He faid, it was always at my ferviec. I 

took my leave* 

" The next morning, I fent to defir©- 
Don Antonio would let John go with me 
a-filhing. I was anfwered, that he was 
wanted at home, and could not be fparcd. 
Jack flipped a note into the boy's hand, 
and in it were thefe words— 

ft 

" It is all nothing but ill-humour 
and croffhefsj for matter could fpare mc if 
he would. Sir, your friend and fcrvant, 

«J. R/' 
Vol. Hi. * E « Na 
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^^ No matter/' faid I : " he ihall uoi 
provoke tne to do any thing to blame my^ 
(^, fpr hereafter^ I will bear with him . 
for. a whik; and he (hall not drive n^ 
awfty from my own houfe/' 

" I took my tenant's boy with me* I 
caught a good many fifti. I fent half of 
them to the manfion-houfe, and had the 
reft drefled at home. 

*' Mrs. Ringrofe, my tenant's wife, was 
a clever and managing woman. They 
had five children; three daughters, 'and % 
two fons. 

" The eldeft daughter was about eigh- 
teen years old; a neat and well- looking 
girl, healthy, and chearful. I meditated " 
whether (be would not be a fuitable wife 
for me, but was not refolved on making 
the offer. I only mention it to you, as a 
proof that I never had a thought of le- 
ducing Anionio's wife: but one induce- 
ment 
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ment to tnzrrhgc was, the hope ic fnight 
cure him of his jealoufy. 

" One day, the followiftg weeki they 
<lmed with xnej and I defired Mrs. Ring« 
rofc to do the honours of my table. An- 
tonio was difpleafed at it; and, after fhe 
was retire^l. he mentioned it as an affront 
to Ifabclla. I explained to him the dif^ 
ference between an Engliili farmer and an 
Italian one, who is only the vaflal of his 
lordj and docs not .prefume to eat of the 
wheat which he fows and reaps. I told 
hini, that his hufbandman was a better 
man; *' for he is a freeman, and your Italian 
vaflal is a flavc.** He was not pleafed with 
my explanation: but I defended my aflcr- 
tions and, upon that ground, my fctting 
the farmer's wife at my table, 

** I vifited Antonio about once a week^ 
He feldom came to me. He was referved 
and abftrafted in his manners, except when 
he wanted my advice and alTi dance; and 

.El then 



^6 SCHOOL FOR WlDOV^s: 

then he was free enough. We frequently 
differed in opinion, and I fpokc my own 
itntiments freely, and fometimes ventured 
t'o*tot3ch him in a tender part; but I did 
it to cure him of his eternal jealoufy and 
fufpicioh* 

" Once, when he was talking of return- 
ing to Italy, I afkcd him how he Ihould 
like that Ifabella Ihould be attended by a 
Cicifbeo ? He was much offended at it. 

4 

'* Nay," faid I, *^ but you muft fubmit 
to the cuftom of your own country. I da 
not fay this, to difluadc you from return- 
ing to Italy, for I really think it is die befl: 
thing you can do. But, how will- your 
countrymen receive you, if you oppole, or 
blame, the fyftem of Cicifbeifm?** 

" He was very angiy, and went out of 

« 

the room. I confcfs, that I was to blame 
to urge him on this fubjedt, knowing his 
weaknefs in this refpeft ; but, when he was 

blaming 
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blaming the manners of my country, ic 
was natural to advert to thofe of his own* 

" It was my intention to ft ay in. the 
country all the fummer and autumn^ and 
then to take a trip to the Continent, and 
winter there. I was likewife meditating 
on a fcheme for eftabliihing a trade at 
ibme port in Flanders. 

" Antonio grew daily more^ refcrved 
and uncompanionable; and» in confe-- 
quence, I went fcldomer to his houfc. I 
behaved with a general civility, but with 
lefs familiarity than ever. Ifabelia fcemed 
concerned at it; and this increafed her 
hufband's chagrin and ill-humour: (he 
knew not what he would have; nor, as it 
ieenaed, could he have informed her. 

" I was never of an idle difpofition, but 
loved always to be doing fomething. I 
ufed to employ myfelf, of an evening, 
with making a net. As fqon as it was fi« 
oiflied, I wanted to ufe it; and, the next 

E 3 morning. 
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mornings I went out, with intention to gd 
a^fifliing, and 1 promifcd Mrs, Ringroftr 
fomc fifli for her dinner. When I had got 
about half-way to the creek, I met Ek)n 
Antonio. I had my net coiled about mf 
left arm, and a crab-tree ftick in my right 
hand. 1 juft touched my hat to him, and 
pafled on: he crofled the path, and inter- 
cepted mc. 

" So,. Sir/' faid he, ^*you aregwnga* 
fifhing?" 

" I am. Sir.** 

" You might, at Icaft, have let ma 

know it/* 

^' To what purpofe, Sir? Did I ever 
life your boat without fending you a fhara 

of the fifh ?'' 

. •^ No!'' he believed not. 

• «' Then be fatisfied with your fiflicrman, 
or elfc he will fcrve you no longer.*' 

'' I faid this between jcft and earneft; 
but he turned pale with anger. I never 

loved 
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lor^d paU anger ^ for it fhews a malignant 
hearty but I had not the lead fufpicion of 
fhe m^Kcious intention of Antonio. 

** While we were talking, I coiled up 
the net upon iny arm, and left my right 
fide unguarded. At that iriftant, he ftab- 
bed me with a dagger, which he held in 
his hand urlperceived by me, I turned 
quickly. I fcized his hand, wrenched the 
dagger from him, and threw it to feme 
diftance. My paflion rofe above my go- 
vernance. 

« Traitor!— Aflaffin!" fald I: *^ is it 
thus you repay ni'y lervices?" 

" I fcized him by the collar, with my 
left hand, and Ihook him till he gafped for 
breath. I thought not of my wound. I 
took my ftick, and laid it upon him; I beat 
him unmercifully from head to foot, and 
upon every part that came in my way. 

« It is thus," faid I, " that an Englifh- 

E 4 • man 
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man relents the injury done him by an un- 
grateful and treacherous Italian!'' 

<* When I let him go, he fell to the 
earth, is in an agony of pain. My paffion 
abated, and I began to feel an emoiion of 
pity for him. 

" Go home," faid I, ^* and wa(h your- 
felf with vinegar, and lie a*bed a few 
days. I did not feck your life, though you 
have mine. I will now take fome care of 
myfelf; but, whatever happens, remember 
that you were the aggreffor." 

** I took my pocket-handkerchief, and 
put it againft my wound. I wound thd 
net about my body as tight as I could, 
and turned about to go home. I faw 
Jack Roberts at a diftance; I hallooed to 
him—hc came running. As foon as he 
came near^ 1 faid — " Jack, take care of 
your matter j he has met with kn accident, 
and fo have I. Lead him home diredly, 
and put him to bed. We have fought.. 

Say 
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S^y npthing to any body ; but take him 
home dircdily, ot he will not be able to 
go. I am bleeding. ^ Alk your mafter 
w^^.bas wounded me« God be vfith 
your 

" He went to raife his mafter^ but was 
not able, I went to his affiftance : we ratfed 
l^lm. He kaned upon John's ihoulder, and: 
mpxed flpwJy,, groaning bitterly* i , . 
^" I walked flowly tjowards my own > 
hpme, and began to find myfelf grow^ 
weak and faint ^ with lofs of blood; for,* 
tbougb. tny w^ound was not dcep> I loft. a 
gpod deah 

*^ When I entered the houfe, I fat 
down on the firft chair I met with, v Mrs* - 
Ringrofe and her daughters came about 
me, and enquired what was the matter?' 
I told them, [I had met with an accidenti 
but bade them not be frightened, for I 
fhpuld foon get the bntx^r of it. I begged ^ 
they, would let a man-fervant help me up 

E 5 ftairs 
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ftairs^ and pfit cnc to bed. Mr. Ringrofc 
aflifted me himfclf. As foon as I inras 
undrcffed^ I made a pledget of linen, and 
drcflcd my wound, tying a napkin round 
my body. My tenant was frightened at 
l!he (Tght of my (hirts but I charged him 
not to (peak of it. He helped me to put 
on a clean ihirt, and then I went into 
bed. He would fain have fc'ftt for a fur- 
geon, but I woald not fotfcr it. I 
wifhed this affair to be known to as few 
people as poflTible. I tocFk^fome wine and 
water, and endeavoured? to compofc my- 
fclf. The family paid me every kind of 
attention : they made me broth, and or- 
dered one of their fervants to fit up 
with me. 

" I hakl a tolerable night, and was pretty 

eafy the nt%t morning. About fevcn o'clock. 
Jack Roberts came to vifit me. He was 
very dcfirous to know all that had pafled 

» * bcjtwcen ' 
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iietween bb mailer and mCp I sold him 
the whole, but enjoirKd him to Iccrcfy. . 

*' Jack cold me^ he was in grqat fear, 
both for mc and h'\s maftcr. ** You have 
laid it on very heavily,'* faid he; •' and he 
cannot ftir. I have anointed hin^) well with 
vinegar 5 but I am realiy afraid of tlic 
confcquences/' 

" Did he fend you here, to enquire 
aftet me ?" . 

"No, indeed," faid Jack -, " but he h^i 
not told bis lady. He faid, he had a fall> 
and was very much bruifed. As for the 
reft, he thinks of nobody but himfelf.'* 

" Docs he ihew no concern for mc ? 
does he fay nothing about mc?'* 

" No, Sir ; but he fighs and groans bit- 
terly, and feems very unhappy/* 

'^ I begged of Jack to come in the 
evening," and drefs rny wound for me. He 
faid, he would make fome excufe, and 
come to me, if poffible. 

E 3 '* He 
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*' He did come^ and was convinced of 
the onalicbus defign of his mafti^r i but he 
expreflcd fears of his doing well. I h^d 
no doubt of his recovery, and g;iiv3e direc- 
tions how he (bould be treated. I bade 
him fay nothing of me, unlefs his mafter 
enquired after me ; and, in that cafe^ to 
tell him the truth. 

" My wound was now in a very fine 
way, and I hoped to be well in a few days. 
I refolved, as foon as Antonio and myfelf 
were well, to leave the country, and go to 
London for a time. I propofcd to write to 
Don Antonio, to endeavour to make him 
aOiamed of his behaviour ^ and to ad>- 
vife him to fell his eftate here, and to re-- 
turn to Italy, for he would never be an 
Engliihman. 

" Thus I propofed fchcmes for my fu-* 
ture condud. Alas ] they were all coun* 
teraded by unforefeen circumftances and 

events. 

"On 
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** On the third day after this unfor- 
tunate meeting, Jack Roberts came about 
noon-time. His looks wfcre ominous. 

** What is the matter now. Jack ?" 

« Matter enough !" faid he. « In ad* 
dition to your dreffing, which was fufficient 
for him, Don Antonio is feized with the 
cholic. His fufferings are fo great, that, I 
am fure, you would pity him/* 

« That I dp fincercly !** faid I. 

'' Thank God for that!" faid Jack:. 
" that is kind and charitable in you. But, 
Sir, will you come and help him V* 

« That I will not do-" 

" I am fent to beg that you will corac 
to him." 

*' Who fends you ?" 

" Both my matter and miftrefe. He 
calls on you inccflantly i and my lady begs 
you will come without delay." 

" She knows not what has pafled be- 
tween us, or Ihc would not urge it. Be- 

fide. 
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fide, it would be dangerous to me, oir 
more than one aecouat. If he fliould 
not do well-*-if our eocouftter ihould be 
known — ^I fhould incur danger from an 
enquiry. I will not adrmniftet any medi- 
cines to him. You, may give him fome 
gia and water^ as I have done ; but I will 
not fee him again, if I can help it/' 

" Jack tried all the arguments he could 
think of) but I remained infkxible, and 
thought myfelf juftificd- in my refufaL 
After he was gone, I had a great many 
anxious and uncafy thoughts. If Antonio 
fhould die— if the bruifcs upon him Ihould 
be imputed to me— ♦if a coroner's inqueft 
ihould fit upon the cafe— all thefe i/s were 
uncomfortable to me.' 

** I confefs, thaft I likewife felt forrow 
and remorfe for the Hows I had given him. 
But he was the aggreffor. He had a de- 
fign upon my life. 1 Had none upon his: 
1 only mcairr to 'chaftifc him. But, fup- 

pofing 
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pofing'thac pafiton and refcntmcnt, on mf 
part, (houid have the fame, or worfeeffadky' 
that! enmity and malice had on kb, could 
I acquit tnyfelf of his death ? Wretched 
18 the miiid that is obliged to undergcy 
fuch conHidts: tpfn between ffllf*acculii<r. 
tioa, and fdf«acquitta) ; always arguing 
with itfelf) but never fatU^d with n'n 
owa decifipn ! 

" The ttC5|t n^orning, Roberts came jW 
my houfe^ and put me out of doubt, at* 
leaft. As be entered the room, he fatd-«* 
** AH h over !r-*Don Antonio is dead !'' 

^' I fhuddercd and groaned, but could 
make no anf\ver* 

" He told me, that he lay in the moft 
violent pain for t^o days-^that Ifabella 
had not been in bed, nor took o(F ber' 
cloathd, all the time — ^that, wheneVer flie ' 
touched him, he fcreamed out, being fore 
with the bruifes he had receiTed-*<hat (he 
was quite exhaufted with grief aod ^vvatch* 

ing, 
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iog, and fell into fits^^^^at the old burfe 
was fcnt £of) and flie was cari i^ into an^ 
other room; and that (he had mifcaniedy »- 
Mrs. Cob had told him, and was confined' 
to her bed~-that Antonio's pains aHated 
about ten o'clock, and he compoied him* 
felf to fleep*-that ifabella was told he was 
better, and (he went to reft— that he fat 
in his mafter's room, and fell afleep, and' 
did not wake till day-light. Then he went 
to the bed-fide, and obfcrved that his ma- ' 
fter hy in the fame pofture he left him in. 
He toifched his hand, and then his face, 
and found that he was dead. The firft 
thought that occurred to him, was, to come 
to me, and beg me to go home with him, 
and give orders what fhouid be done. 
** We are adiftrafted family, Sir,'* faid he; ' 
•* and it would be very imprudent to let 
ftrangers come into thjc houfe, efpecially 
confidering all the circumltances that ar^ 

known td you and I.'- 

'' I ftarted 
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** I Itaned up—" You fay true, Jofaih 
The cafe requires prefence of mind. I will 
ga with you diredly. There is no time to 
lofe. May I depend upon you, John ?" 

** You may, Sir. I will be true an4 
faithful to you." 

*' Now, then, I ann ready.** 

** I drcft myfelf as quickly as poffible. 
He came on horfcback. I mounted the 
horfe, and he walked by my fide. When 
we came to the houfe, I took Mrs. Cob, 
the hufbandman's wife, into the parlour. 
She looked frigl^tened. 

*' Your mafter is dead, as John tells mc« 
I am deeply concerned : but we muft not 
fit down and grieve, till we have done our 

duty. Do not let your miftrefs hear a word 
of this fad event, till (lie is better able to 
bear it. Charge the nurfe to be filent and 
careful. Let no one go near her but you 
two. John and I will fee to what is necef- 
fary to be done above flairs j and do you 

keep 
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keep ^VfSLy all imptninefit intruders of 
every kind." 

*^ I left her^ and went up flrairs s and 
John followed nie. Wc went into the 
rooni, and niy heart. funk within me at 
the fight. Antonio was already turned 
black, almofl all over i and it was nc- 
ceiTary to put the body into a ftate to be 
removed. 

" I paufed fome minutes. John faid— 
^' What fhall wc do. Sir ?— Who fliall lay 
•him out ?** 

*' That office mutt be done by you and 

• • 

ine, John. Nobody eMc muft fee him at 
prefent. A thought ftrikes me ! In Italy^ 

they bury their dead in the deaths they 
wear when living. We will drcfs Antonio 

• ■ 

in the cloaths he wore laft, lay him ftraight^ 
and then fend for the carpenter to make 
his coffin. The women need not come 
about him. We will perform the laft fad 
offices." 

" Accordingly^ 
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** Accordingly, we performed this me- 
lancholy duty. We took off the bed and 
bedding y we drcffed him as we propofcd j 
we then wrapped the body in the undet 
ftiect, and laid the upper one over him. 

** I then fcnt John to the carpenter^ and 
bade him not return without him. He 
came dircftly, and meafurcd the body. I 
told him, it was the cuftom in Italy, to 
be buried in their cloaths; and that hif 
lady would think it a mark of difre/pecft to 
do othcrwile. 

" I bade John, before the carpenter, go 
to the parfonage, and acquaint the rcdor 
with his matter's death, and give notice 
that he was not to be buried in woollen i 
that we were ue^y to pay the penalty, 
half of which would come to hinFv, as* the 

r 

informer. 

*' I told the carpenter, that the gentle- 
man died of a mortifitatton in his bowels; 
and that he muft be buried as foon as 

poffible. 
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poffible. He promifcd to make the colEit 
immediately. 

* "** After he and Johh were gone, I went 
down flairs, and into the garden, where I 
had a kind of fit ; for my heart was forelf 
opprefled, and I was almofl: fufibcated. 
The idea of felf-defence, which is iaid to 
be one of the firft laws of nature, came to 
my relief i it fupportcd me through fcenet 
that I cannot, even now, look back upon 
without horror, and ftilh wonder how I 
went through them ; yet I thought i( 
would be unjuft, that I fliould come into 
hazard of my life, for a man who would 
have killed me, and againfl: whofe life J 
had no premeditated defign. 

** I ardently wilhcd to get the funeral 
over before Ifabclla ihould know of hij^ 
death ; which would prevent all future 
enquiry. 

*V The next morning, the carpenter 
brought home the coffin. Afliftcdby Joha 

and 
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and myfelf, ibc body was laid into it. Wc 
carried it down (lairs, and fet iv into one 
of the padours. After which, ^I thp ftr- 
rants were permitted to fee it^ and then 
it was fcrewe4 down, and fet. readf to *be 
interred. 

** Antonio died on the Wcdhcfday, and 
wag buried on the Sunday following: it 
would have been dangerous to keep him 
longer. All the fervants attended the 
. Asneral : but I had not fpirits to go ; and, 
ks I was known to be his moft intinnate 
friend, I was excufed, and commended for 
my fenfibility* 

** Ifabella was told he was better, every 
day; and (he did not know the whole 

truth till a week afterwards. 

*•• 
" When (he was told by her nur(e» 

(he was in agonies of grief and defpair, 

which threw her back j and (he was fe- 

veri(h and delirious fcveral days. Nature, 

at length, got the better : (he ate and flept, 

and 
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ftnd enquired into the pbrticulacs of bfr 
huA>and's death and burial. ^ 

^^ She was told^ that I had t^ktn upon 
tnyfelf the kft duties and offices, and had 
performed them with great concern and 
attention. I took this for an indication 
that J might be feen ; and, ais foon as ihe 
was well enough to fit up, I took the 
liberty to pay my relpefts to her. 

" She had a burft of grief, upon the firft 
fight of me ; but, after a flood of tears, 
ihe began to queftion me— • 

" Why did you not come time enough 
to be of fervice to my Antonio ?** 

** Becaufe I was very ill myfelf, and 
confined at home j and, when I did come, 
I was fitter to be in my bed.** 

*^ Why did you bury him fo foon ?'* 

*' Becaufe it was impoflible to keep him 
longer. He died of a rnortification, and 
the body was putrid : it would have been 

enough 
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eMugfa to breed a coiiCagion to keep it 



longer." 1 

*' Wkcre i« he buried ?" 

•* 1ft coftfcdrated ground— the church*^ 
yard of this parilh/' 

" Alas' ! he had noprieft to attend himP* 

** The circumftances were too fudden to 
admit of it, or I would have fent for one : 
but the funeral rites were performed with 
every kind of decency and propriety/* 

" I thank you. Sir, for the trouble you 
have taken, when I was unable to attend 
to any thing." 

" I am always ready to do you lervice. 
Madam ;- and I defu-e you will command 
me at all times.'* 

*' Pray, Sir, where do you take up your 
refidcnce ?" 

" At my own houfe, Madam 5 but I 

come here every day, to receive your 

comniands." 

** I thank 
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. ■ '*. I thank you, Sir !— »<Oh^ my Antonio ! 
he is loft for evci' !" 

" Here ihe fell into a paroiyfm of grief. 
I retired, fearing to make my firft vifit too 
long, but glad that the ice was broken, I 
ordered all the bills to be fent in, and 
they were given to Ifabella, She gave me 
the key of the efcritoire, and defired mc to 
take money to pay them. I thanked her 
for this proof of her confidence ; but de- 
clined it, unlefs fhe would go with me, 
and fee what money was there. She did 
fo J and we were both furprized to fee what 
Antonio had accumulated within three 
years : it proved his fordid and avaricious 
mind. 

*' I took an account of the money, and 
gave her the copy. I paid the bills, and 
brought her the acquittances. 

"This was the laft of thofc employ- 
ments which were fo painful to me, and 
which have left a weight upon my mind, 

never 
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never to be removed. And now^ Madam^ 
I will relieve you and myfelf^ and will 
poftpone the remainder of my ftory till 
another day/^ 

flere Captain Maurice took his leave ; 
and it was a relief to me, for I felt too 
ftrongly all thadifmal circumftances of the 
ftory he had told. 

I will not anticipate your judgrrtcnt 

upon it; but leave it to your candour, and 
to your pity^ 

Adieu, my dear friend. I am, alway5> 
Yours faithfully, 

Frances Darnford. 



Vol. III. F LETTER 
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LETTER XIII. 

MRS. DARNFORD, TO J^RS. STRICTLANpr 

T Will now proceed with Captain Mau* 
* rice's ftory, in his own words — 

" In regard to what is paft. Madam, I 
lay claim to your pity and candour ; in 
what is to come, I expeft your difapproba- 
tion and ccnfurc. I have owned myfelf 
guilty of many faults, and only implore 
your compaffion as a penitent defirous to 
atone for -his crimes. 

*' During Antonio's life, I jiever enter- 
tained a thought, or a wilh, to obtain the 
love of Ifabella; but, from the time that 
the funeral was over, and (he feemed re- 
turning to health and tranquillity, I fixed 
my mind upon this expeflation, and de- 
termined to be her hufband, 

" She 
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*' She received my fervices with grati- 
tude ; Ihe never denied me her company. 
If I ftaid away from her houfe a day, flic 
always fent to know how I did, and de- 
fired to fee me on the morrow. Thefe c?r- 
cumftances encouraged me to perfevcre ia 
my purfuit. I only knew her fituation. I 
was her friend and fervant. I refolved to 
be her afFcftionate hufband, and her faith- 
ful fteward. I was not Over forward to de- 
clare my wiflies : I never mentioned them 
till between three and four months a»^ter 
the death of Antonio " 

I interrupted him, by faying — " I think 
that was much too foon." 

" If you confider our intimacy, Madam, 
perhaps you may change your opinion. 
We were then upon fuch good terms, that 
it fccmed as if nothing but the queftion 
was wanting." 

" Was Ifabelk of this opinion. Sir ?" 

Fa « Noj 
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" No ; fhc was not. From the momenc 
I declared myfclf her lover, Ihe fell into 
rcfervc and fullennefs. Sometimes (he left 
the room, and would fee me no more that 
day; but, when I afked for her the day 
following, (he canic at the firfl: word. She 
would talk freely with me upon buGnefs ; 
or, in ftiort, upon any fiibjeft but one— 
that one which engroflcd all my attention. 

" After the ice was broken, I obl.iged . 
her to hear me often. I thought on the 
old faying — " Faint heart never won fair 
lady.'* I tcazed her continually: I perfc- 
cuted her with rti/ addreffes. Sometimes • 
ihe burft into an agony of tears; fome- ^ 
times (he exclaimed aloud — " Oh, iny 
Antonio ! — Oh, my Giulio !— Why are not , 
you here to protedt me ?" ^ 

" And had you no pity for her ?'* faid I. 

•< Yes J I more than pitied"— I adored 
her.'* 



€€ 
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** That was not the kind of pity ' file 
wanted." 

*^ My paflion grew by oppofition. I fuf- 
fered as much as (he did. I have kneeled, 
and prayed, and wept ; but in vain." 

« Poor lady !" faid I, " what muft (he 
have fufFered !" 

*^ I thought you would pity her, and 

■f 

blame me. But, no matter. If I can en- 
gage your pity for Ifabella, fo as to induce 
you to take the charge of her, I care not 
what becomes of me.*' 

*' What a mixture of (Irange and gene- 
rous fentiments ! — Proceed, Sir: I will 
not again interrupt you, if I can help it.'* 

*' One night, that I had been very urgent 
with her to give me her hand, fhe broke 
from me, and ran up flairs -, and 1 law her 
no more. 

" The next day, her fervant told me, 

m 

that Ihe went into the chamber where An- 
tonio died, and fhe would not come out of 

Fj it. 
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it. She threw herfclf upon her knees, 
againft thc^ bed; flic invoked Antonio's 
none; (he implored him to help her. 
After doing this fome time, flie fecmed 
as if fpeaking to fome perfon aftually pre* 
lent : Ihe waited for his anfwer, and then 
replied again^ and fo continued in talk 
with him. The fervant intreated her to go 
to bed in her own apartment. She an-* 
fwcrcd— " No : I will not fleep any where 
but in this room. Here I have found my 
proteftor, and here I will remain !*' 

*' The woman urged her to go. She 
bade her go to her own bed ; for, if fhe 
ilaid all night, (he would not leave the 
chamber. 

** Mrs. Cob and her hufband were gone 
to bed; fo was the boy; and there was 
nobody up but Sufan Dobbins. 

'< I (hould have told you. Madam, that 
the young woman who waited on IfabeUa 
rrz& maxTJed, and gone away> juft befcto-e 

Antonio's 
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Antonio's fickncfs and death. • There was 
in the parifli a young widow, who had 
lately buried her hufband and child : they 
died of the fmall-pox. The woman had it, 
and recovered. Finding ihe could nc-t 
fupport herfclf, (he refolved to go to fcr- 
vice. She was recommended to Ifabclla, 
who took her into her family. She was 
an honeft and tidy woman, but very vul- 
gar and clowniih ; and Ifabclla was dif- 
gufted with her, and did not like her about 
her perfon. I had offered to enquire after 
another ; but wiflied to fee Ifabella more 
compofed, and more reconciled to my 

wifhes, before a ftranger was admitted into 
the family, 

** This Sufan Dobbins perceived my de- 
fign; and, like a true goffip, whifpered it 
to every one thaf^camc near her, that' I 
• was to marry her miflrefs as ibon as the 
year was out, as (he phrafcd it. I thought 
this would forward my fcheme,* and therc- 

F 4 fore 



n 



;tH SCHOOL FOR WIDOW*. 

fore did not contradi<^ it ; but I charged 
Sufan noc to hint it to her miftrefs. 

" Ifabella did not fee me for two or 
three days after j and, when fhe did, there 
was a wildnefs in her eyes that furprized 
and Ihocked me* 

•* I enquired tenderly after her health. 

She faidj (he was better^ and fhould be 
better ftill. 

*' I told her, I was glad to hear it ; for 
that I was informed^ that Ihe neither ate 
nor fltpt well* 

'* Oh, yes,*' faid (he, *« I eat and (Icep 
enough." 

** Can I do any thing, Madam, to pro- 
mote your health and happinefs ?" 

** Why, yes j I believe you can. Sir. I 
am refolved to go to Italy j and you muft 
carry me in your fbip, Sir. Antonio will 
be with mei and he will proted me from 
you, and from every body/* 

^' I do 
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^ I do not imderftand youj Madam : 
Antonio is dead and buried/' * 

" Yes, I know that too well j but he 
will be with nic, for all that/* ' 

'* How can that be ? I caniiot under-^ 
ftand 6r believe you." 

" No niatter. I know what I fiy. I 
know where to find himi arid he coifn^s to 
me whenever I call him/* 

*' Strange fancy !— This is all conceit, 
Madam : you dreamed it/' 

'* Yes, I dreamed it, both fleeping and 
waking : no matter how. I do iiot' want 
you to kopw all that I do — only take care 
how you infult me again, .for I have a 
friend that will refcnt it." , 

"Infult you. Madam ! I would not, 
for the world, do any thing to offend 
you. You kill me with your cruelty; 
and this fancy is aflumed^ to diftrcfs,and 
mortify me !'* 

F 5 <' No, 
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" No, I do not wanf to kill you, or 
diftrefs you. I would only keep you at 
/our proper dilUnccj that is all. Sir."- 

*' What, then, can I do, and not diA 
pleafe you ?" 

" Be humble, and modcft", and keep 
your diftance; and only come here when 
I fend for you. That do, and I will thank 
you." 

'* You ufc me very ill. Madam. I 
never (laid away from your houfe, that 
you did not fend for me the next day; and 
now, you would throw me to a diftance/^ * 

" I did once think you my friend. Sir. 
I thought I was obliged to youj but T 

* 

have forgot why I thought fo. Sir, you 
may ftay to dine here, but I (hall not 
dine with yOu." 

" Then I Ihall not ftay, I do not want 
a dinner, I fhall wait your commands*— 
when you know your own meaning I** 

^' I took 
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"I took my leave in anger, and went 
liome- vexed a«d unhappy. 

" I could not underftand, whether her 
head was afFeded, or whether flic feigfted 
herfelf thus, in order to drive itic away 
from her ; but my mind reftcd upon the 
laft opinion. 

. " Two days after, I received a meflages 
that Madam defired to fee me. I went 
direftly. John met me with a fmiling 
countenance— . . 

" I am glad you are come,. Sir: I Jiopc 
you will be our mafter at laft." 

«* God knows!'* faidJi "but I faw 

nothing like it when I was^ laft^here." 
" Never mind. Sir. " Wonaen's minds 

waver," fays the proverb/' 

" I ftiook hands with hbn,' and went 

into the parlour. 

" I waited above half an hour before 

Ifabella appeared. I bowed refpeftfully, 

and enquired after her health. She curt- 

F6 ficd. 
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(led, and thanked me. She was filent> and 
looked ferious. I waited her motions, btit 
Ae faid nothings 

" At laft^ I fpoke-— ** I came hither. 
Madam, in obedience to your commands/* 

" Did you. Sir? — Oh, now I recolleft, 
I had fomcthing to fay to you ! They tell 
rne, I was rude to you when you was 
here. I aik your pardon. Sir!** 

*' I bowed to her — " You have it. Ma- 
dam. I thought you unkind ; but I fearedl 
you were not well, and I excufcd it/' 

^* I am not well," faid (he; " but I do 
not know what ails me. I have loft my 
memory. I do not recblleft any thing. 
Sometimes, I am very happy for a flibrt 
time^ but then, again, I feel very mi« 

fcrable. I do not know how it is.** 

*' I am glad to fee you better. Madam. 
I now alk you to forgive any thing I may 
have done to offend you," [1 kneeled 
to her. J 

r Yes, 
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'^ Ye^ SiTy I Ibrgive fouy md, all ^ 
world!" 

" If I ftiy^ will you glye me y<wr 
company at dinner V* 

" Yes, if you dcfire itj l?ut I canoQt 
e«C, and I hope you will excufe me/' 

" She g^ve njc her company at diijner, 
but fhe neither ate nor fpoke. She drank 
a litde wine and water, and (he fe^med 
thirfty and feverifh« As foon as the din- 
ner-things were taken away, fhe curt(ied> 
and withdrew* I walked in the garden^ 
fretting at her beha?iour, and doubtful 
how tp a£t. 

^^ Sufan Dobbins came to me, laugh* 
ing like an ideot — ** So, Madam fcnt for 
yow agen$ but te' moight bethank mtV* 

^^ I do not underftand you/' faid I. 

*^ Why, I tould her, as how that yow 
were affronted, jufl: as John tould me, and 
that yow would never come ageni except 

Ihe 
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Ihe ktit ibr yovr; fo that made* her oneafVy 
and fo (he fcnt for yow to come to-day." 
♦ " I dare fay, you meant it well: but I 
earneftly defire, that you will fay nothing 
of this kind to your lady in future.*' 

«' Well, I 'on't, then. If yow under-- 
fiand one another, that's enough/* 

*^ Pray, tell me, does Ihe ftiU fancy that 
her hulband is with her?*' 

«* Aye, that fhe do, fure enough: £hc 
hold long talk with him, and fpake fo na- 
tural, that I am fometimes ibrt of afraid, 
that there is fomcbody elfe invthe room be- 
fide ourfelves^ or elfe, that her poor head 
ha' got a crack in it." 

** Well, do not fpeak of it out of the 
houie : do not let her be long alone; watch 
all her motions, and let me know how fhe 
does every day. Try to amufe her from 
thinking too much ; try to excite her to 
eats make her broth, and get her every 

thing 
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thing flie can a(k or wifti for. ^ Go to h«t 
now. I will fee you again in a few days/* 

*^ Thus wc went on for feveral weeks. 
J called every day^ but did not ftay dinner 
except (he alkcd me. 

*^ One day, fhc feemed better, and flic 
entered into converfation with me. She 
aflced me to go with her to Italy. 

" And what will you do there. Ma* 
dam ?" 

^^ I would go and board in a convent 

for a time rand, if I liked it, I would ftay 

# 

there always/* 

*^ This would be a difmal and uncom* 
fortable life for you/' 

^^ I do not think fo : perhaps, I might 
be happier there than here.'* 

** What hinders you to be happy here ?'* 
^* I do not Itnowj'' faid flie : and was 

filent. 
^^ I will carry you to Italy, upon one 

condition : give me your hand, make me 

youf 
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four hufband^ give mc a right to be your 
proce&or> and I will go with you all the 
world over." 

*^ No— ao— no I** ^ faid (he ; and rofe 
to go away. 

** I took her hand — *^ Stay a minute 
longer— hear what I have to fay. Perhaps, 
I have urged you too foon. Let us com- 
promife. I will not again urge you on 
this fubjedt, till your year of widowhood 
is fully expired; but, then, I muft hope 
you yill receive me more gracioufly." 

" I kified her hpnd, ^and releafed it. 
She went away from me, and ran up (lairs. 
I went home, chagrined, and out of fpirits* 
I was wholly tiilietded, and took no plea- 
fure in any thing, but the hope that flie 
would one day be mine.^ 

«' Surely, Sh-," (aid I, '' it would have 
been wifcr in you to give over the pUrfuit, 
irhen you found the lady fo aveife to it." 

, ^^ Perhaps 
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^* Perhaps fo» Madam: but I did not 
give it over, as you (hall hear. 

^^ I continued my attentions to the lady, 
without mentioning our marriage, till the 
year was compleated, and the fatal day had 
pafled over us; which J kept with many 
fighs, and fome tears. 

' *^ Ifabella did not redcon the days and 

weeks, as I did. She knew not the anni* 
< 

verfary of her lofs, and I was. glad that flie 
did not: but fhe continued in the fame 
ftrange way, talking with the idea of her 
hufband, and telling him every thing that 
happened. 

** I now refunicd my addreflcs and 
importunfties. I urged her to be mine, to 
turn her thoughts from fancies and con- 
ceits^ and meet her happinefs in her lover's 

arms. 

« • 

*^ She was, for the moft part, filcnt and 
fallen; but fbmetimes broke out into fits 
of paflion, and even frenzy. I flattered 

myfelf. 
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myfelG that if once (he found hcrfclf mar- 
ried to me, flie would be reconciled to her 
fituation and to me, and a new fcene of 
happinefs would arife to us both. 

" With this in view, I contrived to 
drefs John as a prieft of the Romifli 
Church, and prepared him to read the 

ceremony to us. I befought her to con- 
fen t to it's being performed, I begged, 
prayed, foothed, and threatened, in turn. 
I tried to frighten her into a marriage; 
and, when fhe fhould be reconciled to her 
fituation, I always meant to have it fo« 
lemnized in a legal way. 

** Many diftrefsful fcenes followed: I 
cannot recite them all to you; yet I muft,' 
in my own behalf, aflure you, that I never 
attempted to ufe violence, nor to commit 
any aft of indecency. 

** One evening, when I had tried all the 
arts of perfuafion, I bade Sufan call in the 

prieft. 
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prieft. When John entered^ (he fell into 
hvftcric fits. I faid, it muft be now or 
never, and bade him perform his ofSce. 

** When flie recovered, Ihe found her 
. hand in nline, and the fuppofed pri^fl giv- 
ing the nuptial benedidioo. She gave a 
ihriek, and went into fits ^gain. 

*' Sufan and I fupported her. I poured 
fome water down her throat, and Ihe re- 
vived again. 

•* As foon as her fenfes returned, I 

faid — *' I thank you, father, for your 
good offices. When Ifabella is better re- 
conciled to her fituation, we will hope to 
fee you here agajn." 

'* He went away, wiAing us happy 
together. 

y I then faid every thing foothing and 
comfortable. I told her, I was entirely 
-at her command, as before; and t at I 
would take no advantage of the holy rites 
that made her mine— That fhc was free 

to 
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to retire to her own apartment whenever 
tot plea&d. 

** From that time, I took poflcffion of 
the houie. I flept there, but in a diftanc 
part of the houfe from Ifabella's apart- 
ment. She was in paffions of grief and 
frenzy all the night; but, in the dajr-timc, 
Ihe compofed hcrfclf by her ideal converfa- 
tions with her hufband. 

•* Sufan told her, that I was her huf- 
band. She denied it, and called upon An- 
tonio, to witnefs to the contrary* 

*^ I enjoyed no advantage from this fup« 
pofed marriage, but that of being acknow- 
ledged by the fervants as their mailer. 
They told it through the village, that we 
were married; and it was believed by all 
the inhabitants of the parilh. 

" From the time of our fuppofed mar- 
riage, Ifabella gave me very little of her 
company. She refufcd to come down flairs 
to dinner* She would fometimes come into 

the 
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the library, or walk in the gallery; but, if 
ihc heard any body coming, Ihc retreated 
into her chamber. I fometinnes came into 
the gallery, and converied with her as flie 
llood in the library; but, if I offered to 

come any farther, fhe went into the bed- 
chamber, and locked the door. 

*^ I have argued with her by the hour, 
befeeching her to leave that part of the 
houfe, ^d come into her former apartment; 
yet ihe would never liften to it, but always 
faid, in that chamber fhe had a friend that 
would proteft her. 

^^ Sufan flept in a couch-bed, in the \U 
brary. . I ordered her to fleep in the cham- 
ber with her miftrefs; :but fhe faid, fhe 
could not — that fhe was feared out of her. 
fenfes, and conceited that fomethit^ more 
than themfelves was iq the room, a^d 
efpecially at night* 

"- This notion gained ground daily^ and 
the under-fervants reported that the houfe 

was 






1^8' SCHOOL FOR WIDOWS. 

was haunted ; which gave me concern, • 
and I cafl: about how to put an end Co' 
ic ; which I was certain could not be done, 
without obb'ging Ifabelia to quit that 
chamber, and then to fliut it up entirely/* . 
" Surely," faid I, " you could not be 

fo cruel. It was enough to drive her to 
diftradion and defperation/' 

<* I expcfted. Madam," faid he, " that* 
you would interrupt me.*' 

** It is with difficulty I have refrained 
fpeaking fo longJ' 

" Have patience a little longer. You 
may blame me ; but, when you have heard 
all, perhaps you may pity me." 

^* My pity is engrofled by the poor 
fufFerer." 

" Already are you biafied ? What muft 

I expeft hereafter?" 

" I hope there is nothing worfe, to 
make me execrate you ?" 

Worfe, or better, you muft hear all; 



<€ 
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or you will think worfe of tne than you 
ought. I did not go the lengths that 
you fuppofe." 

" You went much farther than I can 
approve, or allow/* 

*^ I went far enough to fpoil my peace; 
and, if I had been more refolute, perhaps 
I had fuffered leis. He who is a com- 
pleat villain, fuffers lefs than he who 
ftops fliort of the laft extremities, both in 
regard to himfelf and others/' 

Here I will finifh this iheet; and fub« 
fcribe myfelf. 

Yours, always, and equally, 

Frances Darnford* 



i > 
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LETTER XIV> ' 

t 

MILS* DARNFORD^ TO MRS. STRICTLAKD* 

THOUGH Captain Maurice had for- 
feited my good opinion, I'wsb defir- 
ous to hear the reft of Hs ftbry ; tind to ^ 
know how far it nf^ight be in mf power 
to be of fervice to this poor afflidcd lady, 
whole fufferings proceeded from rcargrief 
and unfeigned misfortune. ^ 

I defired the ftrange man to proceed 
with his • narration. 

" I refolved/' faid he, ^* to try fair 
means to get her out of that fatal chamber^ 
which I Ihuddered at approaching. Having, 
encouraged myfelf with a bottle of wine, 
I followed her one night intQ this rooni. 
Sufan Dobbins was prefent. I only meant 
to condufi her to her former aparbncnt, 

and to leave her there* 

^, • • 

" At 
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^ At the fight of me, ihe Ihr ieked loudly ; 
and can CO a comer of the room» as if for 
iafecy. There flood an old-tfalhioned high- 
backed great chair: ihe had huog upon 
it a iuit'of cloaihs 6f Antoriio'st and but- 
toned it ov^r the cbfjtirj : and h^ difturbed 
im^ginatioa r^efensed to her the idea of 
Antonio's being preient ther^. She threw 
herieif into the chair; ihe threw the fleevGs 
of the coat over: her^ and %\ien compofcd 
hcrielf. 

^' Theit! there! Now I am fafc!— He 
dares not take me out of your arms !*' 

« My deareft Ifabella/* iaid I, " let me 
, perfuade you tP leave this rpom, and re- 
turn to your .own aptartment, I fwear to 
you, that I will leave you to your repofe!" 

*^.rdo nottnind his fooliih talking; — 
jio, my love,- 1, am yoi>fs only. Do not 
be uneafy-, I promiie you, I will never 
marry -any other man." 

** Heartne^ Ifs^jella!: I; iafor your fake 

Vol. III. G I aftc 
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I alk you to go &qm this, chamber : it is 
this place that :difli»hs'!you» iuad makes 
you thus; you will never, be wdl whife 
you ftay here," ■ ■ - 

^* Let him taik on/* faid Ihe^ " do not 
mind him. 1 will never- Idave J^ou^ my 
Antonio; no, never ! Majtficey begone!" 

^* Again, on my knees,'! belbught her 
to come away. 

" Oh,'* faki (he, ** you muft not fight ! 
I wHl hinder that — ^He is not the man wc 
once thought him. You were in the right, 
my love; but I was very wrong, to take his 
part againft you : that- was very wicked of 
me, but I have been'puniflied for it.— Go, 
man! get away from mc! 'Arc you not 
alhamed to come here?'* 

** Sufan Dobbins then fpoke— " There, 
Sir! you have heard her with your own 
ears; I hope you will believe me another 



time." 



^^ I was provoked, and alhamed, to be 

thus 
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thus got the better of. I advanced towards 
her, intending to take her into my cuftqdy- 
She rofe, vp, .without fear, but animated 
with ftrong refolution— 

" Maurice, if you approach a ftcp far- 
ther, you will . meet your punifliment! 
Antonio dares to fight youj for all you 
harve faid is falfe.'* - 

" She flood, as ifinterpofing between 

'him and me. Sometimes (he went to 

:him, asr it fccmedj lometirnes /he camp 

jtowards; me. She talked incelTantly to 

one and the other. She faid the ftrangcft 

things that can be imagined. She raifed a 

kind of terror, that fubdued me: and, ac 

jaft, ihe faid — *^ No, I do not believe that 

Maurice killed you, becaufe you lived 

^ three days after — But, how could he hurt 
you, and leave no wound?** 

« 

*' My heart fniote .n>e: I was ftruck 

with horror ; my knees knocked together, 

'and I retreated flowly out of the room. I 

G 2 went 
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Went baclcWard; dndj as I canie paft the 

r 

bcfl, I fell over a chair tit at Itebd in tnj 
way; and, crawling upon nly hands and 
knees, flunk away, baffled and* aihanned, 
and went to my own apartment, where I 
(pent a wretched night, without fleep or 
connporure. 

*^ I am naturally bold knd intrepid ; 
but never was a man's courage more con}* 
pleatly fubdued than mine, on that fatal 
night. I never Ihall forget it while I live! 
*' The next day, I was almofi in a ftacc 
"tofdiftraftion; alarmed, afhamed, inceoied, 
unable to form a refolution, yet unwilling 
to relinqulfli my purfuit. . 

T 

«< I got on horfeback, and rode for le« 
veral hours: came home to dinner, and af- 
terwards flept in a great chair for a confix 
derable time. ' I enquired after tfabcMa, 
and was told, that flie did hot go to bed 
till day-light, but had then a tomforiable 
fieep of more than five h6uris« Sufan told 

QQej 
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me. She dared not flcep in her chamber, 

4 • 

but brought ber bed into the li)>raryj aod 
flq>t there, 

^ ^* TWogs rctoitMnffd in this ft ate Icveral 
we^lcs. I went into the room opppHte to 
I/abella's^ on the other fide of the library^ 
\vhere I watched her motions. She afk^d 
Sufan where I was ; and fhe. faid^ fhe could 
not tell certainly^ but believed I was walk- 
ing in the ga^rden. " Then I will walk 
too/' faid (he, 

* * a 

*^ She came through tlic, library, and • 
wept to^ ytall; in the; gallery, I fnj^fche^ 
the opportunity. 1 fprung through the 
library, double-lo<;kcd the door of her 
chamber, and put the key into my 
pocket. 

** -When (fee returned, fhe was furprized 
and grieved. She tried at the lock, and 
fqun^ k fallen^d againft her. She called 
to Sufan,. who pfotefted Ihe knew nptbing 
of the k?y# §hp fell into a paffion, ftamped 

G 3 and 
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andtorej and, havingcxhauftcdhcrftrength, 
fell into a fwoon. 

*' I then ftepped forward; and, affifted 
by Sufan, carried her into the diefling- 
room, between the two chambers in the 
gallery, and there left her to the care of 
Sufan; but waited within hearing, in cafe 
Ihe fliould want any farther afliftance.- 

^' When (he returned to life and her 
fenfes, (he raved againft tho(e who had 
locked her out of her own chamber, and 
a(ked who it was. 

*^ Sufan faid, (he believed it was her 
matter. 

'' She exclaimed— ^^ What mafter?'* 

" Captain Maurice, Madam." 

" You have no mafter!'* 

^* Ye?, I fiave. Captain Maurice is my 
ma(ier, and yours too.** 

*' She raved againft me till her ftrength 
failed her, and then fainted again, and con- 
tinued fcvcral hours in this way. At 

length. 
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length, (he grew quieter; and Sufan, with 
Mrs. Cob's help, put her to bed. 

" She called on Antonio, and her foiv 
Giulio, inceffantlyj till wearied Nature 
took piiy on her, and lulled . her into 
rcpofc*'* . ; 

. ** Yet you took no. pity on her,*^ faid 
I, unable^ to keep fil^ce. 
. " Yc^, I did," he aqfwercd. *' I >yas 
clear (lie would never recover (o loim as 
fhe ftaid in that chamber, fatal to her 
and Hie." , » ' . 

*^ We went, on thus for- a few daysv 
l/vhen Mrs. Cpb complained, that- Sufan 
and (he were, quite worn out, .and they 
couU not fupport the fatigue of their daily 

work, and watching all night with their 
miftrefs. 1 aikcd what (lie would advifc 

« 

me to do? 

" Sir," faid fhe, ." there .is a perfon in 

• ■ • 

the neighbourhood, that is ufed to nurfe 
people that are out of their right mind. 

G 4 She 
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She is Juft now at liberty, and came here to 
offer her fcrvicc ycfterday, while yoti were 
gone out ; fo I bade her come again to-^ 

day, and ihe is now in the hoo(e%" 

< 

" I will come and fpeak to her/' faid I j 

* 

and went to her immediately^ I enquired 
where fhe had been^ and who was to give 
her a charadler.' She fhewed me a written 
one, from the furgeoh and apothecary in the 
next parifhs Hgnifying that file had been 
employed in feveral families where he at* 
tended, and that he would be anfwerable 
for her honefty and fidelity. I told her^ 
ihe might come diredttyi and defired hef 

to treat the lady with the utmoft attention 

♦ ♦ 

and tendf rnefs. She bragged of her know- 
ledge in fuch cafes ; and faid^ fhe muft bet 
left to her own method •- 

** Mrs, Burton entered upon her office 
immediately. I introduced her to Ifabella, 
who was fitting in the dr^fI}ng-i<oofn« 

Sufan 
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Suifao was ftanding by ber^ and ibe feemcd 
quiet^^axid half-afleep* ^ 

** At the fight of us, ftic parted, and 
looked angry. She held up, her hapd in .i 
threatenjii|g j^ttitqdc I approached her» 
and (poke— 

** My d^arqil Ifaljella, I have brought 
a gentlewoman to wait On yoUj^ to nur(e 
vou, to comfort you> and to make vou 
well." 

'* She looked difdainfully on hen and on 
ihe. She held up her hand« as before* I 

drew near her; I took her other hand, and 

' ' ' ' * . 

kiifed it. She gave me a blow with her 
riight-hand> that furprized me: it made 
miy face glow for a long time after. 

'•Mrs; Burton ikid—'* Oh fie, Madam 1 
ft this your behiiviour to your hufband ?" 

" She looked at her fcornfully, and held 
^ h<r liand, in dcfiaiice* ' 

• «^'S faid— « You muft be gentk aha 

obli^g to h»r/* ' ^^ 

G5 «Shc 
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^* She fmiled--^" I can perceive that you 
have been too gentle to her ; and I fee how 
ihe returns it. You flidold be more refo- 
lutc with her/' 

'« Not fo/' faid I; « nor will I fuffer 
any one to treat her roughly. Obferve 
what I fay, Mrs. Burton, or you will not 
ftayhcre.** 

« Very well. Sir/' faid' Ihe: I will en^ 
deavour to oblige her and you/* 

^* Ifabella damped with her foot, and 
fliewed figns of impatience. I withdrew, 

and left her to the care of Mrs. Burton. 

» 

" As I found the fight of me difconi- 
pofed her, I only faw her by flratageni, 
now and then trying whether flie would 
endure it more patiently j but every experi- 
ment I made, ierved to confirm me in 
opinion, that fiie ^never wou^d iove me;, 
nor admit me to the privileges qf • an 

huiband. ; * 

"After 
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• • • \ ■>. « • ^ 

** After Mrs. Burton, had been fomc 
weeks in the family, Sufan Dobbins was 
often hinting to me fomething that Ihe 

feared to explain. I defired her to fpeak 

" ' • , . •' 

out, and fear nothing. 

" After ncTUch prefacihjgi 'lire told me, 
that, in her ndirid, •Mrs;'B1irtoW ufed her 
miftrefs very ill'; but begged I woujd not 
let it be faid that fhc -had tald iales of her : 
that was her way of {peaking. • vii i; . 

" I deterhiined to know'tHe tr*dtH of it> 
and to difchargc Mrs. Burton die fifft: op- 
portunity. 

•' A few nights aftehvards, as I was go- 

ing to bed. It (:imeinto%/ head tof liftcn 

at the door of Ifabella**s room. I heard 

Mrs. Burton (peaking 'in t loud and* in- 

tolchc toae of voice — ^'*"Y6u fhaU,'Ma- 

daiTi-^r tell 'ybit,'ycm'H!ia'-do aji'l Wer 

•you— Whai; do yoii tfiinlc tbttalt^ afdol 

*of me, as you tro of all i&e-YcA' ?-i— T know 

better how to rAahag^ you~l ttavfc brofken 

, ' . G 6 a higher 
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a Bighcr fpirit than yours— Lie ftUI, and 

go to flecp, or——** 
* * • • 

" At that moment, I tapt at the door. 

Mrs. Burton came, and opened it. 

^^ How dare you ipeak in that manner to 
the wopian I love as my foul ?** 

; " Qth 4ear Sir 1 is it you ?— They teU 
^me^ tbatj^ though yon have been married to 
her many months^ jou h^ve not had cou- 
Tfigt enough to bed her. Come in^ Sir; 
fii^d I, will bring her to your lure, I war- 
rant : you ihall go to. bed to her now, if 
you pleaie, upon condition that you give 
me a pair of ^oye8« aod a favour^ to- 
morrow momiog/' 

'^ I ,aia4e her no anfwer, but went inio 
the room. J law the dear f^nt lying like a 
Iamb upder the hand of the butchen My 
heart fmote one, and I felt as if a'dagg^ 
was ran through ipe* I kneeled by the 
i)e4*fid€, and begged hei^ to i^eak to me* 

" Oh, 



/« 



" Oh, my Ifabdh ! give mc your hand, 
and fpcak otic kind word to mc, and I will 
fend this woman ^way from you ! ihc Ihall 
never approach you more I 

*' She lay with her face into the pillow, 
and I feared fiie would be fuffocat^d. I 
offered to take her hand .-^O h. Madam ! 

• ^ t ' 

how ihall I fpeak it?— Her dear hands were 
tied behind her, and her feet tied together! 
I felt as if my heart was burfting. ^ Oh, 
vile woman !** faid I; *• brute! — aionfter! 
is it thus you treat the faireft of wb* 
men ?— Run up flairs, and call Sufan this 
moment; and come not again into my 
fight !— I will fpealrto you to-ihorrow.** 

'^ She began to apologize. 

*^ Get out of* my fight thiaf motoent, or 
I fliall do you a mifchief r 

^^ She ran up ftairs, and ient Sufim in a 
few minutes. 

** I cut ^e ftriings that tied thblb "^r 
hands. Jl tej^gei her to pardon mi- for 

giving 
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. ^ As fooa as I he v4 C6b and kU wJi 
ftirriflgj I went down ftura. I told tbesi^ 
what had paft with Mis. Buaon^ and or- 
dcfcd them to call aic as icon. a& fhe came 
among them« They did fo, and I went 
down to fpeak to her. In the interim^ I 
confidered that it was beft to part with her 
upon good terms^ . left (he fliquld make 
bad reports about the neighbourhood i 
that I would pay her handibmdy, and ie&4 
her away fattsfied* 

<* She would have argued with me;^ luoi 
thp. propriety of her method oftreatii^.the 
lady; but I defired her to fay no moi^, 
only make her demand. She did fo^ a«d I 
paid her fofnething moi?e; and^tokiher/if 
wt had any farther need of h^ ^.q(ic^ we^ 
'ffOfxld let her know it. 

" I felt fomc relief.to my min^, aftprj 
bad difiniffed Mrs. Burtpm I tben w^ed 
to find a peribn of giood heart and cka« 

rafter^ 



SCHOOL. FOR WJD0W8. 157 
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rafter^ to whom V could, triift the care of 
this unhappy and innocent creatufe, and 
eaie my mind, of the burthen it laboured' 
under 1 £6t I refolved to ufe the power 1 

had acquired oyei: her^. ^r her benefit in 
future, 

" The houfe was grown melancholy 
and diiltgreeable to me. I was (6 de^ 
jfrefled in mind> thiat I took no pkafure m 

anything. 

** John Roberts took the liberty of ad* 
i4fli)g me to go abroatd agartr^ mi to give 
up my purfuit of Ifabella> whtch^ he &id> 
(very truly) had onFy made her nftiferablc^ 
and myfttf too; f told bfrn, i hac} ah^y 

rdblved upon ibmethingof this kind; and^ 

as foon as I could meet with a proper pei> 

fon to take charge of IfabcHa, I would go 

to the Continent. John defired to continue 

my fenrant, and to @d With me. I readiljf 

accepted his oficr, 4nd prepired to realize 

th>^ plan» 

•'In 
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" In the courfe of this year, Madain> I 
had placed my Charlotte under your care;, 
and was pleafed with, and proud of, her 
improvements. 

** I now went to Nfrs, Sorling'^s, and 
confulted her about putting my wife (ft> I 
called her) under your care. She faid, if 
you would iccept thtft charge, I tnight 
think nayfelf a fortunate manj but (he 
doubted whether I would undertake it. 

*' Now, Madam, I will add a few par- 
ticulars, in the hope they m^iy induce you 
to do it— f 

'^ Jfabelkt U generally melahcholy and 

fullen ; yet Ihe has fomctimes fits of frenzyj 
but is never mifchievous to herfeir or 
pthers; She fometimcs refufcs her food 5 
hut Nature refumes her ri^ts, and then 
Ihe eats greedily. She is thin and ema- 
ciated : fhe feldom fpcaks ^ but (he prays 
pften, and moftly mentally. There is a 
poor woman who afllfts Sufan in the care 

of 
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©f her. If (he is refraftory, Sufan threatens 
to fend for Mrt. Burton ; and that.nnakcs 
her comply with whatever fhe dcfircs. 
She is alfo afraid of me, and I cannot 
prevail upon her to. endure fany company 5 
but, when I am abfent, (he is quiet and 
patient, 

*•' This, Madam, is the true account of 
our fituation. And nowv lei tne implore 
you, foY pity's fake, to accept the charge 
of this poor, unhappy lady !-^I prcfervc 
the appearance of > a pow^r over her^ oirly 
for her fcrvicei'flie might .'othetwlfebi 
fubjeft to worfe treat njeht. 

" I will make 70U ^my tenant at the 
manHcn-houfe : ^fabella and my .Charlotte 
iliall J be your boarders* I , will fettle the 
money I leave in the funds upon Charlotte 
irrevocably i ^ and I will rcqueft you to 
accept the ofRci? of her guardian. I will 
give you a pow?r to receive the rents of 
my farm during my abfcncc. When all 

thefc 
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t^fc points are iettlod, I will: go abroad^ 
«nd cry to recover my bealt[) and my 

peace. Ipfeign^ Madanii to accept; this 
kind and charitable office ! — I will pray 
to God to inQuenpq your mind in my 
behalff' 

He kneeled down, and lifted up his 

eyes, which were fwiipmiog in^ tears: I 

f. 

coujd not refrain minf. ' 

^' Vou are moved," faid he: " thank 
God for it !«^You wi^ do> nothtng^ to re- 
pent qf I-r-^YojjR goodncfs will hft WK^d^^^ 
both becc and hereafter !" 

He flopped^ and wept in filencc. 

After a paufc, I laid— *^ Sir, I do not 
promife to do what you require: I fear 
it may be too much for my health and 
fpirits/' 

** You can but try. Madam*. If you 
find it ioj you need only fee that poor Ifa* 
ibeUa is uftd well by her attendants, and 

dircft 
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dineft what is ta be done for her fenrice. 
X>o not refufc this/I befecch jrou !" 

" WeU, Sir, I will confidcrof it. But 

I ihould wilhto fee the houfe^ and thehdy^ 
before T gi ^re a decifive anfwcr." 

'' You (ball do fo. Madam. I will at* 
tCTid you whtncvcr you pleafe." 

I promifed that I would take this jour- 
ney ; and the unhappy man Was cheared 
by it. He went away, thanking and 
bleffing me. 

It came into my mind> that this poor 
lady had never been attended by any per«> 
fon thdt. could be her companion or com- 

forter. I refolved to' iee her, and to judge 
whether there were any hopes of her re- 
covery, by proper treatment^ and the 
company of a friend. This idea I kept 
to myfelf, and determined to try the ex- 
periment. 
I propofed to Capudn Maurice^ i}iat 

Chark>ttc Brady ihould go with uss and 

that 



th^^ fhe fliould be his conipanion, iivhilc 
I attended on Ifabella., He gladly con;- 
feqtcd to,it. . . » ; ' 

The following week, we fet out on this 
journey. My next letter will bring you 
ap lucQOiint af the fuccefs.^f; it* 

In the n>c^ pcne, I wiU iepd away this 
pacquet. 

Ever yours faithfully. 



•ft • 



F. Darnfor». 
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LETTER XV. 

MRS. DARNFORD, TO MRS. STRICTLANp. 

I Implore yOur niercy and fcompaffion in 
•* bihalfi of Captain Maurice. Do not 
be too feverc in yoyr judgment, of him. 
.Though he has been very wrong in his 
perfccution of Ifabella^ and though her fuf- 
/erings were the r^fult of Jiis perfeverance, 
it was not his intention that (he Ihould 
fufFer } and accidental circumftances had a 
iharc in it. :. ^ '. / I r: :. r 

But^ look upon him in another,, and 
more favourable light*— as a man who had 
one ohjcft in view, which he had long pur- 
sued with unceafing affiduity— that objeft 
in his power, and paffion pleading for it's 
gratification. ^Behold him ftruck with 
forrow and repentance ; not light and mo- 
mentary, but deep and ferious ! he fore« 

goes 
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goes ftU his purpofcs^ and ftudies to make 
atonement by ev^ry means he can think of. 
He fettles his affairs; prwides for the wel- 
fare and comfort of the perfbns moft dear 
to him; gives up the greateft part of his 
property, and goes, with a (facayy heart, to 
feek a new deftiny in a foreign land ! 

Let thefe circiinTftances have their due 
eflFeft ttpon your mind. Confider that hu- 
man nature is frail, and liable to error. 
There' are few people who have not Ibme 
fecret fades, that are concealed from the 
world's knowledge, and that prey upon the 
heart in it's deepeft receffes, for which 
there is no other remedy •' than the heart's 
farfow^ and a tkarttfe enfuing.^* To this, 
and to the mercy of Heaven, I leave this 
unh^lppy ttL%vi \ and'ihall now give you an 
account of my firft journey. 

Capt^iin ' Maurice, Charlotte Brady, and 

myfclf, went in a poft-chaifc to N ^ 

where 



mhfxe we Sept one night, and reached tht 
'Cnd of oitt" journey By noon the next day. 

* 
• ... • 

Wc Were met^ within a ftrilc of ^thc 

> V 

lioufe, by a clown driving a chaifc-cart, 
into which wc got with our trunk. Cap* 

« ft - • 

Yain Maurice took the reins ^ and the man 
talked before us, and opened th^ gates for 
*s. He drove us round to the front of the 
lioiife. It is a Very* pretty one, faftied and 
modernized, and pleafantly fituatcd. It 
Jooked Hght and chearful, and had nothing 
'^ominous nor melancholy in it's appear- 
^nce. He rung the bell, and a woman- 
servant came to the door. 

^' So, Mrs. Cob," faid he ; '' did your 
iuiband receive my letter?" 

'^ Yes, Sir ; and we have done all that 
you ordered." 

He faid — ^^ I have brought this lady to 
vifit your miftrefs, and in hope that fhe 
will take the charge of her when I am 

Vol. III. H gone 
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gone abroad. She underftands how to 
treat people in her unhappy fituation.'* 
. The woman (hook her head, as if afraid 
he had brought another Mrs. Burton. 

We went into the hall^ which is, indeed^ 
too large for the houfe. It is decorated 
with ftags heads, hunting-horns, and other 
emblems of the chace. I fuppofe, it's for- 
mer owners were hunting fquires. 

Captain ^Maurice (hewed us the par- 
lours, and a large ftore-room. He then 
led us up (tairs. Over the hall and the 
ftore-room were three good-fized rooms, 
two bed-chambers, and a drefling-room. 
There was a gallery the whole length, at 
the end of the library, which has been 
often mentioned j and a chamber on each 
fide of it. 

I was ftruck with the fight of a new 
door on the outfide of the door-cafe. I 
looked at Maurice, and he changed colour. 

" That 
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*^ That, is the door/' faid he, *^ that 
leads to the chamber——*' 
*« I wndcrftand yoti. Sir.*' 

« No, not quite/' faid he. " While 
Mrs. Burton was here, I made them bring 
all Ifabella's cl6aths> linen^ and tvtrf 
•thing, out of this room. I took away the 
bedding, and every thing likely to be of - 
ufe to her, I then caufcd a new outfidc 
door to be put up ; and, inftead of a lock, 
it is fcrewed into the door-cafe, fo that 
it cannot eafily be opened. Now, that 
it is wholly Ihut up, there is an end to 
all the foolifh talking that I have told 
you of." 

" In my opinion. Sir, it waS likely to be 
the more talked of." 

*' I do not find it fo, Madam. I am 
convinced that room was the caufc of Ifa* 
bella's loling her reafon ; and it had liked 
to have turned all the heads in the family.* 

H2 It 



^ I 
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At (hall never be opened again, i^^hile I 
have any power in this houfc." 

I faid no more.; and he fecmed g1ad*to 

get away from the fubje£t. Wc returned 
into the gallery, and he tapt at the door of 
the drcffing-room. A woman opened it, 

• '* Sufan," faid he, ** how is your 
miftrcfs?'* 

" Much the fame, Sir. She is frightened 
now, at your knocking.'* 

. " I have brought a lady to vifit her^ 
who underftands her cafe. — Here, Madam, 
1 leave you. Charlotte and I will go dowa 
flairs/' 

I followed Sufan into the room. There 
fat the poor lady in a great chair ; her face 
reclined againil the fide of it. She had on 
a white loofe morning gown, tied round 
her waift \ and a rofary by her fide. She 
was the wreck of beauty; pale and ema- 
ciated, but finely made \ and, thus fimply 
drelTed, flie If^oked like a perfon of fu- 

perior 
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pc'rior degree and confequence. At my. 
appearance, Ihe ftarted, and threw her 
handkerchief over her face, as wifliing to 
hide herfelf from every bbdy^- 

Sufan went J^nd bawled in her ear, as if 
fee was deaf — ^^ My mafter ha' brought 
a lady to vifit yow, and he pray you to be- 
have kindlv to her.^' 

Shf threw back her hand, as if to forbid 
my approach; I felt an aukwardnefs about 
oje, as if intruding myfelf upon h^r. Slic 
would not deign to look upon me, but Ut 
in all the filent majefty- of woe,- 

I fat down near her, and fpoke to her in 
die- fofteft tone of v<Hce — " My dear lady, 
I am not: come hither out of impertinent 
curiofity, but to try whether 1 can be of 
any fervice to you* I (hall not ftay, if you 
forbid me. But fee me, and know me, 
before you rejeft my fervices/' 

She waved her hand for me to leave her. 

*^l know,^ and pity your misfortunesi,. 

H 3 Madamt^ 
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Madam. I, too, have fufFered ; and, being 
a child of Sorrow myfclf, I can fympathize 
with you i and, perhaps, may be enabled 
to be your comforter/' 

She clapped her hands together, and 
. fcemed to pray mentally. 

I went on — " I am not come to affume 
any authority over you, but to fee that 
every one does their duty to you. Deign,^ 
Madami^ to look at me ; and accept my 
intentions, though you fhould rcfufe wf 
perfbnal attendance on you.*' 

She fighed deeply, and again waved her 
hand to me. 

** Cannot you pcrfuadc the lady to look 
at me, and hear me?'* faid I. 

Sufan fpoke to her in a vulgar and ca- 
joling manner. She called her, her pretty 
dear, and behaved with a difgufting fa- 
miliarity. . 

She (lamped with her foot, and pointed 

to the door* 

I faid— 



« 
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I faid — « I will withdraw for the pre- 
fcnt; and, when your lady is difpofed to fee 
tne, I will wait on hen 

** Confidcr, my dear lady, that you want 
a friend and companion ; and do not drive 
away from you the pcrlbn who comes only 
to affift you/' 

So faying, I left the room, and went 
down flairs to Maurice and his Charlotte, 
where I told him all that had pafled. 

After dinner, I made a fecond attempt 
to gain her attention ^ but with no better 
fuccefsi. I left her in the evening, and 
walked in the garden till it grew dufkifln 

There was a Igrig tcrrafs-walk, from 
whence you dcfcended to the garden, which 
was all upon a declivity ; and, at the bot- 
tom, a piece of water. It was furrounded 
by a good wall, with fruit-trees planted 
againfl: it. The ground was divided into 
four quarters, bounded with efpaliers^ and, 
within, full of herbs and roots, for the ufe 

H4 of 
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of the family. On the oppofite fide^ the 
ground rofe ; and there was> on all fides, aft 
^eeable pro(pc£b> and gceat capabilities of 
improvement, 

Caprain Maurice went to his fami* 
]iotife> for he had not flept at the manfioit 
Jince he refolved to give up Ifabella.. 
Charlotte and X flept together in a roonn 
out of the gallery> and we refted cocn**^ 
fbrtably m our new lodging* 

As foon as I was dreiTed the next 
morning, I defired to fpeak with Sufan> 
and enquired whether her miflxefs was 
willing to fee me* 

She told me, that Madam had not forgot 
my vifit \ that fhe aiked^ whether I was not 
Mrs. Burton in difguife. Sufan told her,, 
that I was quite another perfon* 

« I thought,'* faid flie^ " that the voice- 
was not like Mrs. Burton's : but (he might 
alter that, you know, 






€f 
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*^ The only way to know that, was to 
look at her/' faid Sufan. 

She faid, fhc was afraid I Ihould get her 
mto my power ; but, if I Ihould call again^ 
fee would look at me. 

I bade Sufan tell her, I was come again^. 
tod dcfired (he would iee nae. 

In a quarter of an hour, Sufan came to* 
€ondu6t me to her. I went with more 
courage,, and pleafed that fhe lecoti- 
fcftcd me. 

When I entered the mom, (he was fitting 
in her chair, as before. She held her hand* 
partly over* her eyes, as if the light was 
painful to her;, and looked earneftly at 
me. I curtfied to her,, wiflied her a good 
morning, and hoped (he was better to*day*. 
She wapTiknt.. 

Sufan faid — *' My dear creature, whjr* 
don't you fpeak 10 the lady ?: — Pray, do, my 
dear/^ 

'* I think you treat the lady in too famt- 

H 5 liar 
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\iar a manner/' faid I : "as your miftrcfs, 
you ought to (hew her nnore rclpcft/* 
. *• Refpcft ! — Lord help us ! I have all 
the refpcdt in the world for her ! I loves 
her, and pities her; and I huniours her 
like a child.'* 

*' So I think, Sufan : but flie requires to 
l^e humoured as a woman, and as a lady 
very much your fuperior, nolwithftanding 
her unfortunate fituation." 

" Lack-a-day ! I don't mean any dif- 
t£(pt&y not I." 

" I dare fay, not. I have heard that you 
have been very faithful to her, and I think 
-t^ery well of you : but ftill I wifli you to 
pay her a little more refpeift ; for, I think, 
ihc would like you the better." 

I took a chair cloie to her. I took 

her hand in mine. She gazed at me till 

fhe abafhed me. I fpoke to her again, and 

aflccd her, whether (he faw any thing in my 

face that difpleaftd her? 

She 
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She fpoke — ^* No, I think you are not 
Mrs. Burton, nor yet Mr. Maurice^ but, 
who arc you. Madam ?'* 

** My name is Frances Darnford; and I 
wifli to be called your friend. I am come 
to vifit you, and to comfort you.*' 

' " Who fen t you,, pray?** 

** I heard of your ill health. Madam: 
and I hoped it might be in my power to 
aflift yous and^ perhaps, to make you 
well.*' 

" No, never; never more fliall I be 
well !" She fighed deeply. 

" Do not defpair of it. Sometimes, 
Heaven permits a heavy cloud to pals over 
us; but, if we remain patiently, and truft 4 
in God, we fhall, in time, recover the day- 
light again.*' 

•* That is very pretty; I like it. Arc 
you a Chriftian ?" 

" I hope fo, my dear laSy; I endeavour 
to be fo.** 

H 6 *'lmt 
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•^ I am glad to hear h^ I have not bfef» 
among Chriftians a great while/^ 

** Lord ha' mercy i" faid Sufan, *< how 
can you fay fo}^ We be all Chriftians^ 
here.- 

^* We win fpeak farther on this fiibje6t 
another time.-— Will you^ Madacn> permit 
me to btc^feft with you J"^ 

^ I have nothing to give you,** faid the 
poor lady ; ** 1 have none for myfelf I" 

** You may have what you plcafe,^ faid 
Sufan: " you need only tell me what yon 
pleafe to have.** 

** No, If hafve none — I want none — I 
have left off eating'— it don't agree with 



• me/^ 



<* Ah, but yow can eat a fly bit in a cor- 
ner, fometimcs,*^ faid Sufan. 

«*-You are very indifcreet to fiy fo» 
You (hould not fpeak of thcfe things be** 
fore her— -—Will you order the breakfafl: 
to be brought into this room—* And will 

you. 
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ytyuy Madam> permit me to make tea 
here ?^* 

** If you pleafe. Madam* It was very 
good of you to bring fomc with you: 
there was none in the houfc.'* 

1 humoured this thought, and begged 
her to partake of it^ 

The tea-equipage was brought, and I' 
made tea. I defired Sufan to tell the young 

lady, to wait till the gentleman came, and 
to breakfaft with him. 

I told the lady, that I had a young per- 
fon under my care with me; but, as Ihe 
was averfe to company, I had left her 
bclow-ftairs. She bowed to me. I in- 
treated her to partake of the breakfaft. 
She would not eat; but fbe drank a cup of 
tea, and thanked me for it. 

I tcid her, if (he would invite me> I 
would ftay and dine with her. She wifhed 
Ihe had any thing to give me; but faid, 
there was nothing in the houfe but poverty 

and * 
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and mifery. I anfwered for the dinner^ 
but fhe cared not to fpeak of it. 

When the breakfaft-things were taken 
away, I offered to flay with her, tiU her fer- 

vant had taken her's, and deiired (he would 
come then and relieve me. I tried to en* 
gage her in converfation; but (he anfwered 
me only Yes, and No. 

I kept lilence (bme time. She looked 
at me— • 

*• Pray, talk again ; I like to hear you.**^ 

" I accept the omenT* faid I: " it give* 
me hopes, that you will often hear me 
with pleafure/* 

I talked away; and (he liftened atten* 
tively, but faid little* 

When Sufan returned, I took my Ieave> 
faying, I would wait on her at dinner* 
She fhook her head, but fcemed not dif- 
pleafed with my vifit* 

I retired to my room, and confidereA 
ifith myfelf> whether I fhould give hopes 

to 
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to Maurice of- her recovery. It was not 
impoffible that he might refume his forii>er. 
defigns upon her. I refolved to be very 
cautious of what I faid to him upon the 
fubjeft. 

When I faw him, I told him, that the 
lady had endured me in her fjght; and I 
did not defpair of one day rivalling Sufan 
in her favour. He a(ked» what I thought 
of her; and whether he might encourage 
any hopes of her recovery ? 

I faid, it was impoflible to form ^ny 
judgment upon fo ftiort a knowledge of 
her, but that I perceived Ihe was fenfible 
of both good and ill treatment; that ihe 
ftill feared Mrs. Burton, and dreaded her 
return. 

I enquired, where was his fervant, 
John Roberts ? He faid, he had fent him 
to Harwich, and ordered him to wait for 
him there. 

I walked over the grounds with him 

and 
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and Charlotte, and returned to dinner, I 
told him my intention of eating in Isa- 
bella's room, in order to excite her to par- 
take with me^ and he thanked me for the 
thought. 

I tried to perfuade her to eat, but (he 
refufed me* After I had dined,. I fopped 
a piece of bread in a glafs of wine and 
water, and gave her a few pieces thus 
moiftened; Ihe fwallowed them, and drank 
the liquor. Soon after, ftie laid her hand 
upon her heart, and fecmed cheered by it. 

I fat with her till Sufan had dined,. 
and came back to her. Then I left her,. 
and I faw her no more that day. 1 wanted 
to fee whether my company was wifhed for 
or not. The next day, Sufan told me Ihe 
had afked, when that lady would come 
again. She feared flic had behaved rudely^ 
to me, and that I would come no more. 

This experiment anfwered to my 
wifhes; and I refolded to make another^ 

that 
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that woujki be likely to enable me to dc-t 
cide the quefl:iofi> whether I fhould take 
her under my care, or not* 

I fent word) that I would wait oti her 
to dinner, if agreeable. The anfwer was^ 
fhe ihould be ob^igiedj. if I would bring my 
dinned with me. 

I went^ when the dianer was ready^ 
with the hopes that (he would expe6fc me 
fome thne. She Idid lb; and was uneafy 
that I came no fooner. 

She rofe to meet me> and I embraced 
her. She opened her eyes wider than I 
had fecn theaij, for they were commonly 
half-clofed. She looked plcafed at my 
coming, end I Teemed rejoiced to fee hcr» 
Dinner was ferved up, I afked no quet 
tions, whether (he woiald eat^ but fed her 
from my own plate: fhe ate feveral morfeis 

of meat thus, and I gave her foppcd bread 
as before. 

As foon as the dinner-things were re- 

movedj, 
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movedj and Sufan was gone down ftairsj I 
tried my fecond experiment. 

I drew my chair clofe to hers," took her 
hand in mine, and fpoke to her in Italian, 
I alked her to accept my friend (hip, and 
give me her's in return, which I intended 
to deferve of her. 

She was furprized, and gratified. Her 
heart heaved with fighs. She leaned her 
head upon my (houlder, and burft into a 
paffion of tearsj the happy proof that I 
hoped to receive of her fenfibility, and of 
the probability of her recovery. She fhed 
torrents of tears, that relieved her over- 
burthened heart; mine accompanied them, 
and mixed with them, as they flowed iAto 
her lap. 

After they were abated, I fpoke. I faid 

all that I could think of, to comfort and 

xompofe her mind. She faw me weep with 

her, and looked at me with tendcrncfs and 

gratitude. 

When 



SCHOOL FOR WIDOWS. 183 

When fhe was fomewhat compofcd, I 
aiked her, whether (he Ihould like that I 
fhould come and ftay fomc time with her, 
and be her companion and friend? 

She faid — " Oh, yes, yes, yes !" it would 
be the greateft confolation this world could 
give her — " but, if Maurice fhould know 
it, he would take you away from me^' 

I feizcd the opportunity of telling her, 
that Maurice was foon going abroad, and 
that I would come to her when he was* 
gone. 

Sheliftencd to me attentively, and was 
plcafed with the intelligence I gave her, 
Sufan returned, and was furprized to hear 
us talk in a language ihe could not un- 
derhand. 

When I offered to' leave her, fhe be- 

r 

fought nrie to ftay, and never leave her 
again. I told her, that I muft return home 
to my friends, and fettle my affairs; but I 
would certainly return to her, after fonac 

time—- 
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time— That I fhould fee her every day 
while I (laid in the village, . and chat I was 
BOt going immediately.. She was very un- 
willing to part with me. I told her, I muft; 
leave her then>,butwouldfecher again on* 
the morrow- 
She dcfircd me to come fooner than t<K 
day, and I promifed to do fo- 

When I returned to Maurice,. I told= 
him that I had fpoken tollabella in Italiah,. 
and. that (he was reconciled to my com- 
pany, and was not unwilling that I fiiould- 
come and (lay with her^ 

He took occalion to urge me to promife 
him to accept the charge of her. I faid> 
if I faw nothing worfe than I had feen, I 
would, and that Ihe was the moft patient 

fufferer that I ever knew.. 

He faid, ihe was impatient enough whcit^ 
ever (he was oppofed. V obfervcd, that 
proved the neceffity of indulgence to her, 

and 
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jmd that I (hbuld ufe no other niechodt 
' 3rle thanked me for my compliance* 

Ifabella grew cyery day fonxkr of my 

*company^ 1 promifcd her« that I would 

<:ome and ftay with her, upon conditioa 

tthat ftie wduld oblige me, in complying 

-with what I defircd^ in regard to eating, 

and doing what was good for her health. 

She promifed to do all that I fhould require 

of her. 

I ordered Sufan to bring her, every 
morning, half a pint of milk, warm from 
the cow, and put a tea-cup of hot water 
into it; and, if Ihe did not chufe to 
take it immediately, to leave it in her 
room till (he did. I faw her take it feveral 
mornings, and begged her to continue it. 

I introduced Charlotte to her, and de- 
fired her to pay her great attention^ and 
endeavour to make herfclf agreeable to her. 
She fuppofed her to be my daughters but 
I afiured her^ (be wa$ oi^ly my ward. X 

a(ked 
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alkcd her pcrmiffion to bring Charlotte 
with me when I (hould come again. 

She faid — ** Any friend of yours will be 
welcome; but you muft bring your own 
provifions." 

I undertook to provide for us and the 
family. She thanked me for my goodnefs. 

«' Pray, tell me your name ?'* 

I did fo. 

*' Pray write it down, for I have no 
memory.'* 

I aiked, if fhe had not a pocket-book ? 

She did not know. 

Sufan found it, &nd I wrote my name in 
a leaf of it. 

She was plcafed with it, and read it over 
and over— *^ Frances — Francifca — Fran- 
cefina. Shall I call you Donna Francefina ?" 

'^ Call me what you pleafe, fo you add 
the name of friend to it." 

** II caro Amica Donna Francefina!** 
Darnford fhe made a ftrange word pf j but 

I was 
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X was glad to fee her amufe herfelf with 
any thing. 

I wrote down the name of Charlotte 
Srady^ and defired her to remember that 
alfos and Charlotte begged her^ very pret-» 
tily, to do her name the honour to remem- 
ber it. 

In (hort, we amufed her with fuch trifles, 
and took oflF her attention to her own me« 
lancholy thoughts, and the recolle£tions of 
the caufes of her ibrrows. 

Captain Maurice brought his tenants, 
Mr* and Mrs. Ringrofe, to pay their re- 
ipe£ts to me, one afternoon. He had told 
them every thing that could-prcpoflfcfs them 
In my favour, and alfo his defign of going 
abroad, and leaving Ifabella in my care. 

He defired Mr. Ringrofe to overlook 
Richard Cob, and fee that he did his duty 
during his abfence. Before them, he gave 
me the power to difmifs all, or any of the 

fervants. 
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'fcrvtots, whom I fhould difapproVe ; and 
he repeated it to all the fervants. 

Mr. Ringrofe promifcd to dome every 
lervice in his power— and hfe wife faid, ihe 
hoped I would neighbour with her^ fc^ 
that Don Antonio^ and his lady (now Mrs» 
Maurice) wcr€ too proud to take any notice 
of them, and they thought it too great an 
honour for her to fit at the fame table with 
thenru 

Maurice faid — ** That is paft; let us 
fay no more of it, Mrs, Darnford will, I 
am fure, acknowledge and return your 
good offices.'* 

I affurcd them, that I fhould be glad to 
have fuch good neighbours, and promifcd 

« 

fo return their vifit before I went home. 

They drank tea, and poor Ifabclla fcnt 
Sufan feveral'times to fee what was become 
of me. She was told I was gone out on a 
vilic, and would come to her in the even- 
ing. After they were gone, I fat with her 

till 
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till fupper-cime; and then came down to 
^laurice and Charlotte. He went away at 
ten o'clock, and we went to our reft. 

1 returned the vifit to the farm-houfe in 
the morning. Maurice fhewed me his 
apartment^ which is .indeed a very good 
one. He confulted rac about letting it. 
I advifed him to keep it in referve, for he 
might one day wifti to return ^to it; and, 
befide, there might be difagreeable inmates 
to the farprly ; and, upon the whole, it was 
better to Jeavc it in the care of Mrs. Ring- 

rofc. She v/as pleafcd with what I faid; 
and it was fettled accordingly. 

We ftaid twelve days at the manfion- 
hoiife •, and I had every reafon to hope that 
my undertaking would be crowned with 
fuccefs. 

Ifabella was very loth to part with mej 
but I told her it muft be fo. But 1 pur- 
pofcd to return in a month i and cclred 

Vol. hi. I her 
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her to keep an account of the days, that 
(he might obferve my punduality. 

Mr* Maurice earneftly begged that be 
might fee Ifabella once more, before he 
took an eternal leave of her, I was averfe 
to it, 

" If (he fees you with me, I (hall lofe 
all the ground I have gained ; and, if you 
go alone^ fhe will think I have told her 
nothing but untruths." 

*' Cannot 1 fee her while fhe flceps ? I 
would not difturb her for the world." 

He ordered Sufan to tell him when flic 
was afleep. He put on a long black cloak 
of mine^ and Sufan's bonnet upon his head* 
Sufan went foftly into the room — I was in 
the gallery. He ppt his head into the 
room : he clafped his hands together, and 
gazed at her in filence. He (ighed and 
groaned inwardly. He ftood tiU (he darted, 
and then came away, and Sufan (hut the 
door, I perfuaded him to go down ftairs ; 

and 
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and he faw her no more. He lamented the 
alterations in her perfon and intclleds, and 
kept his rcfolution with unfhakcn (leadi- 
nefs. 

The next morning we returned toN i 

and from thence went home to W , 

where I ftaid a month. 

You know all that paflcd between Mrs. 
Martin and her family and myfelf. 
• Maurice fent me two writings, properly 
figned and executed. The firft was a leafe 
of three years of the manfion, and the 
ground adjoining : the other wai a power 
of attorney to receive his rents, and the 
intereft of his money in the funds^ during 
Charlotte's minority. 

Theft points being fettled, I returned to 
the manfion-houfe^ and arrived thereon 
the day that my appointed month ex* 
pired. I carried with me Charlotte Brady^ 
and Patty Martin, as my companions and 
aflfociatcs^ with whom I hoped to form 4 

I 2 pleafant 
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plcafantand chearful fociety, and t^at 
Donna Ifabella would niake the fourth in 
due time. 

The lady gave me a joyful reception; 
but it fufFered fome abatennent on account 
of my two comp'anions. I told her flic 
would find them very amiable and good 
girls, and they would amufe and entertain 
her: that they were likewife very ingeni- 
ous, and would (hew her many curious 
works. By degrees, fhc was reconciled to 
themj but Are was rather jealous that I 

fliould love them better than herfelf, and 
deprive her of my company, and beftow it 
upon them. 

My firft ad of power was to difchargc 
the fupernumerary fcrvanr, hired to aflift 
Sufan; my fecond, to throw her to her 
proper diftance, and reduce her to her 
proper ftation, that of an houfc-maid. 

Myfelf and my young people took her 
place about Madame di Soranzo. Our 

bufinefs- 



SCHOOL FOR WIDOWS. 193 

buIincCi and exercifcs became her amufc- 
ment : we (hewed her how to nett, to knot, 
and to weave laces and bobbin. She had 
never been ufed to do any kind of work; 
but thefe were fo like play, that Ihe was 
perfuaded to try her hand at them. 

I found Cob and his wife honeft, fenfi- 
ble, and difcrect perfons; and I put confi- 
dence in them. I regulated the houfliold, 
and put every thing into an eafy method ; 
fo that every fefvant might do their work 
witli eafcj and yet have time for them- 
fclves. 

Our manner of life was this : At fcven 
o'clock in the morning> our half-pint of 
milk and water was brought to Donna 
Xfabella and myfelf — ^we both found it of 
great benefit to us. At nine, we break- 
faded in the dreffing-room ; and afterwards 
purfued our works and our Icffons till 
twelve. I then walked with the two girhi 
dU half after one; when we returned home, 

1 3 and 
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sind dreffed before dinner: for I ufcd them 
to make fome alterations, that they might 
not grow carclcfs and flatternly. We dined 

at two, or a quarter after : at firft, we ate 
in the drefllng-room, but afterwards in the 
parlour. 

Ifabella was fometimes capricious and 
fanciful : we then fuffered her to dine alone 
in the dreffing-room; and we left her with 
Sufan. But (he was too fenfible of the 
value of our company to let us ftay away 
from her: Ihefoon recolleftcd herfelf; and, 
fometimes, would apologize for her beha- 
viour. 

By degrees^ I perfuaded her to walk a 
little ; for fhe had ufed herfelf to fit alto- 
gether, which had almoft difabled her. 
She told me, that Mrs. Burton would not 
let her go out of her own apartment j and 
that Maurice defired her to ftay there. I 
eafily cdnceived the reafon of this prohi- 
bition — while they were cleaning her for- " 

mer 
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mcr room, and putting up the new door — 
but I thought it was now time that ihe 
ihould ufe her legs^ and that her health 
Ihould be promoted by cxercife. 

We perfuaded her to walk in the gal- 
lery: fometimes (he leaned upon nie; at 
others, upon Patty ; and Charlotte defired 
£be might not have her offers of fervice 

m 

refufed, 

I Ihut the door into' the library, and left 
it to her to make the difcovcry of the alter- 
ations there. She often looked at the door, 
topped, and fighed : at length, {he faid-— 
" Will you allow me. Madam, to open that 
doorr 

" Certainly, Madam. I would not offer 
to reftrain you in any thing but what was 
likely to be hurtful to you/* 

She opened the door, and looked in* She 
ftarted at feeing the new door. ** Santa 
Maria! what do I fee ! Is there no admit- 
tancc into that chamber ?" 

I 4 " No, 
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" No, Madam. Captain Maurice or- 
dered that room to be cleared of all it*s 
furnitures and then (hut it up, as yoa 
fee." 

She kneeled down at the door, and 
prayed. She chanted, after the manner of 
the cathedral fervice — ** Saint Antonio, 
Ora pro nobis ! Santa Catherina, Ora pro 
nobis r 

*• Come, my dear lady, this room is not 
good for you. Others, befidc Mr. Maurice, 
think that chamber did you harm .: you in- 
dulged fancies there that ruined your peace 
and comfort. Now that you are getting 
better, you will liften to advice ; and, when 
your reafon gets it's full ftrength, you will 
be convinced that it was a kind ailion to 
take yoi>away from it." 

She wept, and trembled. ** Oh, that 
room ! the fcenc of all my joys and all my 
ibrrows ! I cannot fee it without emotion — 
Muft I never enter that room again?" 

" No, 
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'* No, I hope not," faid I ; " but you 
fhall ufe yourfclf to fee that door, till you 
think no more of it than of any other j for 
you ought not to be a prifbner in your own 
houfe any longer. Let us go back to your 
dreffing-roomj and you Ihall come here 
again another day." 

She leaned upon me, and we returtled 
back again. She wept, but her mind was 
relieved by it. We talked on various fub- 
jefts; and Ihe foon recovered her ufual 
compofure. 

After this, (he vifited the library every 
days sindf ^7 de^ees, was familiarized to 
it : but always faid a prayer, or fung her 
«* Ora pro nobis!" before flie returned to her 
own apartment. 

Her appetite returned. I never urged 
her to cat more than fhe chofe. Nature 
requires but little food. Moft of Qur dif* 
orders arife from repletion. I gave her 

1 5 only 
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only Ilmple and plain dneflcd meats^ with 
a proporcion of vegetables; and left the 
reft to nature. 

Ifabella had a clofet out of her bed* 
chamber, where fhe uicd to pray feveraj[ 
times in a day. I would now and then 
throw out a hint^ that we all worfhipped 
the fame God> and acknowledged the fame 
Saviour and Redeemer. As (he grew bet- 
ter, Ihc was more fenfible of the difference 
between our mode of worfhip and her own. 
I infifted upon it, that we were Chriftians ; 
and that (he ought to allow us to be fo, as 
we allowed her to be one. 

I faid, that the Chriftian church was di- 
vided into many branches, yet alt fpringing 
from the fame tree; namely, the Gofpel*— « 
that every nation had it's own church, and 
had a right to it's own form of worfhip. 
That way in ^hich a man thought he could 
beft ferve God, and fecure his own fal^ 
Tttion, that was the beft to biou t^ God 

is 
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is the Father of all his creatures, and his 
tender mercies are over all his works. As 
fuch, I adore, love, and obey hinii but I 
could not love him truly, if I thought he 
was the Father of only one fmall parr, or 
one fociety only, and the Step-father of all 
the reft. I believe my national church to 
be a good and a fafe one; but I do not be- 
lieve it the only one in which I may obtain 
falvation. Compare my opinion with your 
own •, and remark which has the moft cha- 
rity and benevolence, and which is the 
ncarcft to the charity of the Gofpel, and 
the Spirit of it's Divine Author ; who de- 
clared — " By this Jhall all men know that 
you are my difciples^ if ye have love one to-' 
wards another. ^^ 

" You fpeak very well," faid IfabcHa; 
** but I am not convinced by what you 
fay. ' I do not think every one~ has a right 
to chufe his own religion, but that at) 
ihould conform to the Mother Church. 

16 . How 
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How can you be Chriftians^ that pay no 
honour to the Mother of our Lord^ nor to 
any of the Saints ?** 

I anfwered this> by adverting to our 
LorcVs treatment of his Mother: a circum- 
ftance that one of our raoft celebrated di- 
vines attributes to his foreknowledge of the 
abufes of the fucccflbrs of the Apoftlesj 
and that ihe would one day become the 
objeft of idolatrous worfhip. '* It is from 
hioifelf that wc muft learn every circum- 
ftance concerning her j and, from him, how 
far (he is to be relpefted, but not worfliip- 
pcd. " fFbo is my motber, and who are my 

trethren? Beboldy be wbo doetb tbe will of 

* 

my Fatber in beaven^ tbe fame is my brother^ 
cndfifter^ and motber.^* 

She was offended. She alked how I 
knew that our Saviour faid fo ? I told her, 
we had free recourfe to the Scriptures; and 
they were in the hands of every one that 
could readt 

She 
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She doubted the tranflation. I told her, 
that the many fe<5ls into which Chriftianity 
was divided^ were conftahtly watching each 
other> which prevented the corn4)tioiis and 
interpolations of aoy. 

I afked whether Ihe had now any prieft 
to attend her ? She was uneily, at times, 
that (he had not; but believed that Maa« 
rice had forbidden the pcrfon that ufed td 
vifit her: which I thought very likely, 
though he faid nothing to me upon the 
fubjeft. 

Thus I laboured to enlarge her charity, 
and to make her think favourably of Chrii^ 
tians of all denominations, without trying 
to mai^e her diflatisfied with her own 
church. I acknowledged the Pope's fu- 
premacy in Italy ; but would not allow it 
to reach any farther. I told her, that a 
great man of our country had faid, that 
Providence made the Italians Catholics, and 

the 
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tOl SCHOOL FOR WIDOWS. 

the Dutch Protcftants, for the benefit and 
convenience of both. 

Every evening, before we wertt to fuppcr, 
I called the family together, and read the 
evening prayers of the Church; concluding 
with a prayer of the excellent Bifliop 

Hoadly: and fometimes gave them a brief 
exhortation on the greater and lefler duties 
of all thofe who call themfelves Chriftians. 

Ifabella did not, at firft, give us her com- 
pany : it was near the expiration of the firfl: 
year before I carried this point with her. 
But it gave me inexprefllble fatisfaftion 
when (he did join with usj; and (he now 
never mifles it. She confefles that fhe has 
found great comfort to her own heart in 
performing this duty. * 

At the end of the firft year, I returned to 

W , according to my promife. I ftaid 

a month with Mrs. Martin ; Jettled all her 
affairsj faw my friends in that neighbour- 
hood; 
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hood; and then returned to Donna Ifabellaj 

ft 

who was very impatient of my abfence. 

I wrote to Captain Maurice from time to 
time ; and gave him an account of Ifabella's 
gradual amendment, and the pro(pe£t of 
her perfect recovery, in confequcnce of a 
mild and gentle treatment, and proper at- 
tention to her bodily health. His anfwers 
exprefled his pleafure in hearing fuch good 
tidings; and his gratitude to Mrs. Darn* 
ford, for her care of the two perfons moft 
dear to him of any in the world. He in- 
formed me, that he was engaged in a mer- 
cantile fociety, and was going a voyage to 
the Weft Indies. 

I wrote alfo to my worthy friend, Coun- 
fellorM— — ; and acquainted him with 

my prefent Iltuation, and my fuccefs in it, 
which gave him great fatisfaAion. 

In the fecond year of my refidence here^ I 
loft that dear> that ineftimable friend, whofe 
gencrofity extended beyond his life. He kfc 

me 
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me five hundred pounds : a. noble legacy, 
which fccured me a competency for life. 

Mrs. Langfton gave me an invitation to 
her houfe i but I excufed myfdf, and gave 
a power of attorney to a clerk of my bene« 
fadtor, to receive my legacy, and employ 
it in the funds, and to receive and tranfinit 
my intereft-moncy to me. 

Ifabella recovered, by degrees, her health 
and fpirits; and fhe has often declared 
herfclf happier lince I came hither than at 
any period of her life. 

When I thought her fufficiently reco- 
vered, I aiked whether fhe thought herfelf 
the wife of Captain Maurice? She faid, 
Ihc fuppofcd that the marriage-ceremony 
had been performed, after our manner, 
while (he was in fits : but (he never could 
think herfclf his wife, unlefs it had been 
•celebrated after the manner of the Church 
of Rome; and that could not be done 

without 
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vichooc her confcnt, which ihe never would 
give as long as ihe lived. 

I then ventured to difclofe the welc6me 
fecr^t, that (he was not married at all 5 and 
that flje was entirely her own miftrefs, and 
that of this houfe, and the lands belonging 
to it. 

She fcreamed for joy. She embraced 
mc. Then rccollefting herfelf — ^" Arc you 
fore of what 70U tell me ?" 

*^ Very certain of it.'* 

'* Yes— I believe it I You could not, 
would not, deceive me I — But how do you 
know it ? Who told you ? '* 

'* He who beft knew— -Mr. Maurice 
confefTed it to me. Moved by a geaerous 
remorfe and repentance, he told me every 
thing that could give me full information 
of your cafe, and enable me to give you 
hope of future quiet. You may depend 
that be will never more perfccutc you : he 

leaves 
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leaves you to enjoy your own comforts, and 
will never more difturb your repofe/* 

<* Then he is not fo bad a man as I 
thought him/' 

I took up Maurice's caule> and pleaded 
for her pity and forgivcnefs; which, after 
fome time, ihe allowed me to fend him, ia 
her name. 

When he returned from his voyage, I 
tranfmitted this welcome news ; but con- 
ditionally, that he fhould never more ap« 
proach her: otherwife, Ihe would declare 
to every body that ihe was not married to 
him, and would expofe him to the cenfure 
and contempt of the world. 

I fhewed Madame di Soranzo two books 
I had made \ in one of which I had fet 
down all the money I had received on her 
account; in the other, all that I had ex- 
pended for her. I told her, I had hitherto 
been her faithful ftcward ; but was ready 
to refign my office whenever Ihe pleafed, 

and 
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and to quit her boufe whenever (he thought 
fhe had no farther need of me. 

She had hardly patience to hear me out. 
She changed colour : ftie wept — " Surely, 
you could not be fb cruel to leave me ! If 
you didj I fhould relapfe into the miferable 
ftate in which you found me. Oh^ my 
dear friend ! you muft never, never leave 
me ! You have been my comforter, phy- 
iician^ pricft, companion, and counfellor— 
I can never forget my obligations to you— - 
I can never be happy without you !" 

'^ I am not going to leave you, unlets 
you Ibould dcfire it." 

** So far from it, it would be the greateft 
misfortune that could befal me. Be ftill 
my ftcward, my manager, my ggverncfj— 
All I have is yours i and I am yours to the 
end of my life !" 

I afTured her, that I had no thoughts of 
leaving her, unlefs upon fbme extraordinary 
occafion. 

With 
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With her healthy Madame dt Soranzo 
has recovered her beauty ; and fhe is at thi* 
moment a moft intercfting pcrfon, equally 
capable of inipiring love> and of conciliaC'- 
iflg friend(hip. 

My two pupils arc amiable girls. Patty 
Martin is remarkably ingenious in all man« 
ner of needle- work. I had her taught to 
iftake gowns. We have niodernized Donns 
Ifabella's wardrobe; and I have drefled her 
hair in a medium fly le^ between fafhion and 
ftmplicity, but in a manner extremely be** 
coming to* her form, / 

When firft I heard from the dear friend 
of my youth, I read your letters to Madame 
di Soranzo. She grew extremely jealous^ 
left I (hould leave her, and go to live with 
you. I told her, I would ftate the cafe 
fairly; and I. could truft to your equity to 
decide in her behalf^ though againft your 
own wiihes. 

And 
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And now, my dear friend, you fee the 
bands that hold me; and I am fure you 
will think that this lady has moft need of 
my company and afliftance. The two 
girls likewife depend upon me. Under 
thefe circumftances, I have thought on a 
plan that will bring us together. In the 
name of Madame di Soranzo, I invite you 
to vifit us here, as foon as you can con* 
veniently. I propofe to myfelf the grcatcft 
pleaftire I can enjoy, in making my per- 
fonal acknowledgments for your generous 
and fteady friendihip. You muft bring 
with ydu your daughter, and a fervant to 
attend you here, for we have only the ho- 
nt& and vulgar Sufan Dobbins ; but I hope 
to get foon a more handy and fuitable at- 
tendant. In your next, you muft fix the 
tinrc for your journey. I will meet you 
at N— , and conduft you fafely to 

D . 

With 
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I 

With the moft ardent wilh of embracing 
you Ihortly, 

I am> 

Your ever obliged and faithful friend, 

Frances Darnford. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XVt. 

MRS. STRICTLAND, TO MRS, DARNFORD. 

^TH HANKS, many thanks, are due to 
•*• my dear friend, for all her commu- 
nications, and her moft kind invitation in 
the conclufion. 

Poor Ifabella ! her fufFerings have bceir 
great indeed! I have felt them for her 
mod truly. Oh, that vile Maurice ! — how 
can you excufe him ! — how can you vindi- 
cate him! I hate and deteft him, and 
never can forgive him ! And yet you have 
perfuaded the poor lady to pardon him, 
and to let him know it ! When I come, 
I will reckon with you for all your fu- 
perlatives. 

I want to confult you upon many fub- 
jefts; principally, on the education of my 
children. Shall I fend my daughter to a 

good 
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good fchool, or fhall I take a govcrncfi 
into my houfc ? Shall I fend my fon to a 
public or a private fchool, or Ihall 1 give 
him a tutor at home ? I have a fcheme of 
this kind in my head, which I fhall lay be- 
fore you. 

I have had my boys with me lately; and 
they arc juft reftored to fchool again. They 
lare very much improved ; but Henry 
Marney has the fuperior taJeats. No mat^ 
tcr for that : if my boy is virtuous and 
amiable, I am fatisfied and thankful. 

What ftrange, inconfiftent creatures, we 
are 1 Woodlands, that was formerly nay 
prifon, is now become pleafant to me. I 
can fpend the fummer months here very 
comfortably; but I mean to winter in 
fame large town or city. On this head I 
(hall confult you alfo; and you fhall be 
my Apollo. 

Mrs. Elton*s eldeft fon is a very inge- 
nious young man : he is chofcn a Fellow 

of 
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of his College. He means to offer himfclf 
as a governor to fomc young man of for- 
tune. He wilhes to travel, and to inftruA 
himfelf and his pupil at the fame time. 
Whether travelling does moft good, or 
harm, I am not competent to decide. Tell 
me your opinion of it. 

I have regulated my family very much 
to my fatisfaftion ; and all my fervants ac- 
quit themfelves well in their feveral fta- 
tions— my worthy Gilfon'and her fon at 
the head of them. 

Prefcnt my refpefts to Madame di So- 
ranzo : tell her, I hope Ihe will admit me 
into the^number of her friends. I am pre-, 
paring to pay my acknowledgments, in 
4)erfon, for her kind invitation. I fhall 
pay court to her good opinion ; and (hall 
do all I can to perfuade her to return my 
yifit at Woodlands. I (hall open a plan 
of fpending moft part of our fummcr to- 
gether ; and, according to my fucccfs with 

Vol. III. K you 
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you both, I Ihall make my vifit longer or 
fliorter— Take notice of that. 

On Monday next I fee out on my jour- 
ney. I hope to fup with you at N - ■■ on 
TucClay eight. I fuppofc you will conne 
in your chaiie-cart to meet me. I ihall 
put Peggy and our luggage mto your 
vehicle, aad you (ball ftep into mine. On 
Wcdnefday, I Ihall proceed with you ta 
J)—-—'. Heaven fend us all a happy meot*^ 
ing, and all the fbll6wing bleffings of 

m 

friendlhip. and fdcdi fociety ! So prays. 
Your fiacere and afFedionate friend^ 
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LETTER XVII. 

MISS ELTON, TO MRS, STRICTLAND. * 

' MADAM^ 

IT is creel to interrupt your happinefs, 
in the fociety of that dear friend, whofe 
noble and amiable qualities yOu fo truly 
love, and fo juftly cfteenm: but, as you 
have honoured me with the office of your 
almoner^ and your fubftitute, with refpcdt 
to your penfioners and paupers, it is in- 
cumbent on me to acquaint you with 
fomcthing that has paffed here, which has 
excited our expedlations and our wifhcs. 

In your abfence, I have always called 
upon old Balderfon once a week, at leaft, 
and defired him to call on me as often. ^ 
On Monday laft, he came to me, with a 
letter in his hand; and he trembled as he 

K 2 gave 
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gave it me to read, and feemed much agi- 
tated. I fend you here a copy of it — 

'^ MR. SAMUEL BALDERSON, 

*' I SHOULD be glad to know, fpecdily, 
whether you are dead or alive; for Mr. 
Grant, your old friend, fays, he has not 
heard from you a great while j and he fays, 
befide, that he has heard tidings of a friend 
of yours in India, and that there is fbmc 
money for you in his hands. I write to 
you, at his dcfire; and, as foon as we know 
that you are alive and well, you ihall 
know farther particulars. 

" I am your old neighbour and friend, 

souTHWA^K, u John Mullins.'* 

July ao. •* 

Mr. Baldcrfon had negledled writing to 
Mr. Grant, having given over all hopes of 
hearing from India. He had told him of 
his happinefs in your protedion, and that 
of his dear Henry Marneyj and, after that, 

he 
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he wrote very feldom, having nothing 
farther to wifli, or to hope, in this 
world. 

My father thought this letter of great 
confequence; he offered to anfwer it him- 
fclf. He certified the writer, that Samuel 
Balderfon was alive and well, and very de- 
jGrous to be- informed of the farther parti- 
culars as (bon as poffible; defiring him to 
addrefs his next letter to Balderfon, at the 
Parfonage. 

On the Friday we received the fecond 
letter; which I copy— . 

" MR. BALDERSON, 

" We have received an anfwer to our 
letter, from the Rev. Mr. Elton, reftor of 
your parifli, and are glad to hear you are 
alive and wellj but it would have been 
more fatisfaftion to have had it under your 
own hand. 

" You muft know, that John Mullins*j 

K J fon. 
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fon, who was thought dead^ is lately re- 
turned from India, with a great deal of 
money; and he fays, that your fon, James 
Balderfon, was alive and well when he 
canne away from Madras; 'and he fent 
home a hundred pounds for you; and he 
faid, he had always fent that fum to you> 
tyerj year, for a great many years paftv 
He fays» that Mr. James Balderibn la 
coming home foon, and wants very muck 
to know the (ituation of his family. 

** I fend you herewith a Bank-note for 
fifty pounds; and defire you will acknow^ 
ledge it direftly, and with your own hand, 
if you are able, and then i will fend the 
remainder. 

" Take care of your health, and keep 
up your fpirits, for you may expeft to fee 
your good fon one of thefe days. So God 
blefs you, and farewel I 

" Your old and true friend, 

July 17: i7«o; ^' MlCHAlL GaANT. 

This 
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This Mr. Grant lives in the houfe 'for- 
merly inhabited by Balderfon, and he was 
charged with the care of all letters to him. 
The poor old man is overwhelmed with 
joy, but mixed with doubts and. fears. My 
dear father kindly fupports hiTnj he calls 
upon him for fortitude to bear profpcrity, 
as firmly as he has done adverfity, and 
llrengthens his mind by religious confider-. 
ations. We vifit him every day, and fend 
him what we think is good for his health 
and Ipirlts. 

*' My father is of opinion, that Mr. 
James Balderfon is aftually arrived, and 
take3 this method to prepare his aged fa- 
ther to fee him. If fo, you fhall foon hear 
farther from, dear Madam, 

" Yours, faithfully, &c. -' 

*' Anne Eltoij/* 



K4 LETTER 
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LETTER XVIIL 

MISS ELTON, TO MRS. STRICTLAND. 

Auguft I, xySo. 

Ty ^ Y dear father's penetration has been 
^^•*" truly juftified. . I am, even now, 
hardly compofcd enough to tell my dear 
friend all that has happened : I will, how- 
ever, attempt it. 

I^ad Thurfday, old Balderibn dined with 
us : my father made him fit down with us> 
though his modefty would have declined 
jt. In the af ernoon, a ftranger knocked 
at the door. Does not your heart tell you, 
already, who this ftranger was? — The tears 
gufli from my eyes; I cannot defcribe the 
afFcding interview. 

He aiked a few queftions concerning 
Mr. Balderfon. The old man knew him; 
he fainted away in his fon's arms* Never 

did 
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did I behold fuch manly, fnch affhSting 

tendernefs, as James Balderfon's! 

" Oh, God! fpare my father, that I may 
have fomebody to live for!" 

He was in agonies, left the difcovcry 
Ihould be too much for himj and we were 
in fear that he would not revive. 

My father fetched a bottle of choice 
Madeira wine, referved for great occafions. 
He faid, in the words of the Wife Man—* 
** Give Jlrong wine to him who is ready, to 
faint \ let him drink and forget his poverty^ 
and remember his mifery no more.** He 
gave it him with a tea fpoon> with the 
utmoft care, and he revived by degrees. 

My father begged Mr. Balderfon to re- 
ftrain his joy, and to appear compofcd. 

The old man gazed wildly on his 
fon — he embraced him. The tears raia 
down the cheeks of them both, and ounj 
accompanied them. 

The old man recovered his voice; and 

K 5 his 
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his firft words were ejaculations of grati- 
tude to the Supreme Benefa^or — " Praife 

be to God for all his mercies! — 6 Lord, 
make me truly thankful for this bleffing! — 

Now will I fay,* like old Jacob to His be- 
loved Jofeph — " Now lei me die, for I 
have Jeen thy face once again /" 

My father, in order to compofe the 
minds of both, began a recapitulation of 
all that old Balderfon had fuffered, till the 
time of his being received into the pro- 
teftion of Mrs. StriAland. He enlarged 
upon her goodnefs to him, and to his be- 
loved Henry Marney. 

While he was relating many inflrances 
©f this lady's benevolence and bounty, 
JMr. James Balderfon kneeled down, and 
invoked Heaven to fhower down it's 
ble flings upon herfelf and children. 

He then aflced, where this excellent lady 
was to be found : he would go a journey as 
far as to India, to pay her his acknowledg- 
ments. 
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ments. My father deflred hirn to havi 
patience^ ancj remai/i wjiere he was: th^t 
the tiime Mrs. Stridhod had propofed to 
be abfcnt was nearly expired, and that he 
might foon p^y his rcfpefta to her at her 
own houfci and he would anfwcr* that 

4 

flie would give him ^ hearty welcome, and 
a gracious reception. 

My father would not let old Balderfon 
go home that night. His fon fat by his 
bed-fide, and watched him with true and 
pious filial afFcdion. The next day, he 
was perfeftly recovered. His fon went 
home with hinf^ and he %cnds moft of his 
f time with him, though my father has got 
him a lodging in the village. 

And now. Madam, I am defired to re- 
mind you, that your propofed time is 
nearlf expired, and that your return is im- 
patiently wifhed ; and I am authorized to 
fpeakmy own wifties in thofe of others. 

Oh I but I have not told you, that Mr, 

K 6 James 
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James Baldcrfon is a fine, manly, fehfibic— 
looking man; tall, and well made; with 
an open afpedt, that ipeaks courage, frank* 
ncfs, and benevolence! His countenance 
is bronzed over, by a warm country; but 
his honell, generous, and afFeftionate mind, 
ihines through it. 

Accept, Madam, the compliments and 
regards of all thofc who bear the name of 
Elton; and I prefume to afk you to prefent 
mine to all your friends at D • 

In hopes that Woodlands will loon be 
illuminated by your prefence, (it is very 
dull without it) I am, dearcll Madam, 

Your faithful and obedient fervant, 

Anne Elton, 



LETTER 
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LETTER XIX, 



MRS. STRICTLAND, TO MRS. DARNFORD 



• ^ 



TH E voice of joy and gladncfs re- 
founds throughout this' houfc* I 
have been obliged to liftcn to raptures of 
praife and gratitude. I fear, left vanjty 
ihould induce me to take too much to my- 
felf ; therefore I am retired to my own 
apartment, to offer the incenfe of praiie and 
thankfgiving to that Power to whom it is 
due, and to thank him for enabling me to 
comfort and affift fo many worthy hearts 
as are now under my roof. 

This duty paid, it is incumbent on me 
to pay my acknowledgments to my dear 
friends. Donna Ifabella, and Donna Fran- 

cefina, for their kindnefs and hofpitality to 
me and my daughter. My dear Rachel 
fends her thanks to the ladies^ and her love 

to 
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to Mifs Brady and Mifs Martin^ and wifiies 
to have them live wich her always i for, 
fure, Wooifiands is big enough for us alL 
Pray obferve and rennember this, and make 
no fcruple of coming — all of you. I can 
ftlways make room enough for fuch dear 
friends. ^ 

Mr, James Balderfon is one of yettr gen* 
tkmen of God's making : he gives the lye 
to all exclufive pretenfions of birth and 

fortune. He has the fpirit of a prince^ 
and would make me fuch prefents as are 
only proper fix thofe of the highcft degree 
Co wear. He has obliged me to accept 
irf'fome jewels of high value-^one diamond, 
of a large fize- — and I muft have quarrelled 
with him, if I had returned them to him* 
The man pays me a kind of homage that 
is little ftxort of adoration I 

You muft know, that his chief trafBck 
has been in jewels j and he has been en- 
gaged in journeys of much danger, be- 
tween 
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twcen thfc fettlement at Madras ^d the 
mines of Golconda. 

When his patron died, he left him one*, 
third of his fortune, and the remainder t0 
his relations in England. This honeft 
Taftor tranfmitted accounts of every thing 
to them ; and employed a third pcrfonto 
divide the property, and to fettle between 
them. He remitted all that was due tb 
them, before he took meafurcs to fecure and 
remit his own property to Engknd. 

He has detefted the fraud and treachery 
of his brother-in-law, Stevens, who inter- 

* • 

cepted all his remittances to his father, 
and fuffered that worthy man to endure 
penury and want, while he was (pending 
the money that would have procured him 
and his grandfon all the comforts and con- 
veniencies of life. He is little lefs angry 
with his fifter. He fays, though (he had not 
the command of much money, (he could have 
relieved her own father in many rcfpedls ; 

and^ 
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aodi at leaft> flie migbc have given him 
pence and twopences^ asoriiers did, from no 
other motive than merely charity. " I re- 
nounce fuch children and relations ! I will 
never more have any intercourfe with them !" 

He lamented the lofs of fo many dear 
relations, whom he had hoped ihould have 
ihared his fortune ^ but, flill more pathe- 
tically, he deplored the fate of his adored 
Anna Marney. 

You may renricmber the noble felf-denial 
of this generous lover. If you do not, 
turn to my Letters, and to Balderfon's 
hiftory of himfclf and family, " If I had . 
known her fituation," faid he, ** I would 
have provided for the man (he loved j and 
he Ihould have been my friend and brother 
during my life*'* 

By thefe traits, you may judge of the 
heart of this noble fellow, who deferves all 
that fortune can beftow on him. 

He was impatient to fee his nephew, I 

fent 
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icnt for both the boys, the day after I came 
home : for Jonathan would have thoughc 
me unkind to leave him at fchool^ while 
Henry came home; nor would I have loft 
the pleafure of my fon's company. 

There was a frelh efFufion of gratitude 
on feeing his nephew dreflcd, educated, 
and treated, like my own fon. He was 
charmed with the perfon and behaviour of 
the boy ; and fwore he fhould be provided 
for, like the heir of the houfe of Marney, 
He is not much lefs fond of my fon : he 
thanks him for his afFedtion to his nephew, 
and hopes it will laft all their lives^ 

But you would be delighted with Henry 
Marney^s behaviour to his grandfather. 
Though he fees his uncle in a fituation to 
provide for him nobly, and with a heart 
and will to do it, all his attentions are to 
the old man ; he is even jealous, left he 
Ihould think he can love any body equal 
to himfclf. He ftands clofe to him; he 

throws 
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throws bis arms round his neck-^^' Hovtr 
arc you, my dear grandfethcr ? You haTC 
not fpoken to mc a long time ! TeU me, 
that you are well and happy.' ^ 

When his uncle was fpeakiog. of hb 
obligations to me, the boy faid— ** I am 
fenfible of all I owe to thi» dear lady; and 
to you, my honoured vtnck : butfiill morr 
than thefe are due to my grandfather<^--he 
bore me in his iirm^ when I could nac 
walk — he begged for me — he alnnoft Ibuired 
himfelf for me I Oh, that I may live a> 
ihew my gratitude to all my friends, biK 
cfpccially to my grandfather !" 

^« Dear, dear boy F' feid the old man^ 
" how am I rewarded l'** 

^^ You did more than all this, grand* 
father ! You taught trie to fear God, and 
to ccad his holy word, and to keep his cottir 
mandments. It is from knowing thefts 
that I am fenfible of all my duties : firft, to 
God; and, fecondly, to my neighbour* All 

other 



SCHOOt l^OR WIDOWS. 13! 

«ther kinds of learning are as nothing, 
%hen compared to thefe!" 

*' God bicfs thee, and dircA thee in his 
ways!" faid old Balderfon^ " and make 
thee a blefling to others, as thou art to 
me V 

Thefe worthy creatures are here erery 
day* I cannot forbid them— -I cannot limit 
then^. Their vifits are the ihcenfc of gra«- 
titude, and the emanations of fincere af** 
feftiom 

James Baldeffon is already laying plans 
for his nephew, *' Since this eftate is gone 
for ever from the family of Marney, 1 wifh 

io build a houfe for Henry in this neigh- 
bourhood. I want to purchafe fom« lands 

for this purpofe. 1 wifli him to be near 
you. Madam ; and to be ftill the friend and 
companion of your amiable and beloved 
fon. How ihall I do this, without your 
afliftance?'' 
I anfwcred— « Confuk Mf. Eltwi, and 

he 
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he will dircft you better than I can do, I 
wifh the dear boys to be always each other's 
firft friend," 

He wanted tt\e to, fell him n^y cottager, 
and the ground about them ; but I rcfufed 
to part with them. They are confecratcd 
to the fervice of the deferving and the un- 
fortunate — :they fliall never be alienated 
from this purpofc — I will fccyre . theno 
to it. 

The Eltons arc with nw every day,. I 
am very much obliged to them for chMr 
good offices during my abfence. 

How greatly preferable is this fociety to 
that of the world at large I 

I am making alterations in my houfe, I 
have cleared out the old apartment on the 
firft floor, had the tapeftry taken down, and 
the old tattered velvet bed. The doors 
are new-hung and lifted ; and they no 
longer chatter of a windy night. The 
rooms arc to be hung with a light paper: 

they 
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they arc already new-waflied and painted. 
The pifture of the crofs Old Lady I have 
fent up another flight of ftairs ; and fhe is 
in a rooTi on the fecond ftory, where they 
are nearly as good as the firft. In one 
room, I have put up a light green morine 
bed; in another, two canopy beds, for 
fingle perfons, of printed cottons. The 
middle one is to ferve as a drefllng-room to 
both. They arc all to be new-furnifhed; 
and I intend this apartment for you and 
)«©ur friends. Never fear crouding my 
family j for, as Rachel fays, *' Woodlands 
is big enough for us all.'* 

I expeft you next month. The autumn 
feafon is the favourite one with me. I de- 
firc you not to defer your coming. I have 
hopes of procuring you a fervant, fuch as 
you wifli for, to wait on Donna ITabella 
and yourfelf j therefore you need not bring 
Sufan Dobbins with you to Woodlands. 

The Eltons long to know and converfe 

with 



^34 SCHOOL FOR WIDOWS. 

' with you, I mean to make your refidencc 
here fo agreeaUe, that you Ihall have no 
wiQi to leave it in hafte. 

Suppo(o I ihould afk Mr. James Balder* 
fon to build a houfe for you near us ? You 
ihali be his tenants* and my guefts every 
day. 

*' I prattle out of feafon ; and I doat 

On miae own comforts." 

Shake SPEARB* 

You can allow for all my flights and 
fancies. There is not a thought in my heart 
that I wifh to conceal from you. For 

I am always your*s truly. 

Woodlands, t» « 

Augnft »i, J78«. Rachel Strictland. 
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LETTER XX, 

tllM. DARNFORD^ TO MRS. STRICTLANO. 

I Share in all your joys and comforts, 
my dear friend! To be the minifter 
of Heaven — to difpenfe it's bleflings all 
around us» is the greateft honour a humaa 
creature can receive. You have a right ta 
«joy the fwcet reflexions arifing from 
thefe adions* It is thus they raife us to 
the view of eternal blifs, far above all that 
the world can give or take away. 

I had written to Captain Maurice, upon 
his return from the Weft Indies^ acquaint* 
ing him with our prefent fituation» and de« 
firing him to releafe Donna Ifabella from 
all engagemcfnts to himfelf^ by declaring, 
to. all thofe who fuppofe them married, 

(hat his marriage W9s not a legal obc^ 

and 
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and that they are both free to contracfl 
another engagement^ in cafe they (hoiild 
chufe it. 

I have received his anfwer, fince you 
left us. He is difpleafed with me for 
urging this point, becaufe it will hurt his 
charafter in this neighbourhood, where he 
has avowed his marriage. To her, and to 
me, he freely owns the deception 5 but he- 
wifliesto conceal it from the world. He 
has no wi(h to contraft any new engage- 
ment, but dcfu-es to know, whether fhe has 
any thoughts of that kind : he confcfles, it 
would give him pain to fee her the wif; of 

another; but, if (he will tell him (he wifbes 
k, he will come over and releafe her. 

There is nothing in this world that (he 
dreads fo much as the fight* of him; and 
Ihe would rather remain^ in the ftate (he is. 
I (hall urge him again, to releafe her by a 
written inftronieritj and repreleht that, in 

cafe 



"^urrence* I have hopes, that I '&U1 piie^ 
siaiixipaii him. to perforni this aft (Ofjuf^ 
tioe« zndi to :tu hck; frie to ia& as> ifae 

^ « — ' 

- I haT«: letters fronlrfrijr friend Mrs; 
IJangfton* She urges meito^ftay.fbnie time* 
«]thher,$he(eti(i}i0g Kintrin Shehas.beeA 
Dobhed ftndldbeatod.by.JiQr. frrvfliit^; and 
Ihe bq^ of ^me. to eomp^and x>gulate htt 
lMiiifiiok),.9iii*ibemtt fdUojftr my orders id 

She tells tne, that Lady B-r^tt-^FCturjied 
hvm^^i^^'^^i ftcarj^yje^'agbj that flic 
has.refidcd fince at.iienjOQ(ilii«ry*(eat, in 
If '" - ; • ' f ^ t^at .Lord * A u* i ^ has . bpea her 
Txfitior and .coonfcctdri aind>)'<r0pori: fays, 
they are foon ttf-he mkitried* L chink, iho 
li much too good fo^ hinii aiid wiih the 
«tdiiig gOfflpi fCejpore, ma)^ 1)e a Han 

^ Vol, III. L I wi(h 
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I ivlfli I^xMld'Mga^^Mni ftnfible and 
dUbtet ^ftotma, C6 take tn^ pbee with my 
fr^id'ifiibelk; tbst I teighi: ^^ifit aU mf 
friends, and go and retuntto lier aaur 
lidj^ f tut me; I wifli i:Ms\pciib4 to be a 
Roman Catholic^ noc a bigot, but one that 
troiild !alIow other Chriftiana w g^^to lu»«' 
ven; as well » tho&.of iier own cboixrh* 
•^Da yoQ think foeh a Cathotie At to tNf 
fbutid? in &at cafe, I wocdd oigage a 
prieft to v^ &em, who kno«9s no^pt^ ol 
Ifabdla's lltoryv^^ fltould inake her miad 
eaiy, and perfotm all the difti«i of htt oWK 
.^urchforhcr. 

Is my fcheme pta&icable, or is it not? 
I will confttlt your Mr. Etton* Tfct vicaf! 

of our parifli is an imperdnenr, gc^ping 
man: I do not Hke him weU enoi^ to 
confuk h^ on tbia fiib)e6ti 

And now, my dear friaklt let me watnl 
you of a danger^ whieh yon are not awana 

1 €»• 



k 



Hi. r Tour oenrijEckad* Mr; Jimes !6(^fr- 
fon^ is a fine peifw j ^onlowed wit|i a fii^t^ 
iolnd» andT dtdcbed bf the gifb. of focr 
tune* 

M7 Xneod lit in perfoDi a moft defir able 
woman, not paft the age of conqueft* 
*^ Hep^hersiind of hmsge^ HftUfiorl 
€f aitratUmr^ He opens hk heart to her^ 
<onfults her upon all his plan% for himfelf 
and his nephew. His gratitude gives him 
a fair pretence to pay his homage conti* 
iitiaUy, and neither ef thesfi fu^eft it for 
any thing more* Frotn a friend^ thus ad« 
mittedy thus encouraged, how eafy is the 
tranlition to a lover! Think of it, and be 
prepared for whatever majr happen* I 
(hall not be furpri^ at it. 

We pin-pofe to vi fit you next months 
unlefs any thing Ihould happen to prevent 
it; in which ca&, you will give us timely 
^otitt. 

L ^ Donh^ 



i46 «c«<Joi i»oit vnvevn. 
Donna Ifabella ka^ her beil r^ardi, 

» 

-wiijj thbfe of ■ ''" -■ 

Your cyci- feithfuj and finccre friend. 



* * 
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LETTER l£Xr. 

UVkS. STRICTXANDj TO MRS. DARNFOiRI>» 

t 

AA'H, Donna Frattcefinal you arc a 
^^ witch 1 — ^I will carry you before Mr. 
Elton, and have you weighed againft the 
Church Bible. ^ Tog %re lb lighi(9 that xbp 
^perinient . may be' dao^tonis, 1% were ^ 
^od deed to m^&e you belicifie« that atf 
your ppc^nbftics are fulfillfd>an€i-tH«tyou 
are iiivi4»d i^ht a bndc-ina«i.. How pom^ 
it^ 'that I > enmnot ibear the- idea of, Jaeiog 
lowered in your opinion for ohe.haitrv and 
<hat I dare not deceive -^u ?*— 

•* There is a Yirtuout magic in your cye^ 
That> wherefoe^er it cafts a beam of tight, 

Shirley. 

• • • 

So I muft tcU you the truth, whether I 
chufe it or not* 

L J James 
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James Balderlbn has tkrowa hioiifelf and! 
. his fortunes at my feet, 

4. 

I fufTered him to day all that was in hi 
. hone ft heart J before I offered to reply 
him; and then^ without a Blufh^ widiout 
coquetry^ or evafiob^ I anfwered hiov-^ 

" I am extremely fcnlibley Sir, of the 

Jbonour you have done me^ it is the 
grcateft you could pay me^. and demands 

my fincerc acknowledgments. I «n ia 
circumftanced, that I canmoc acoept your 
generous oSiri but» though I forbid the 
lover^ I wifiito preierve the friend. Liftea 
to me^ while I tell you the particulars of 
my iituation/' 

I then told hkn all die particulars of 
Mr. Stri£Uaod^s will; and that I Ihould 
forfeit the care of my children^ and xheir 
fortune^ by a fecond marrkg^. Hc; had 
hardly patience to hear pie out. , Hc fwore 
that my fortune was no obje£t with him^ 

and 
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«od.that he wi(faed I had boloFtuiw at*a]il, 
that he might prore it. 

I begged hitn to hear me farther, I had 
only told him the circumftances that bound 
me, with rcfpedfc to the "world ; but that I 
waawith-hdd by much ftron^cr and dcaiec 
(ics-^^hat I would not relinquiih the care 
of my children, to be crowned the queen 
of the richeft country upon earth-^that it 
was incumbent on me to juftify Mr. Strid- 
land's good opinion^ and to entitle my felf 
to the love and refped of my children— 
that, if all thefe confiderations could be let 
afide, I had refolved, for reafons refpefting 
myfclf, never to marry again. ** And now, 
my good Sir, it remains with youj whether 
to promife to give up all cxpcftations of 
this kind, and to continue my friend, or to 
oblige me to forego your company/' 

'^ Oh, that is a cruel alternative I" faid 
he. " Surely, I was born to be difap- 
pointed in all my withes !'' 

L 4 *' Not 



94# mman.\^ cm- vri^^WB, 
, ; ii^ Not AipSirr iWJ 14 ^ yw h^^ 

forcufvate in your vimief> aiid ui ycMr^nf^ 
^ ihkxni and none knows tbem more thas 
lida'* . 

• *^ Oli> 'M»^rnt ybtl have crtrfhed^sfll 
my hcf)^ and wilhes in the bud I— Toa 

know dot yet all that is in this afpiring 

• » » " ♦ 

hearts' bw I» fear to utter what remains." - 

• r 

'♦ *^ After whit you hare faid> Sir> yoti 
ftecd not fear to fay anything. Let me, 
then, htzt w?iit remains : I will attend to 
If, and- eithcf* ertcdtlrage it, or giye yon 
good rcafon^ tathc contrary/* 
;. ** You dafli me do^nwith one hand,, 
•nd raifeme #itK.the.<rthtr. I muft have 
feme obje£l.?n ^^iew, oh Which to build 
my future hopes, and exercife my fa^ 

fcnlties. • 
«■ ■' 

*' You fee my hephcN^, Henry Mamey, 

a fine promising lad. You* have deilroyed 

toy firftrt^^ifli; mylccond refts upon him. 

I did wiih, I did prefume to hope, thatf 

when 



• ». 



SCHOOL Font ^V4D<y«l^; f^S 

'When lii^^edoeatson fliould be finifted^Vnd 

m * ^ m 

*e had kttiinid to manhiJody ytm Arilght 
^nc iday'-'give kwn the hind df yourfaSr 
daughter^ and make him yeur 4bn '2[^ 
:3eamQft» I- bad.xaiin^ti^ tm idiait'da^, ta 
^^ivide^my ^orttmc wkh iain^. apd.^il* am 
:ftill TOtHy t^ fulfil that inceataony if you 
^ill deign ta encourage this, -the now fiih 
Vourrte-wi&ofmyheart/' 

** My dear-Sir! 'this wllh isfwclypre^- 
rnfaturc."' 'Confider Ithe agie of thefe cfhil- 
^en, ^Ha Aetmc^taftniy of ^all fubiunary 
fchemes — ^but I am ^un-willi^ig '4o cruih a)E 
yOrtits V 1 '^ill> \^ to (ec >wfabttor(fiime ^g^ill 
promote themi. *l£ eke youiig pasiple iboiild 
like ea<rh ^tbeiv ^^^chejriboQid prove ivor* 
thy of^adi'Qlbtr,'! wiHnDt refufe mfr 
confcnt to ihcir union.'*' . " i; 



1 



• 'Balderibtfkttcdtd, inQ fcTarftea his'-hahda 
lygethef— «** Nfaf ihe- Almighty -ratify -in A 

w 

conlirm' thfs engagetrrent!--^! 'thi!iU''y<3fe, 
Madam t you have given rtie aTa'ftjcTSIr'fbf 
'•""'* L5 my 



if^timd to^ftark ufMAi and mm Ima 
jftMiefnneat any diing. I ibttU ftffii be 
4fiow€d 10 be your ffiend, ud dUt of atl 
tjonr family/' 

• ^ Ofie thmg, Sxr^ I ixnift i^ on, diat 
^you keep this treaty fecret^ and not men^ 
•tion It toany ono-^iaft orally to die youth 
^dnccmed it^— for k would be likely to de- 
fray the means^ that fhould lead tothe ac- 
complilhttient of your own wilhtfs/* 
. «< Only one exfeption kt me mak^ 
Madam* Sufier me to give a gUmpleof 
this hope to my venerable fadier : it will be 
like a ray of the letdng fon to iUumiaate a 
idiftant prD%cai and it IhaU be under the 
firoogiDft injunftiona of feerecy» iriiich I 
ptmiife, for myfidf aod Jiim> fliaU be tnilf 

prefervcd.*' 

^^ I accept thia prooiilti and hete ke 
this fubjca reft. Let na ftow fto^T h»w 
to com^eat the edttcadoiUBf ^ two youth* 

imdeir my oore* 

«« laoi 



.. ^ I M^ weighing in the bala»cei^he^bfi;r 
tb fend them to fchool again^ or to take. ia 
.(H-iratct tatxm into the houfe^ >and to trulk 
them under his care. I (hall confujt yov» 
Siiv in every ftep I take for your nephew's 
fcnricc.** 

^ I (hall agree to whatever you propofi^ 
Madam. We are already too much obliged 
for your kind offices to him^ and you muft 
take the lead in whatever relates to him."^ 

' Here I thou^t profWr to put an end to 
our conference ; and I have fince treated 
Mr* Balderfbn with more re&rve^ but not 

le& refpe& and poUtenefi. 

The worthy man perceives that I ant 
fteadf in my refufal of hi^ ofier> and that 4 
keep him at a greater ^iftancc. He uodec^ 
ftands^ and iubmks to it. - 

He ilaid away from the houfe two days. 

"Oft the third> ic came to enquire after my 

^kVt%i and/that' of ail -the family. Mc 

afk^ me to let the two boys walk out with 

rj . '^ L 6 hin-u 
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hhn. I gave leave ; and invited his father 
'and h^fblf to dine here the next day. 

• _ • • • . 

Mr. and Mrs. Elton nhct them* After 
dinner^ I introduced the tubjeft of public 
ind private education* Much was faid> 
that had often been faid before ; and Mr. 
Elton concluded, that a public fchool was 

more likely to produce eminent men, but 

► • . * 

k private education beft calculated to bring 

up men for a private ftation> well inftrufted 
in the focial atid domeftic virtiies. 

I wiihed ^%r• Elton to decide for me 

- * ' f - * 

^ith refpeft to my fon : but he referred it 
to me; fayingy both tfaefe methods had 
fucceeded in fome inftances, and failed m 
others — that it belonged to me to decide 
in the prefent cafe. 

I decided in favour of the private Icheme. 

« 

I alked Mr. James Balderfbn's opinion. 
He faid, he entirely approved mine, and 
hoped his nephew would partake of the 
benefits of it. He faid, he was alhamed 

that 



Ithkt I Jhbuld Havtfiiad"alVthe*exp(;ncesof 

keriry's cdueafioh j" ffiait '1\t S?as " abte' ib 

fuftain them, and equally ready to do iCj 

* ■ .' . ■ * 

tliat he'infifted^ oh repaying my part oT it, 

and, of taking the whole upon himfelf ih 

future. 

1 faid, I took' it very rll'that he fhould 

wim'to deprive me of thi merit of having 

ferved Henry Marney for his own' fake: 




that I would hear nothing of tKe patt ; 
I would allow him 4:0^ be an equal (Ji^rcr 
with me in all the expences on the acc9unt 
of the youths from this day forward. 
tic bowed, and was lilent, 

^..J,thca,afked Mr. JEIton, whether hi§ (qii 

• '»•*• ♦ .. ' *.«• i*^** 

George was engaged ? He was not, he 
faid. 

** Then I engage l\itfi to take|the,care 
of our two young itten. Mr. George Elton 
is an ingenious young man; he has had a 
liberal and expenfive education. It is re- 
(|uifite that his time and attention Ihould 

be 



^ I 



be propetljr ettvuitecU Will yoa» Jli^ 
Stlderibo, ^om sm.t9 fpf9k for you a|i4 
fayfelf >•• 

He bowed, and hid bU haad upoB l^f 
Iwarc 

'< Tben« Sir^ you fliill i>ay hkn an hun- 
dred pounds a year;^ and I another. He 
IhtB be at hom^ in .this houfc^ and I mil 
dkt£Uy fit up an apartment for hm and his 
pupils; and« as foon as it is icadyj he xns^ 
tn^ upon his oflice." 
^ .Mn Elton bowed low» and looked a$ 
highly oUiged* Mrs. Elton took my hand^ 
ittd diopped a tear of gratitude upon it* 

Thdc filent emanations oif the hear( 
irettipire eloq^uent than word^ and more 
fincerD— 

I tmd hs moi« than in the rattling tongue 
#f &iicf Md audaciont Blo^nence.** 

iimte% Bldderibn birAie fhe iiit^^in^ 
filehce-^*^ Youwld ific, Madto),^^hat^y4«ir 

would 



vririild^ftUow me an <i)ttil ihaf«.o£ ibt 
y<Mag man's ttp^usu^i .hue jf^u are amiW* 
nopolizer^-you take to f ourfelf theirs Aod 
their tutor's boards and aaany other thiqgt. 
I proteft againft it." . ^ J 

^^ Have patiencej Sir -, they will not zU 
ways be at their lodgings here. I intend 
ihey ihall make excurfions in die fummer^ 
time, and get acquainted with their own 
country, before they fee others.*' 

•* That I entirely approve/' faid Mr; 
Elton-— *^' And will you. Madam, allow ioie 
to propofe an addition to your plan P ' 

*' Certably, Sir: you will do me aa 
cflential fervice/' 

' ^* It is, that the yotlng gentlemen fiiaB 
Tifit every county in England and Wales j^ 
obferve the produce and the feri of every 
one; the trade and manufactures of every 
gnat town, the beauties and the defefts of 
iti tiidthtisbf acq^ntedwiiliinoiftlan 

ibe fttrfacc oC^n^ jA^ tbi$ tauri«| 
) compleatedy 



%S^ ' scfiooL roit vnno^$. 

romfdcatedy' I wooM hsve them go a^I over 
"Scotland ft^d Irdaftd, in the ftme mtonet,, 
tni inform thcmfelrey of every tbing lir orth 
tHeir knowledge tfaratigk the whole extent 

of the Britilh empire/^ * 

» • 

** Siri" I approve your plan entirely, and 
i will aiiopt it.'' 

" In the mean time, Madam> I would 
have them Aiidy the laws, the government,, 
and the, cpiiftitution, of .their. country. I 

would have tjiem read Biacklf one's Com- 

• • • • • 

• • * « • . ■ . . 

mentarics, and learn * to . comment upon^ 
them. I would wifli: them to underftand 
thoroughly whatfoever rejgards the welfare 






of their owp country. 

!• • ' - ^ . .. . : 

" I -thank you. Sir: it will be my pride 
to fecond your inftruftions." 

. « 3y G-r 1" fiV<l J?m« Baldcrfon, . « i« 
ftaU:.be. at«hy!«5q)cij*)e>. not. j^ur'*," ■. ' , 

* I wfll'-abfolve ybiir oath," faid Mr^^ 
Elton, « and accept' your offkr.'* . • : , 
t . '^ ** I thank 
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' 1^ I .ibank ybui Sih ^du will hear rcaforf; 
but that lady will not/' • » - 

*^ I will hear it for her. Sir ; and will 
engage for her compliance with it/* 

We fmileH^' ancl the (iibjeftf was^imper- 
ccptibly changed to another. — And thus, 
my dear friend, are thefe important points 
fettled. 

I am now employed in fitting up an 
apartment on the fecond floor for Mr« 
George Elton and his pupils. There is a 
very large rooni that I intehd for a family 

m 

library. Tt is to l)e (helved all around, and 
furnifbcd properly by filr. Elton's aflift- 
ance. I fhall appropriate a luth yeairly few: 
this purpofe. There is a good bed-chamber 
for the governor; another for the pJupils, 
with two finglebcds in it, and ftrt table fur- 

* 

niture. • 

Mr. Elton informs Mr. Jslmes Baflder- 
fon, that the proprietor of a farm ifa our 
jiarilh, having hear9tt'atTit1)eiflic$ to jf>ur- 

chafe. 
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chafc^ hM oli^red to (tU it for mwft Hwc 
iban Ic is imrth* .^ 

•^ I will pimrbafe it," m ^aMcffo?, 
*' at aiijr pricc^** . ^ 

'< It will be as wife not to tcO him &}^ 
laid Mr. Elton. " Will you truft mc. Sir, 

to treat for jou Y* 

^ Moil readily. Sir : only da not let it 
flip through yoqr fingers.*' 

^^ I will take care» Sir ^ and will do my 
beft for you/' 

" But do it, Sir^ as loon as poffible.*' 

Janies Balderfon is ereAing a nrxmument 
in the church, to his father*s honoured 
friend, Henry Marney, Efq. another to 
his Ton Reginald and his wife, and to his 
After, Anna Marney. 

I have now to tell you, that your apart- 
ment is quite ready to receive you. There 
are fires in it every day ^ and the windows 
are open from fun-rife to fun-let. 

Woodlands will foon be fully inhabited. 

It 



It looks like 4 different ptace to svhat I 
once l^w it. I have got you a fervant ^ 
and (he is in training under my P^gg7* 

You are to bring Donna Ifabella^ and 
both your adopted children. Who knows^ 
but more future alliances may be fcfaemed 
out? I could fpeculate upon the fubjeft 
with niuch pleafure. 

Ust me kimw when you fet out, that I 
:au^icck(m Ihe hours till your arrivalt 

Ever your*s, faithfully, 

*•» - 

Rachel SniicTLAirer 
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MRS; DARNFOltD> TCX intS. ^TKICTL Allfei^' 

t • » 

T Thank yoa truly for your laft favour* 
-^ I miod not your threats nor your 
teotoings. 'I never diftrufted your judg* 
ment^ nor yoor pfudencej and your \tiir 
conduft has juftificd them both» 

J am pleaied with the plan for your 
TQung mQi^'f>Qd«K:4iU^» and I am thank*^ 
ful for all your communications. It wat 
right that I fliould know all thefe tbings^ 
before I came to Woodlands. 

I have now to tdl you^ that Mrs, Lang-* 
fton is infallibte in her intelligence. The 
marriage I nientioned in my laft, is an- 
nounced in the public papers. I have 
only to wUh it may be happy.. 

Mrs* 
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.IMrs. Lang^p urges* top to come to 

h^ry fs Topa as I ipofivemisntly cam Sbe^ 

throws out hifits of her intenuoQ of fectlbg;. 

faer aiFaLrs, and making her will, and ap- 

jtbintiiig Old her lexecutcuu I wifb: ihe 

had not mentioned thefe things: they will 

give an inibrefied appearance to all the air 

tenttons I ihall pay her, and. I fliall be the 

lels forward to accept her favours; . • ! . . 

• Wc canflDemake people bcfaw^ as/We 

wiih them. - Uet us^ th^n^ take the world 

m it goes^ md make every aUowanoe for 

d^ ddfe&s and mift«JR^ df k^ i, ^ \ 

^ All of Us h^ve hafd ^ur re^iedive<trikfab 

Tou and I^ D&i?na Ifabella^ and yotir tmijr 

tenerabk^BaiderAn; We bare all worked 

omr.way tfatough: them* I iitriiiR:> that wo 

are> ULItbe^Astfier for thiol; wd iwe ctt^ 

tauily have ihe better titk tOt the blt^i^ 

duitiemaih to.ua. 

Ijct us d^joy- them wkh grttitQ^ ami 
fM huniilityj 



bomllity, knd ^ich ffen|;rmtkm' Mid 9id<jfk^ 
QQB to the Powe^ ^at igives ud'taket 
twsy^ at it piMfet btm; and hdd ovr«- 
Iblvtt iQ readiods to ibrrcnder thttn back 
again, whennm* it pleafea Him to call 
kr tbem. • Yet, me maf flrnify believe 
aftd truft» that all things work tog^er 
Sar good to thofe who tnilf fisar^ k»vc^* 
and obey God* . 

Wc parpofe Co let out.oftinir jonraef 
aesetMonday^ and 1k^ td^ be with jro« in 
the coorie of the week» IfabeUa b^s wo 
may go bat flma fii#i|* She ia Cttu^^* 
awd ftppofea gmtttaiiguea ki'tsa^r^iflK to 
anydiftuice. ^^^ ' .^' 

The giris aie ail joy and gMtttode-ibr 
ytMir vciry hand inirh«dmi. They leekon 
dMsli6iirS| and miMitsst tiS di^ fhUl'en-* 
joy liiift Striaiand^ft txMapany^ . ' 

I have ordered the double door to 'fal^ 
oj^ened durtfig bur abftnce. ^ Thewrdoocria 

to 
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CQ be new. wluc€-wa(hed and painted. Tiie 
old.elcriiaoireand bureau are to be feat up^ 
another pair of ftairs^ and the room fur«^ 
niihcd asna dreflii^-roomr I bare ordered^ 
a ftrong lock to be pitt on the outwaid 
door. When we return^ I (hall try the ex- 
periment. Jf I(abctta:ihould return to her . 
whims and fancies^ it will be lodced up 
again, and the key will be loft; but I hope 
for better things 

She has left off praying to Saint An** 
CQRio^ tod feems to be in a found ftate of 
mind; and, I hope, will continue fo* 

I will hare no more haunted rooms 
facr^ any more than you have at Wood* 
lands. The viitoous havv nothiiig to lear. 
«« !Sr2i# wicked Jlee when nsne fwjtutbi but 
thi rigbtfOMs an bold as a Ikm.*^ Tlua 
belief is the beft antklote to all iuueafi>n« 
ablef^pan. 

I l^og to fecf S9d coDvesic with all 

your 



?6a s^HQQit ,FQ»>tvnttnirs. 

yoty friends s fi9d itQ tril jou, in perfbo, 
bow rovci^ how. mdy, I. love and tefpeft 

you* . - : . , ... 

I am* my dear frifin^* . 

" Yours/moft fincerdjr to<S affeftionatelf, ' 



• f • • • f 
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